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Turkish army slanis 
Yilmaz in Isiamism row 

ANKARA (AFP) — The Turkish army on Friday 
rejected criticism from Prime Minister Mesut Yilmaz. 
and reiterated its determination to fight Islamists. “No 
one can make statements aiming at weakening the 
determination of the armed forces to fight separatism 
and fundamentalism, which constitute a danger for the 
security of the country," the chief of staff said in a 
statement. Mr. Yilmaz called Tuesday on the powerful 
pro-secular army to stick to its own affairs and let his 
government deal with the battle against Is iamism The 
army response came after a meeting of the country's 
five top generals. 



Three Israeli soldiers 
wounded in south Lebanon 

TYRE (AFP) — Three Israeli soldiers were slightly 
wounded in a guerrilla attack in the Israeli-occupied bor- 
der zone in southern Lebanon, security sauces said. The 
troops were injured when mortar shells fell on a radar sta- 
tion near the village of Bayyada in the western sector of 
Israel's self-declared “security zone, " the sources said. No 
group has claimed responsibility for the attack. Four 
Israeli soldiers have been killed so far this year in vio- 
lence in southern Lebanon. 
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| King, Clinton discuss bilateral ties, 


Iraq and stalled Middle East peace 


By George S. Hishmch leaders did not even talk to 
- - Special to the Jordan Times reporters after the session. 

The deputy prime minister 
• n. WASHINGTON — His told the Jordan Times that die 

Majesty King Hussein and discussions covered three 

U.S. President BOl Clinton basic areas: bilateral relations, 

■ i held a one-to-one meeting at the recent Iraqi crisis and the 

the White House Thursday stalled Middle Ea st peace 

afternoon after an opening ses- process. 

•f sion with members of their “There was an exchange 
• delegations at the White about His Majesty’s call far a 

House on ways to revive the dialogue between the United 

p, Mideast peace process, Jor- States and Iraq ” but the United 

' danian suggestions for a U.S.- States neither rejected nor 

. Iraqi dialogue and tbe growing accepted the Jor danian views, 

bilateral relations. “promising to consider the Jor- 

V. ^ ; Deputy Prime Minister and danian ideas.” 

Foreign Minister Jawad Anani Dn Anani explained die 
. ; ; p told the Jordan Times that the motivation b ehind the Jordan- 
1 ,r ~' talks were “very suocessfuL” ian ‘Initiative” was merely a 
White House Press Secre- call on the two sides to begin a 

V tary Mike McCurry declined dialogue at some point when 
to discuss the specific agenda both sides feel it would be ben- 
of die two leadss but went on efiriaL 
to describe the talks as “a con- “Jordan believes firmly that 
vexsation that die president is there are objective drcum- 
grang to want to keep mostly stances that will lead to this 
private.” dialogue in die long tun espe- 

He confirmed that the US. daily after Iraq implements aD 
president was making “anoth- the UN. resolutions,” he said, 
er difficult and complex peace “Jordan does not want tbe 
-i negotiation effort" and was region to retnm to the state of 
eager to tap into the knowl- tension every time.” 
edge of tbe Jordanian leaders. As to the peace process. Dr. 

American ideas fir reviving Anani said the Monarch 
- the Middle East peace process explained to his American 
voiced last January during sep- interlocutors in tbe Congress, 

arate meetings tbe president at the State Department and 
had here with Palestinian Pres- the White House that tbere is 
idem Yasser Arafat and Israeli “avoy strong perception” in 

Prime Minis ter Ba w a miri tbe region that there is an 
Netanyahu have oot harfa pos- ^nferirari'^Jouble standard.^ ' 
itive response to dale from ^Americans were toli he 
either side. continued, that the U.S. posi- 

The White House did not tkm appears “strong, active 
provide the customary “ 1*010 and effective in die case of 
opportunity” when the two implementing UN. resolu- 
leaders would usually take a boos an Iraq but when it 

few questions 00 any subject comes to the implementation 

from the press while'eamexa- of the resolutions concerning 
men took pictures. The two the peace process and the 



His Majesty King Hussein and U.S. President Bill Clinton 
meet in the White House Oval Office on Thursday. The 
two met privately as the United States pressed its search 
for ways to revive the stalled Mideast peace (Reuters 
photo) 


accords that have been signed, 
the American position 
assumes the role of a messen- 
ger between the parties.” 

‘This is not a role that is 
either active or effective, and is 
not suitable for a country that 
is a sponsor of the peace 
process or at the apex of world 
power; * Dr. Anani said. 


He said Jordan would eke 
the United States to undertake 
“clear initiatives whereby it 
would assert its own views and 
convince, especially the Israeli 
side, that it is serious about the 
peace process.” 

Dn Anani reported that tbe 
Clinton administration “is con- 
vinced that it should present 


American ideas and new pro- 
posals" and he reported that 
U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright may either 
take these proposals to tbe 
region or publicise them on 
some future occasion. 

He confirmed reports that 
some of the American ideas, 
that are being considered 
include a meeting between 
Ms. Albright and the Palestin- 
ian and Israeli leaders during 
her trip to Germany next week. 
But this, he said, was not final. 

The Israeli government has 
sent two delegations to Wash- 
ington in the last month — the 
latest hearted by Trade and 
Industry Minister Nathan Sha- 
ransky — appealing apparent- 
ly without much success to the 
Clinton administration not to 
make a public declaration of 
its blueprint for promoting the 
peace process between Israel 
and the Palestinian National 
Authority. 

Jordan is also asking for an 
increase in U.S. finan cial and 
military aid for the fiscal year 
2000 but Dr. Anani could not 
provide any details. He said 
the Clinton administration is 
providing Jordan with an addi- 
tional S225 million next year 
and there seems to be readi- 
ness within Congress to go 
along with this amounL 

King Hussein, who began 
his talks Wednesday with Sec- 
retary Albright and US. 
Defiance Secretary Cohen alter 
calls on Congressional leaders, 
is expected to remain in the 
United States for a few days on 
a private visit. 


Annan calls for Israeli withdrawal from Lebanon 


Clinton 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

UN. SECRETARY Gener- 
al Kofi Annan called Friday 
for an Israeli withdrawal 
from south Lebanon but 
said discussions behind 
“dosed doors” with both 
sides are needed to define 
the modalities of the pull- 
out 

“I am calling for the 
implementation of [UN. 
Security Council] Resolu- 
tion 425,” which calls for 
an immediate and uncondi- 
tional Israeli withdrawal 
from south Lebanon, said 
Mr. Annan after a meeting 
with Lebanese Foreign 
Minister Fares Bweiz. 

“We did go over Resolu- 
tion 425 and its possible 
implementation in all its 
aspects, but there are two 
parties [needed] for this, 
and it is not [Bweiz] alone 
who can tell what we are 
going to do or about the 


concrete steps.” Mr. Annan 
said in a news conference. 

Mr. Annan, who arrived 
earlier Friday from Cairo, 
said he will also visit Israel 
for similar clarifications 
about the Jewish state's 
views for Resolution 425, 
which was adopted in 1978. 

The U.N. chief refused to 
give details about the proba- 
ble modalities of any even- 
tual Israeli withdrawal from 
south Lebanon, stressing 
that Resolution 425 clearly 
states “what Israel should do 
and what Lebanon should 
do... and we need to look at 
the reality of today.” 

He, however, said “there 
are certain things that are 
better discussed behind 
closed doors. 1 do not 
believe in television diplo- 
macy.” 

Mr. Annan also said be 
hoped for progress on all 

il'mitimntl »*n 


Israel links Lebanon 
pullback to guarantees 

TEL AVTV (AFP) — The majority of the Israeli cabinet Friday 
said any pullback of Israeli forces from southern Lebanon must 
be tied to security agreements with Beirut and Damascus, a gov- 
ernment official said. 

Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu and tbe majority 
of the members of his so-called “security cabinet” meeting here 
backed proposals by Israeli Defence Minister Yitzhak Mordechai 
conditioning any pullback on security guarantees. Tbe official 
said that the ministers rejected any linkage between a pullback 
from southern Lebanon and a pullback from the Golan Heights, 
as demanded by Damascus. Me Mordechai’s plan is for Israel to 
implement a 1978 UN. Security Council Resolution 425, which 
caffs for a full Israeli withdrawal from Lebanon, on condition that 
Beirut agrees to security arrangements to protect northern Israel 
from attacks by guerrillas, notably the Shiite Muslim militia 
Hizboflah. 

The plan, reportedly backed by Ml Netanyahu, also calls for an 
agreement with Lebanon to protect members of the South 
Lebanon Army, which helps Israel guard die buffer zone. 

Beirut and Damascus, tbe principal power-broker in Lebanon, 
have already rejected die Mordechai proposal in public state- 
ments, saying Resolution 425 requires an immediate and uncon- 
ditional Israeli withdrawal. Israel captured the Golan from Syria 
in 1967 and illegally annexed it in 1981. 


eases three 
sanctions 
on Cuba 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
President Bill Clinton decided 
Friday to ease three U.S. sanc- 
tions 00 Cuba, the White 
House announced. According 
to White House spokesman 
Michael McCurry, Ml Clin- 
ton has decided: - to resume 
the licensing of direct humani- 
tarian charter flights; - to allow 
a new licensing arrangement 
to permit Cuban- Americans 
and Cubans living in the Unit- 
ed States to send humanitarian 
remittances to families in 
Cuba at tbe level of S300 every 
three months — the level per- 
mitted until 1994; and, - to 
streamline and expedite the 
issuance of licences for the 
sale of medical supplies. 


Crown Prince receives ‘apology’ letter 
from Sharon over Misha’al statement 


By Francesca Ciriati 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Informed 
sources Friday confirmed 
local press reports that His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent 
:• has received an “apology let- 
ter” by Israeli Infrastructure 
.. Minister Ariel Sharon. Tbe 
senior Likud official report- 
- edly said that his earlier state- 
ments on killing a Jordanian 
citizen were “misunder- 
. - stood," but the sources could 
not elaborate any further: 
Quoting Israeli television, 
two Arabic dailies Friday 
■ said Me Sharon wrote to 
Prince Hassan that “what he 
... said was misunderstood and 
. ■ he did not mean to threaten 
the sovereignty of Jordan, its 


integrity and its people.” 

According to the reports, 
die Israeli minister added that 
Jordan and Israel “live in har- 
mony and enjoy spatial rela- 
tions in the region since they 
signed peace,” in 1994. 

Mr. Sharon told Israel's 
Channel Two television on 
March 14 that Isael had 
informal Jordan that it 
intended to “finish off' the 
job and assassinate Hamas 
leader Khaled Misha’al, but 
not on Jordanian soil. 

Tbe Israeli secret service. 
Mqssad, botched an assassi- 
nation attempt against Mr. 
Misha’al in Amman last Sep- 
tember. The fiasco infuriated 
Jordanians, and His Majesty 
King -Hussein immediately 
suspended cooperation in 
security matters with Tel 


Avrv. 

Mr. Sharon's remarks came 
only four days after Jordan 
resumed official high-level 
bilateral contacts, with HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan ’s visit 
to Tel Aviv, on March 10. 

The day after the minister’s 
statement. Jordan summoned 
the Israeli Ambassador in 
Amman Oded Eran and filed 
a formal protest ‘These 
statements do not tally with 
statements made by the 
Israeli government that it was 
willing to regain understand- 
ing with the Hashemite King- 
dom of Jordan,” said then 
Acting Prime Minister 
Abdullah Ens our. 

Egypt and the U.S. also 
condemned the statements. 


Butler: UNSCOM work could 
be finished in less than a year 


VIENNA (AFP) — UNSCOM 
chief Richard Butler said Friday 
that his disarmament work in 
Iraq could be finished in less 
than a year, but only if Baghdad 
keeps to its commitments made 
in a deal with UN. Secretary 
General Kofi Annan three 
weeks ago. 

He said the spatial team of 
United Nations Special Coro- 
missian (UNSCOM) expats 
and diplomats will work with 
“lightning speed” if they get full 
cooperation from Iraq. 

T cannot give 8 precise date. 
It is impossible when you don’t 
know_ the size of die job,” he 
said inVienna where be is meet- 
ing UN. and Iraqi officials 
while en-route to Baghdad. 

“Bm tf they give us foil coop- 
eration, 1 wouki think tbat about 
another one year will be need- 
ed.” he added. Tt could be 10 


mouths, it could be 14 months, 
it relies on Iraqi cooperation,” 
he said 

He welcomed tbe commit- 
mem made by Baghdad to Mr. 
Annan on Fob. 23, and he said 
T will give them a promise in 
return: they tell us tbe truth and 
we would verify it with light- 
ning speed.” Me Buffer is due to 
travel to Baghdad Sunday 
morning and will hold talks 
from Monday with an Iraqi 
team headed by Iraqi Deputy 
Foreign Minister Tareq Aziz 
and be said he’s scheduled to 
leave Baghdad on Thursday. 

He said tbe Feh 23 deal 
"brought to an end a period of 
crisis in our relations with Iraq.” 
“Since then, there has been a 
mw spirit of cooperation 
between Iraq and UNSCOM. 1 
hope tbat will continuer 


Kingdom celebrates 
Prince Hassan’ s 51st birthday 



HRH Crown Prince Hassan 


AMMAN ( J.T.) — Jordan Fri- 
day celebrated the 51st birth- 
day of His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan. 

Crown Prince Hassan was 
bom in Amman on March 20. 
1 947. to his father Prince (later 
King) TaJal Ben Abdullah and 
his mother Princess (later 
Queen) Zein Al Sharaf Bint 
Jamil. He is the youngest 
brother of Fiis Majesty King 
Hussein (b. Nov. 14. 1935) and 
HRH Prince Mohammad (b. 
Ocl 2, 1940). and the older 
brother of Princess Basma (b. 
May II, 1951). 

His Royal Highness under- 
went his primary education in 
Jordan before going to Sum- 
merfields Preparatory School 
— and then to Harrow — in 
England. He then went on to 
Christ Church. Oxford, from 
where be received a BA 
(Hon.) in Oriental Studies in 
1967. He subsequently 
received his MA. 

On Aug. 28, 1968. His 
Royal Highness married Her 
Royal Highness Princess Sar- 
vaih, who comes from a distin- 
guished family of the Indian 
subcontinent. 

Their Royal Highnesses 
haw four children: Princess 
Rahma (b. Aug. 13, 1969). 
Princess Sumaya (b. May 14. 
1971). Princess Badiya (h. 
March 28, 1974). and Prince 
Rashid (lx May 20. 1979). 

In April 1965. His Royal 
Highness was officialiypro- 


daimed as Crown Prince and 
heir to the Hashemite Throne 
of Jordan. Since then he has 
constantly served as His 
Majesty King Hussein's clos- 
est political adviser, deputy 
and confidant, as well as 
Regent in his absence. 


During this time. His Royal 
Highness has also personally 
initiated and directed a number 
of Jordanian and international 
institutes and committees. In 
Jordan he has chaired the 

(Continued on page 7) 


EU brands Israeli settlements 
‘major obstacle to peace’ 


LONDON (AFP) — The 
European Union (EU) on 
Friday said that Israel's con- 
struction of settlements on 
Palestinian occupied land 
was illegal and that devel- 
opment at Har Homa in 
Arab east Jerusalem was “a 
major obstacle to peace.” 

Britain issued the state- 
ment, drafted by foreign 
ministers Hubert Vedrine of 
France and Klaus Kinkel of 
Germany, following British 
Foreign Secretary Robin 
Cook's visit to the settle- 
ment in Arab east Jerusalem 
earlier this week which 
angered Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Benyamin Netanyahu. 

Britain holds the rotating 
EU presidency. 

The statement said the 15- 
nation ELI had urged both 
Israel and the Palestinians 
“not to commit unilateral 
acts which could prejudice 
any future solutions" for a 
Middle East peace settle- 
ment. 

During his visit to Har 
Homa, where Israel intends 
building 6,500 homes for 
Jews and which is at the 
centre of the deadlocked 
peace process with the 
Palestinians, Mr. Cook met 
briefly with a Palestinian 
delegation. 

This infuriated Mr. 
Netanyahu who cancelled a 
dinner with the foreign sec- 
retary. 

But the EU welcomed a 
statement by Mr. 
Netanyahu's spokesman 
that relations between Israel 
and Brussels would not be 
affected and which wel- 
comed the European 
involvement in the search 
for a Middle East peace. 

Israeli officials earlier 
claimed the incident illus- 
trated a pro-Arab bias in 
Europe and undercut EU 
ambitions in the peace 
process, and said the United 
States was the only viable 
mediator in the Middle East 
peace process. 

A Foreign Office 
spokesman in London said 
that there had been numer- 
ous favourable reactions to 
Mr. Cook’s visit. 

Italian Foreign Minister 


Larabeno Dini had tele- 
phoned British Prime Min- 
ister Tony Blair to express 
his support in the wake of 
the foreign secretary's 
stormy visit to Israel, the 
spokesman said. 

In addition to the Har 
Homa dispute, Israel has 
strongly rejected a peace 
plan being promoted by 
Britain as the current EU 
president which demands 
that Israel carry out '■signif- 
icant” and "urgent” troop 
withdrawals from the West 
Bank and halt settlement 
building. 

Some analysts suggested 
Israel’s strong reaction to 
Mr. Cook was above all a 
message to the United 
States, w'hich is considering 
going public with a similar 
initiative to break the dead- 
lock. 

U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton's proposals reportedly 
would involve Israel with- 


drawing from an additional 
13 per cent of the West 
Bank and freezing settle- 
ment growth in exchange 
for specific Palestinian 
action against aimed 
activists. 

EU special envoy for the 
Middle East, Miguel 
Moraunos. was due to hold 
talks in Washington Friday 
with U.S. officials. 

The United States has had 
little to say about Mr. 
Cook’s visit to Har Homa. 

U.S. State Department 
spokesman James Rubin 
said earlier this week that 
U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright had 
“great confidence in him 
[Cook] personally and in 
[his] intentions.” 

But a U.S. State Depart- 
ment official, speaking pri- 
vately, said Washington had 
warned London that the 
visit was likely to cause 
controversy. 


EU holds conference on 
Palestinian refugees 

LONDON (AFP) — An international conference on the future 
of the 3.4 million Palestinian refugees scattered across the 
Middle East will be held Monday and Tuesday in Britain 
under the aegis of the Euroepean Union (EU). London 
announced Friday. 

The meeting, to be held in Warwick, central England, will 
gather representatives of key refugee donor countries, includ- 
ing members of the EU, the United States, Canada, Japan. 
Norway, as well as officials from Middle Eastern countries 
and academics. 

The Palestinian National Authority will also be represented, 
alongside international humanitarian organisations such as the 
United Nations Relief and Works Agency, (UNRWA ). 

The conference, titled "Resolving the Palestinian Refugee 
Problem: What Role for the International Community?,” will 
be hosted by Britain, as current EU president, France and the 
European Commission, the Foreign Office said in a statement. 

Foreign Office Minister Derek Faichett and EU special 
envoy for the Middle East Miguel Moraunos will give speech- 
es at a dinner in Warwick on Monday. 

Me Fatchett underlined in a statement that- the EU would 
support "whatever arrangements on refugees the Israelis and 
Palestinians might agree” to in the framework of the peace 
process. 

Tbe Foreign Office minister expressed the hope that the con- 
ference would yield “constructive ideas” on how the donor 
community can help Israel and the, Palestinians to implement 
a solution to tbe refugee problem. 

The EU is the largest donor for displaced Palestinian 
refugees. It provided 1.6 billion ECUs ($1.7 billion) between 
1993 and 1997. out of total international aid of S2.8 billion. 
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Death sentence against Iranian 
journalist accused of spying lifted 


BONN (AFPj — The death 
sentence handed down by 
Iranian authorities against 
Morteza Firouzi. an influen- 
tial Iranian journalist accused 
of spying, has been lifted, the 
human rights group Amnesty 
International said Friday. 

A spokesman for Amnesty 
Intemarional in Bonn said 
Iranian President Mohammad 
Khatami had intervened on 
behalf of Mr. Firouzi. an influ- 
ential former editor of the 
English-language daily Iran 
News, and the case would be 


re-examined by the courts. 

Mr. Firouzi. in his early 40s. 
was sentenced to death in Jan- 
uary for spying few a foreign 
country. 

No information was given 
about the case or the country 
for which Mr. Firouzi suppos- 
edly spied His arrest and trial, 
which were not made public, 
were denounced by several 
human rights groups who 
appealed to Mr. Khatami to 
intervene. 

Iran News, founded in 
1994, is one of four English- 


language newspapers pub- 
lished in Tehran. Said to be 
close to the foreign ministry, it 
is widely read by foreign 
diplomats. 

Mr. Firouzi was close to 
conservative circles, notably 
Iranian Parliamentary Speak- 
er Ali Akbor Nateq Nun, 
whom the journalist accom- 
panied in his last nip to Russia 
early last year. 

In early 1990s. Mr. Firouzi 
travelled to France at the invi- 
tation of the French foreign 
ministry, where he held talks 


with former French President 
Valery Giscaid d’Estaing. 

Mr." Giscard d’Estaing 
chaired the Bench parlia- 
ment's foreign affairs con> 
minee at the time. 

Mr. Firouzi. known for his 
moderate and modernist 
views, formerly served as edi- 
tor-in-chief of another Eng- 
lish-language daily. Tehran 
Times. Bui he later left the 
paper along with its managing 
director. Massud Soitamfar, 
and the two founded the Iran 
News. 



350,000 
people 
facing 
famine in 
Sudan — 
U.N. agency 
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Hamas threatens anti-Israeli 
bombings to win prisoners’ release 


GAZA CITY (AFPi — The 
Islamist group Hamas threat- 
ened Friday to conduct sui- 
cide bombings to force Israel 
to free Palestinian prisoners 
held in its jails. 

“The only way to get Pales- 
tinian prisoners released from 
their prisons is to get them out 
by force, and Hamas will con- 
tinue to prepare plans for their 
sake,” said Hamas spokesman 
Abdul Aziz Rantissi. 

"Our warriors have in the 
past conducted operations for 
their release. These operations 
may not have seen any results 
until now. but it is the only 
wav to win their freedom,” 


Mr. Rantissi said in a state- 
ment received by AFP. 

The Islamic Resistance 
Movement (Hamas) conduct- 
ed two suicide bombings in 
Jerusalem in July and Sep- 
tember, which lolled 21 
Israelis, demanding the 
release of its members held in 
Israeli jails. 

“We have made Israel pay a 
heavy price and they realise 
they will pay the {nice many 
times over as long as they do 
not free them.” Mr. Rantissi 
said. 

Mr. Rantissi made the com- 
ments at a conference orcon- 
ised by A1 Damir, an organisa- 


tion which advocates the 
human rights of Palestinian 
prisoners, held in Gaza City 
on Wednesday, the statement 
said. 

Israel holds around 3.000 
Palestinians in its prisons, 
including members of Hamas 
and other groups opposed to 
the peace process. Over S00 
have been held without charge 
or trial for several years. 

Hamas has led a campaign 
of violence, which has left 
scores of Israelis dead since 
1994, in its opposition to self- 
rule accords signed by the 
Palestinian Liberation Organi- 
sation (PLO) and Israel. 


Austrian 
premier 
meets Arafat 
for talks on 
peace process 




NO ENTRANCE TO TOWN: An Israeli soldier on Friday prevents two Palestini- 
ans from entering the West Bank town of Dura, where dashes occurred between 
Israeli troops and stone-throwing Palestinian youths I AFP photo) 


Israeli settlers file charges against 
Palestinian security official 


GENEVA (AFP) — Sudan 
faces a worsening food stav * 
age with 350,000 people threat- K arn ?. 1 

eoed by fentioe and death fiwn “ ^ 

starvation, the Wcrid. Food Pro- ^ 
gramme warned here Friday. x — w.Mrw-- 
“Matautrition cases hare • 
risen sharply and people will j.t K-L.— ■ 
die of hunger within a few ’ 

months if tbe international Intern." : ’ r — 
community does not react,'’ .• TTj 
C hristiane Bexthiaume said. j, 5 > * * 

WFP officials on the ground ^ , n t M/j:..-. 
in the hard-hit south report that L r- 

Sudanese are digging up ant jjv KY-.- 

MIls and scavenging die soil in [*?’ ,« 

the hopes of finding a few ' .p U ,.- in- 
grains of cesreaL ; - 

Locals have been cfcrven to ^ • 


Israel authorises thousands more 
work permits for Palestinians 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — Israel 
has authorised thousands of 
more permits for Palestinians 
to work on its territory, the 
defence ministry' announced 
Thursday. 

The new authorisation will 
enable Israel to increase “by- 
several thousand” the some 
50.000 Palestinians who now 
hold work permits, a defence 
ministry spokesman, Shlomor 
Dror. told AFP. 

“We hope to reach a figure 
of 70.000” Palestinian work- 
ers with permits “in the 
months immediately ahead,” 
he said. 

Mr. Dror estimated that 
between 30,000 and 50.000 


Palestinians currently work in 
Israel illegally. He said thar 
Palestinians aged 23. who are 
married and who met “securi- 
ty criteria” can obtain a work 
permit. Previously, the mini- 
mum age was 25. 

Some 1.500 Palestinian 
businessmen and traders are 
also to receive permits to enter 
Israel or travel between the 
West Bank and Gaza. The 
increase will bring the number 
of such businessmen and 
traders to 13,500. 

“Our goal is to convince 
Israeli employers to hire 
Palestinians rather than illegal 
immigrants, so as to improve 
the economic situation in the 


[Palestinian) territories.” Mr. 
Dror said. 

Some 100.000 immigrants 
from Thailand, the Philippines 
and Romania are currently 
employed in Israel, along with 
an additional 100.000 foreign- 
ers who arc working illegally. 

The ministry of labour has 
sought to reduce the number 
of illegal immigrants over the 
last months by increasing 
deportations to free up work 
for Palestinians. 

Mr. Dror said “our task is 
made easier by the fact that 
Palestinian workers enable 
employers to earn an average 
of 300 dollars more per month 
than do immigrants.” 


Pentagon hacker wins praise from Netanyahu 


TELAVTV(AP)— An 18-year- 
old Israeli master hacker 
accused of having launched the 
most organised arrack ever on 
the Pentagon’s computer sys- 
tem earned praise Thursday 
fiom Israel’s prime minister. 

“Damn good.” Prime Minis- 
ter Bcnyamin Netanyahu said 
w hen asked what he thought of 
the hacker, who was put under 
house arrest Wednesday and 
had his computer taken away. 
"Very dangerous, too.” Mr. 
Netanyahu added quickly. 

The suspect who calls him- 
self ‘The Analyser” and was 


identified by the U.S. Justice 
Department as Biud 
Tenebaum. was questioned 
Thursday for more than 14 
hours by a special Israeli police 
anti-hacker uniL 

Police said he might be 
recalled for further questioning 
later. A police spokeswoman, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said the investiga- 
tion was complex and "might 
take some time.” No charges 
have been filed. 

Israel’s Channel Two Televi- 
sion said four FBI investigators 
came to Israel earlier this week 


und provided information that 
led to the arrest The investiga- 
tors wanted to question the sus- 
pect along wjth Israeli police, 
hut his lawyer rctused. the 
report said. 

Police Brigadier General 
Either Ben-Orui said the suspect 
was ccwperating with investiga- 
tors. who believe he was not 
seeking personal gain. 

This guy didn’t act for what 
wc call criminal motives, only 
for his curiosity . his ego. or any 
other motive — not for money ." 
Brig. Gen. Ben-Onn said. "He’s 
not so proud of what he’s done.” 


GAZA Cm‘ ( AFP l — Austri- 
an Chancellor Victor Klima 
met Friday with Palestinian 
President Yasser .Arafat and 
called for implementation of 
interim peace deals between 
Israel and the Palestinians. 

The Oslo [self-rule] agree- 
ments have to be fulfilled and 
any solutions cannot go behind 
the back of the agreements.” 
Mr. Klima told journalists at a 
joint press conference with Mr. 
Arafat in Gaza Gty. 

Mr. Klima underlined that 
the peace process must be 
based on the "land-for-peace” 
formula and called for greater 
steps to ‘•provide security to 
the benefit of both sides. Ter- 
rorism and violence is unac- 
ceptable.” 

Mr. Klima. whose country 
will take up the rotating presi- 
dency of the European Union 
in June, wrapped up a rwoday 
visit which included talks 
Thursday with Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu. 

He has taken a low-key 
approach in his talks with both 
leaders cm the peace process 
after a visit earlier this week by 
British Foreign Minister Robin 
Cook, who raised Israeli out- 
rage w hen he pressed strongly 
for Israeli concessions to the 
Palestinians. 

The European Union has 
made public a plan for reviving 
the long deadlocked peace 
process, demanding Israel 
make a “significant” troop 
withdraw ;<1 in the West Bank 
and calling for a halt to expan- 
sion of Jewish settlements. 

Mr. Arafat, meanwhile, 
rejected Israeli attempts to pre- 
vent the United States from 
going txtrite with its own 
peace pin. which the fttles- 
•Jnians demand be announced 
quickly although they see it as 
jess forceful against Israel. 

Mr. Netanyahu “doesn’t 
have fix right to say there 
shouldn't be a third-party 
mediator between Israel and 
the Palestinians.” Mr. Arafat 
said 


HEBRON (AFP) — Israeli 
settlers tiled charges 
Thursday against a top 
Palestinian security offi- 
cial who threatened death 
to settlers who attacked 
Palestinians, police offi- 
cials said. 

The charges, which 
accuse head of Palestinian 
security forces in the West 
Bank Colonel Jibril Rajub 
of “death threats” and 
“provocation.” were filed 
at the Israeli police head- 
quarters in Hebron. 

Coi. Rajub said during a 


press conference here 
Monday that “any settler 
who enters a Palestinian 
area and attacks Palestini- 
ans will not leave alive.” 

He also announced the 
suspension of Palestinian 
police cooperation with 
Israeli forces in the Hebron 
region following the 
killing last week of three 
Palestinian workers by 
Israeli soldiers at a check- 
point in the area. 

During unrest that fol- 
lowed the shooting, about 
30 settlers from the Jewish 


enclave in Hebron charged 
into the Palestinian-con- 
trolled part of the city and 
stoned residents and 
homes in the area. 

Palestinians responded 
by stoning the settlers and 
the Israeli army intervened 
by firing on the Arabs with 
rubber-coated bullets, 
wounding 14 people 
including eight journalists. 

More than 400 Jewish 
settlers live in the heart of 
Hebron, a West Bank city 
of 120.000 Arab inhabi- 
tants. 


boiling leaves which take hours iJ ' ‘‘ - ■ 

m rnnk rivers that ante vw»H_ - 1,1 


Six Kurdish rebels, two soldiers 
dead in fighting — agency 


ANKARA (R) — Turkish security forces thought to be still in the province, it said, 
have killed six Kurdish rebels for tbe-^'Halay. home to many .ctimiC'-Arabs^i s 


loss of two soldiers in fighting in the 
southern —Turkish . . pro vj n .of. . Jiatay. 

state-run Anatolian news agency said 
Friday. 

It did not say when the clash occurred. 

Security forces were sweeping the area 
for an estimated 40-strong group of Kur- 
dish Labour Party (PKK) guerrillas 


not a traditional area^rf activity for the 
r£KK. but. the rebels hav e extended th eir 
operations outside the mainly Kurdish 
southeast in recent years. 

More than 27,000 people have died in 
13 years of conflict between security 
forces and the PKK, fighting for self rule 
in the southeast. 


to cook, rivers that once yield- ' ' 

ed fish have dried up and am- 

rrnls have had to be slaugb- ... . 

tered earlier than planned, the 1 

WFP said. s !l»r* 1: :I • ” 

The WFP, a U.N. agency, 
was given authorisation to air- 1 ‘ ' 

lift in food starting Feb. 26 but : tal I* r--> 
flights are limited to six loca- -.4® ” ’** ' • vr: ' 
tions in the southern province ^assd 1 F:;> 

of BahrAIGhaznL This is n« ^ 

enough. We have asked for 

access to 21 locations in the 
Bahr A1 Ghazal province,” Ms. 

Berthiaume said. 

Beginning last month, seme 
481 tonnes of food have been 
flown in to help 105,000 peo- 
ple, while 356 tonnes have 
been delivered by lorry. 

With two successive yeas of 
disastrous harvests due to 
drought and fighting, the popu- 
lation in southern Sudan is 
dependent on foreign food 
hand-outs. 

The crop planting season s 
near; butthere-ate no seeds* the 
WFPsaicL . 

Th e WFP at tbe^s tart ri 
March appealed for $59 mil- 
bon to help southern Sudan 
where Qxostian and animist 
forces have been fighting the 
regimes of the Muslim-domi- 
nated north since 1983. 


MEETS WITH 


Turkey government needs no push to fall — Baykal^^^:;^^ 


.ANKARA (R) — A Turkish 
left-wing leader who holds the 
balance of pow er in parliament 
said Friday be had no plans to 
topple Turkish Prime Minister 
Mesuc Yifmaz because the 
minority government would 
collapse on its own. 

‘There is no question of us 
taking a decision to bring down 
the government.'' Republican 
People’s Patty (CHP) leader 
Deniz Baykal told Reuters. 

Although nominally in the 
opposition. Mr. Baykal's 55- 
deputy CHP props up Mr. "iH- 
raaz’s coalition for key votes in 
Turkey's 550-seat parliament. 

Mr. Baykal said the conserv- 
ative-led coalition, under pres- 
sure from the powerful army 
over Islamist activism and 


labouring to overcome eco- 
nomic woes, was imploding of 
its own accord. 

'The government is collaps- 
ing. melting away, ending. I 
don't have to do anything. I 
don't see the need for us to pre- 
sent a censure motion.” be 
said. 

Mr. Baykal, a former foreign 
minister, was quoted by the 
Hurriyet daily Friday as trailing 
for an end to Mr. Yilmaz's nine 
months in office. 

“I believe it is necessary to 
put an end to the government.” 
the newspaper quoted Mr. 
Baykal as saying. ‘The gov- 
ernment has lost foe support of 
the public. Its natural life is 
over.” he said. 

Those remarks caused shares 


on Istanbul stock exchange to 
drop three per cent at the start 
of Friday’s trading. Stocks 
slightly recovered to end the 
morning down 2.07 per cent. 

Mr. Baykal marie similar 
harsh comments on Tuesday 
but most of the CHP's deputies 
voted the same day to help 
stave off an opposition bid to 
topple Mr. Yilmaz’s nine- 
raonfo-old coalition. 

Mr. Yilmaz is embroiled in a 
public row with foe secularist 
armed forces over who should 
run a fight against Is lamist 
activism. 

Compounding Mr. Yilmaz's 
headaches, annual inflation 
runs at just under 100 per cent 
and public workers unions are 
discontent. 


Turkey’s army sees its duty — — — 

as protecting the overwhelm- jjrnpf- n 
ingly Muslim country's secu-^lCl USCFS 
Larist system against Islamists. 1 

Mr. YUmaz has said to job c , 
is the government's and ^ , ^ 
accused the army of hijacking “■ * 7>.r- 

the Islamist debate to grab;..- .. 
more power for itself ^ ver-r 

“[The government) hasj^^t or. the Jorii 
begun to unravel because of w mtroducticr, : : 

own failures and the disputed to the , L .j- 
and tensions it has created*;*?^ offered bv ^ 
between state institutions," Mt's* ; BBS i. 

Baykal said. ^rainchtid . _ 


The leftist leader, a staunch^ T , j ^ 

secularist, is often tipped to do* 


secuianst. is onen up^eu k» iu cquio.-n-- ■? - . 
well at the next general ekc-^A^^ETSi. ' " 

tions by gamering support Arah u N; . - s 
from voters uneasy at both 

government and the maio-^ r ‘Happy (^,j" _ 
i.i— ..‘.to ' ** month 1 i r ■ ■ 


opposition Islamists. 


. JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 
! PROGRAMME TW f O 

16:10 ...Canton — Jimnv Quest 
. 16:30 Soccer match — Real 
, Madrid vs. Bayer Leverkusen 
; i recorded) 

18:10 Square One TV 

1 18:40 .—Drama — Neighbours 

1 1WW le Journal 

• 19:15 French Programme — 

i Loeuf de Ccfomb 

i 19-JO News Iwadlines 

; 19^5 Quiz Show You Bet 
. 'Your Life 

, 20KW Cinema. Cinema 

'20-.3O Prism 

21:20 Drama — Sirens 

(22.-00 News in English 

22:30 .Feature film: This 

j Child Lv Mine” 

! 23^9 .Comedy — “Are 

. You Bane Served?” 

' 00J0 _...“ PndofTX 
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Royal Wings (RW) 
(No flights on Saturday) 


, ni - : 
• ,h <-- L 


PRAYER TIMES 


; M:18 - Fajr 


■ 05:35. (Sunrise) Duha 

I1j 43„ Dhuhr 

j 15:10 ‘AST 

i 17^1 -...Maghreb 

j 19:08 ‘Isha 


CHURCHES 


• SL Mary of Nazaretli Chur* 
Sweffieh. TeL 5920740 


Assemblies of God Church Te! 
46527S5 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 
4624590 

Terra Sanaa Church TeL 
4622366 

Ang&can Church Tel. 
462-W5.V46Z4KI I. 

St Afhan Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 771751. 

Amman International Church 

Tel. 865897 

German -speaking EvangeOcai 
Congregation TeL 568S404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in .Amman Tel. SI 1 295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints Tel. 4654^32 
St John the Baptist at De la 
Safle Coflege TeL 5661757 
Church of the Annunciation 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4623541 

Church of Presentation, Suei- 
Seh TeL 5929146 
Tbe Uniate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The English-Language 

Cathoik Parish TeL 46I4IW 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
892679 

Tbe Baptist Church Tel 
4628052 

The Armenian Catholic 
Church 771331 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied h\ ri:e Depart- 
•nem rfMehorvln<r- 
It will be relatively cold, skies 
partly cloudy, temperature* ris- 
ing slightly, winds southwest- 
erly to w esterly moderate, with 
a chance of scattered showers 
in the nonhem and cental parts 
of the Kingdom. In Aqaba, 
skies will be sunny to partly 
cloudy, winds northerly mod- 
erate, and seas calm. 


Dr. Kha&d.Abdo 4657(29 

Dt AlxUBafilayyin] 46201 15 

Firas pharmacy 5661912 

Ferdcms pharmacy 778536 

AI Asona pharmacy ....4637(65 
Nairoukh pharmacy ...4623672 
AI Salam pharmacy -.4656730 

Yacoo b pharmacy -4644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy ..4637660 
Napb pharmacy -.847632 




IRBIP: 

Dr. Ghaala*amDeti -*.250080 
AI Qods pharmacy ( — ) 


MinJMax. temp. 

Amman 

Aqaba 

Deserts 

Jordan Yalfex ... . 


05/13 

._ .09/20 
JC'*5 




Z.ARQA: 

Dr. Saiah SaffariDL 987565 

Khalifeh pharmacy 9S5417 


Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 7S711I 

Telephone Information i directo- 
ry assistance) ...„ 121 

Overseas Colls ......010230 

Central Ammon Telephone 

Repairs - .4623101 

AMali Tel. Repairs .5661101 

Jordon Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774 1 1 1 

Water Authority 5680100 

J. Electricity Authority ...SI 561 5 

Electric Power Co .4636381 

RJ Flight Information..44-53200 
Queen Ala Inti. .Airport _44-5 3200 


Italian. Al-Muhajreen 777101/3 

AI-Bashir. .775111/26 

Army. Marita 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 5602240/50 
Amal Hospital .5674155 


ZARQA: 

Zarqa 


deponment at the Queen Alia 
Internationa] Airport TeL 
<44)53200 where it should always 
be verified. Information on other 
flights is obtained on telephone 
(41) 52700 or (44) 523250. 


DEPARTURES 


:i£! RfJUr "V 

■“« 9 Ci'mt ■ ■ " i . 


Hospital 


HOSPITALS 


EMERGENCIES 


Yesterday \ high tcmpcraWres: 
Amman Iri Aqaba 19 Humidi- 
ty readings: Amman 59 per cent. 
Aqaba 35 percent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DlTi' 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Mukhfcs Mazahrah -S20425 
Dc Wtsam Hmyyin__— 748563 


Food Coatroi Centre,.-46371 1 1 
Cr.'u Etfena Dqjanmere -5661 1 1 1 
Ci-.il Defence Immediate Res- 
et* — - 4630341 

C:«; Defence Emcreency 1 99 

RfiaraeFbie 5914621111.4637777 

Fire Brigade..- - ..4617101 

Bleed Bank.- - 775121 

Highway Police- 843402 

Traffic Police 89&390 

Public Secariry Dqx..-. 463032! 

Hotel GTmplainLs 36058(10 

Price Complaints...- 5661 176 

Uv&SeMraBeGcrnpiares 897467 


AMMAN: 

The .\nb Centre fee Heart and Spe- 
cial Surgery 5921199 
The Islamic Ahdli . 5666131/7 

Hussein Medical GnareTd 836S13. 
856856 

Luanda 4630195 

Khalidi Maternity..— .464428 1/6 

Akilch Motmuty 4642441/2 

Jahal Amman .Vfaremicy 4642362 
MulhasJ. Amman. .....4636140 
Palestine. Shmeisani ...3607071 
Shmeisani Hospital ....3669131 

University Hosj^ial 845845 

Al-Muasber Hospital 5667227/9 
Al-Ahli. Abdali 3664 164/6 


Zarqa 

-...(09)983323 

Notional Hospital 
jOtiWWifin 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)086732 

AI Hikma Modem Hospital 
((Wtoonoon 

CRB ED: 

Princess 

Basina Hospital 
- .402)275555 

Greek 

Catholic Hospital 
(02»27’*' r 75 

Ibn AI 

Nafees Hospital 
(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess 

103)314111 

Haya Hosphd 


ARRIVALS 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07:15 Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

0730 .Damascus (RJ) 

09:30 — . — New Delhi (RJ) 

0935 Karachi Dubai (RJ) 

10J15 Beirut (RJ) 

1(H30 Colombo (RJ) 

10:40 Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

la:00 ~3Iew York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

16:20 ...» — Cairo (RJ) 

London, Berlin (RJ) 

19 JO -Frankfurt (RJ) 

05:30 .Bangkok (RJ) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) FSgbts .''jJ 1 &Wt m - ■ • - 

OS.-OO Aqaba (add) 'hut r ‘,Tfr : 

06^0 BeinatBft'W* h 

09d5 Ftankfirt(R^N|^ 

12130 — Amstrrdani, New 

12.-00 M3 an Madrid 

12KI0 — Geneva. Brussels (RD f ‘\V' 

12:10 Parisdti)^^/^* 

12:15 London (^ ■ 

12J0 Cairo 0S \ h\ , ; ’ ' 

20K»5 JUyadh, Dhabsnfl®-: >’ ^ W : 

20:15 Bombay J ^ ' 


20-jo 

... /nft . I ^*4| I 


20^0 

21:00 ...Abu 


jeldah . Sjft j, 1 *• ^ 


Other Flights 

07:00 Bdrat ^ 


w ' ,vv ■■ . - -.i - ^ I 

14:15 Abu Dhabi, Bahrain ^ oni 


14:45 Riyadi C^ : i r ^ ( i5 nil '(rc. 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This infornotion is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 


Other Flights 

Riyadh (SV) 

J™" — — Vienna (OS) 

loroO ....JDubai. Damascus (EK) 
21:10 — fttns. Damascus (AF) 
2S Alhens(OA) 

• — -London. Btmn (BA) 

"rt -Amsterdam OCL) 

G3--5 Rome (AZ) 


15:50 Vienna m 

19KX) D ubai 

23-35 .CSWU^®;p f 4^i f 

23-55 rv»m«n« 


23^5 _ 

00-J5 

03 KM — 
04:20 




— -Amsterdnin(^-^. ,^| \j^‘ 


04^0 Jpet® U 

Royal Wings (RW) r 
(No flights on Saturday) r| 
— 
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Queen meets with Hillary Clinton I Committee announces vocational awards for 1998 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor on 
Thursday met with Hillary 
Clinton at the White House 
in Washington D.C., where 
they discussed a range of 
issues that included the 
Middle East peace process, 
the important role of 
women in the region in 
“promoting justice, recon- 


ciliation and peace.* and 
Mrs. Clinton's upcoming 
trip to the region and Jor- 
dan, according to a press 
release Friday. 

Queen Noor, who is the 
chair of the United Nations 
University /International 
Leadership Academy 
Advisory Board, bad 
extended an invitation to 


Mrs. Clinton to participate 
as a speaker in the 
International Leadership 
■ Programme. 

Mrs. Clinton expressed 
her interest in contributing 
to the programme and par- 
ticipating in coming ses- 
sions with current and 
emerging world leaders, 
the statement concluded. 


Eighteen plays to be presented 
during international theatre festival 


By O mar Karrrri 

Special to the Jordan Tones 

AMMAN — Wednesday 
will see die start of the busiest 
time of year for Jordanian 
theatre due to the op ening of 
the Amman International 
Theatre Festival. 

Kicking off at 5:00 pm 
with a parade from Medina 
Circle, participants are sched- 
uled to arrive at the Royal 
Cultural Centre at around 
6:00 pm. for a reception. The 
first show, “As if...” by Jor- 
danian actress, water and 
director Ghada Saba will be 
shown in the Studio stage at 
7:00 pm, and at 830 pm, 
Sawsen Darwaseh’s ‘Three 
Boxes Memory* will begin 
in ifae main hall, 

Over die festival’s two- 
week period, 18 plays, rang- 
ing from silent solo perfor- 
mances through a Tunisian 


version of “Othello" to fofle- 
loric music shows, from nine 
different countries will be 
presented. In addition to five 
Jordanian groups, Palestin- 
ian. Egyptian. Algerian and 
Tunisian performers will rep- 
resent the Arab World, and 
groups from Sweden, France, 
India and Indonesia will 
make this atruly eclectic mix. 
AH the {days will be per- 
formed in foe language of foe 
country of origin. 

In total, 250 people from 
around 30 different countries 
are expected to take pact in 
foe festival. Apart frmn foe 
actual performances, they 
will be participating in a 
number of workshops and 
seminars taking place on var- 
ious aspects of drama, includ- 
ing theatrical music, lighting, 
children’s theatre, Arab the- 
atre in general, and foe estab- 
lishment of an independent 


theatre groups network. 

The festival will expand to 
include performances in 
Irbid, aiming at what organis- 
ers call a “Jordanian Festi- 
val.” The Irbid performances 
win take place at A1 Shan] 
Theatre and Yannouk Uni- 
versity's “201” stage. Perfor- 
mances in Amman will be 
held at foe two stages at foe 
Royal Cultural Centre and A1 
Machini Theatre in Jabal 
Weibdeh. 

Organised by two indepen- 
dent theatre groups, Fawa- 
nees from Jordan and Al War- 
sh&fiom Egypt, and support- 
ed by the Amman Municipal- 
ity, the festival is specially 
designed for independent 
groups with a view toward 
bringing th«m together and 
providing a platform for a 
cultural exchange between 
the participating nations. 





ACTING FM MEETS WITH GENERAL: Acting Foreign Minister Ihlal Sata’an AJ 
Hassan receives Brigadier General ILM. Knbalati, head of the observer mission in 
Jerusalem on the occasion of the end of his tour of duty (Petra photo) 


l AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Arbitrators Committee for 
i foe 1998 A1 Hassan Bin 
; Talal Award for Academic 
Excellence has issued its 
1 report on awards for the 
national vocational and 
technical education institu- 
tions. 

The committee, which is 
chaired by HRH Princess 
Sarvath, said 17 applica- 
tions were submitted this 
year. 

The basic criteria for 
evaluating the projects 
were set as follows by the 
Arbitrators Commitree: 

1. Distinction: 

a) The project should be a 
new or developed idea. 

b) The project should 
have been tried and tested 
with positive results. 

c ) The project should pre- 
sent an exceptional product 
and surpass conventional 

Murdered 

woman, 

children 

buried 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
bodies of Fasl Ahmad 
Khamaiseh and her four 
children were laid to rest 
Friday at noon in the town 
of Sammou in the north- 
ern Irbid governorate. 

The 26-year-old woman 
and her children, all under 
eight years of age, were 
stabbed to death Wednes- 
day by her 36-year-old 
husband, identified by the 
police only as A.K. 

After stabbing his fami- 
ly members to death, the 
man was reported to have 
surrendered to police, 
who opened an immediate 
investigation- and sent foe - 
bodies to the Princess 
Basma ; Hospital inTrbid 
for an autopsies. 

The man was reported 
to have told police that he 
committed the crime after 
he had lost hope of con- 
tinuing to provide for his 
family. He added that he 
had been contemplating 
the action for some time. 


Internet users e-mailing in Arabic face mixed results 
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By Ahmed Naser 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — E-mailing in Arabic script 
has marie a mixed debut on foe Jordan- 
ian on-line scene with the intnxhictian of 
an Arabic conference to the array of 
available conferences offered by a local 
Bulletin Board Service (BBS). 

“Arabi 98” is foe brainchild of “Ara- 
bia,” a conference moderator on Jordan’s 
leading BBS, Natio nal Eq uipment and 
Technical Services (NETS). 

From this initiative, Arabic on NETS 
took off as its subscribers e-mailed Toil 
am wenta bkhair” (Happy Ed), typed in 
Arabic script, two months ago. 

At present, subscribers from foe ranks 
of the 3300-strong BBS e-mail digitised 
Arabic tunes, wads by the famed Arab 
bard Nizar Qabarri and simple messages 
presenting jokes or comments to the con- 
ference. 

“Tins [Arabic] is our language and we 
should do all we can to preserve it,” said 
Sahar Aloul, NETS' content manager 

However, it appears that posting mes- 
sages in Arabic has hit a snag due to 
technical limitations. 


Unlike text presented in tire Latin- 
based 26-character set, media written in 
Arabic is not portable between foe two 
major platforms, Microsoft Windows 
and Macintosh. 

This same has plagued word 

processor users dealing with Arabic 
script fire years. Moreover, there are no 
simple solutions as is foe case with 
Latin-based print media, where all dial is 
needed is to “save in text format.” 

In tire case of e-mailing in Arabic, 
which is basically transferring text from 
one application to another; it is foe oper- 
ating system (OS) that determines if a 
message can be read wben it reaches its 
destinafion- 

Arabic text e-mailed on NETS from a 
Macintosh can only be viewed on a 
Macintosh and likewise for PCs. 
explained Samer SalhL a system admin- 
istrator at Jord an’s le ading BBS. 

Therefore, NETS' subscribers, who 
can only e-mail each other cohere ntly in 
Arabic within the boundaries of NETS, 
are further limited by their OSs. 

In additi on, the minority of Macin tosh 
users are further isolated on NETS as 
Windows users submit tire majority of 


content on foe Arabi 98 conference. 

As for e-mailing from within the 
boundaries of NETS to the Internet, this 
repeater found that it was possible, bit 
also limited. 

Even if both parties sending and 
receiving a message with Arabic script 
have foe same OS. foe applications used 
to send and receive also play a role. The 
test e-mail message reached its destina- 
tion as gibberish. 

However, tire message became legible 
after it was pasted from tire message box 
into a bilingual word processor applica- 
tion. but even then, a number of charac- 
ters were scrambled 

The problem also affects “LFAX,” a 
free-of-charge service that allows NETS 
subscribers to fax from within tire BBS 
to regular fax machines. 

This unique service does not support 
Arabic, and unlike an illegible e-mail, an 
illegible fax cannot be pasted into a word 
processor. 

From this, the Arabisation of the on- 
line experience awaits the standardisa- 
tion of its simplest and most integral 
component — Arabic text — as a medi- 
um of exchange. 


methods. 

d) The project should 
contribute significantly to 
the development of both 
teachers and students. 

2. Community service: 

a) The institution itself 
should benefit from the 
presented project. 

b) The project should be 
comprehensive and benefit 
a large segment of society. 

3. Further matters: 

a) The project should be 
clearly defined. 

b) The project should be 
presented by a group or 
institution. 

c) The project should 
have sustainability. 

The following evalua- 
tions were submitted by the 
committee members: 

One: A number of pro- 
jects were excluded for not 
meeting the criteria set for 
this year's award. 


Two: After thorough dis- 
cussions followed by field 
visits, the committee con- 
cluded foe following: 

1) The Erst Place Award 
will not be granted this 
year, because none of foe 
projects showed the excel- 
lence or exceptional cre- 
ativity required to meet foe 
high standards set by foe 
award. 

2) The Second Place 
Award will be granted to 
“Developing Support Ser- 
vices for Small- and Medi- 
um-Scale Enterprises,” 
submitted by the Vocation- 
al Training Corporation. 

The project proved to be 
pioneering, aiming to offer 
specialised technical and 
advisory services to small- 
and medium-sized indus- 
tries. These industries play 
a vital role in the national 
economy and employ a 


large number of workers 
(64,900). The project was 
implemented in approxi- 
mately 1,000 enterprises. 
By training foe manage- 
ment in administrative 
affairs and offering spe- 
cialised technical consul- 
tancy, the results showed 
an increase in work organi- 
sation. productivity, com- 
petitiveness and profitabili- 
ty. 

The Vocational Training 
Corporation is currently 
implementing and develop- 
ing the project to encom- 
pass similar -Jordanian 
industrial enterprises. 

3) The Third Place Award 
will be granted to foe 
“Assembly of an Electrical 
Trainer,” submitted by - 
Prince Abdullah Bin A) 1 
Hussein Vocational Sec- 
ondary School in Ajloun. 

This project was the : 


result of a personal effort to 
develop a device for basic 
and practical electrical 
training in vocational 
schools. By developing and 
implementing this device, 
the results showed an 
increase in equipment fife 
span, less material wastage 
and use of materials and 
resources available locally. 
The final outcome aids in 
saving financial expendi- 
ture and eliminating the 
need for foreign imports. 

As a result, this trainer 
has been adopred for use by 
a number of vocational 
schools and training cen- 
tres operating under foe 
Ministry of Education. 

The award was estab- 
lished in 1995 to encourage 
academic, scientific, and 
technological activities in 
all institutions involved in 
education and training. 


Rifai returns from meeting in Sanaa 


AMMAN (Petra) — Senate 
Speaker Zeid Rifai returned 
home Friday after taking 
part in foe 31st meeting of 
the Arab Parliamentary 
Union (APU), which was 
held in the Yemeni capital 
of Sanaa. 

Mr. Rifai met with Yemeni 
President Ali Abdullah 


Saleb and conveyed condo- 
lences from His Majesty 
King Hussein and His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan on the death 
of former Yemeni President 
Skeikb Abdul Rahman A1 
Iryanl. 

He also held talks with 
Yemeni Premier Faraj Ben 


Ghanem on Jordanian- 
Yemeni cooperation and the 
APU meeting. 

At the meeting, Mr. Rifai 
delivered an address stress- 
ing the importance of Arab 
solidarity in dealing with 
the obstacles facing foe 
Arab and Muslim nations, 
as well as foe latest develop- 


ments in the Middle East, 
particularly the peace 
process. 

Accompanying Mr. Rifai 
were Senators Tbouqan 
Hindawi. Raja’i Dajani, and 
lawdai Sboul and Deputies 
Yousef Shreideh. Baijas 
Hadid, Mukhled Zawahreh 
and Osama Milkawi. 


Higher temperatures, less rain forecast 

Weather-related accidents leave nine dead 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Department of Meteorology 
Friday forecast that temper- 
atures will gradually rise 
over foe next few days with 
no possibility of heavy rain. 

A department official told 
foe Jordan Times that foe 
low pressure cell which 
affected Jordan and the east- 
ern Mediterranean region 
. Wednesday. -and Thursday 
has now moved to the north- 
east.- The intensity of foe 
cold fronts accompanying 


the depression will gradual- 
ly diminish, he added. 

On Saturday, foe weather 
will continue to be cold, 
with temperatures reaching 
a high of 12 c C and a low of 
2° C, with a chance of rain 
in foe northern and central 
parts of foe Kingdom. 

Temperatures will contin- 
ue a gradual rise Sunday 
and beyond, foe official 
said. 

Meanwhile, local press 
reports quoting Civil 


Defence Department 
sources said the recent bliz- 
zard and rains caused 149 
road accidents and other 
incidents that resulted in the 
death of nine people. 

The reports spoke of 
numerous instances of 
flooded homes in low-lying 
areas, with civil defence 
personnel called on to offer 
assistance.- — v- 

According to these 
reports, the rain has pushed 
foe amount of water behind 


foe country's dams to more 
than 120 million cubic 
metres. 

The King Talal Dam, the 
Kingdom's largest, is 
reported to be holding 66 
million cubic metres out of 
a total capacity of 80 mil- 
lion. Among foe other main 
dams, Karameh Dam is now 
holding 31 million. Wadi A1 
Arab 15.5 * ’ million, 
Sharhabeel 3 million. Wadi 
Shneib" 1.6'- nfifotirc^and 
Kafrein 2.3 million. 


U.S. press group asks for intervention on 
behalf of journalists facing prosecution 


By Alia Shukri Hamzeh 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — The U.S.- 
based Committee to Protea 
Journalists (CPJ) has this 
week called on His Majesty 
King Hussein to intervene 
on behalf of Jordanian jour- 
nalists who face prosecu- 
tion for their published 
work. 

In a letter addressed to the 
King, foe CPJ expressed 
deep concern over recent 
cases of what it called 
“government interference 
with independent journal- 
ism,” which it said “violat- 
ed international standards 
for a free press,” and criti- 
cised what it described as 
the government’s “ongoing 
censorship of foreign publi- 
cations entering Jordan ” 

“As a non-partisan organ- 
isation of journalists dedi- 
cated to the defence of our 
colleagues’ rights through- 
out the world, the CPJ 
views foe arrest and prose- 
cution of journalists and foe 
censorship of newspapers 
as clear violations of the 


right to seek, receive, and 
impart information and 
ideas through any media 
and regardless of frontiers, 
as guaranteed by Article 19 
of the Universal Declara- 
tion of Human Rights,” foe 
letter said. 

The letter, made available 
to the Jordan Times via e- 
mail, proposed several rec- 
ommendations “aimed at 
safeguarding press free- 
doms in Jordan and bring- 
ing Jordan’s practices in 
accordance with 

international standards for a 
free press.” 

The recommendations 
included halting all crimi- 
nal prosecution and deten- 
tion of journalists in 
response to foeir published 
work and an end to prose- 
cution of journalists under 
statutes of foe penal code. 

It also recommended an 
end to censorship of foreign 
publications, and a guaran- 
tee that any future amend- 
ments to the press law 
would preserve media plu- 
ralism. 

“We are concerned that 


foe threat of detention and 
criminal action inhibits foe 
ability of the press to work 
freely.” foe CPJ statement 
said. 

Several journalists have 
been sentenced, detained or 
interrogated in the past few 
weeks. 

They include four jour- 
nalists from Shihan weekly 
who were sentenced to six 
months imprisonment and a 
fine of JDI.OOO each for an 
article and a caricature that 
the court found slanderous 
to Islamist Deputy Moham- 
mad Ra’fat, who made a 
controversial visit to Israel 
in December. 

The CPJ also listed Bas- 
sam Badarine. the Amman 
correspondent for foe Lon- 
don-based daily A1 Quds AJ 
Arabi, Abdul Hadi Raji A1 
Majali, editor-in-chief of 
Abed Rabbo, and Omar 
Qoulab and Sami Zubaidi 
of AJ Bilad weekly, who 
were either charged, 
detained or interrogated for 
allegedly violating foe law. 

The letter said it had doc- 
umented numerous 


instances of distribution 
bans of foreign newspapers, 
such as the London-based 
dailies A1 Quds AI Arabi 
and Al Hayat for what foe 
government perceived as 
unfavourable coverage of 
Jordanian affairs. 

It said that foe CPJ docu- 
mented around 15 confisca- 
tions of issues of Al Quds 
Al Arabi in 18 days last 
October. 

The letter also hailed a 
High Court decision that 
ruled amendments to foe 
Press and Publications Law. 
enacted in May 1997 while 
Parliament was in recess, as 
“unconstitutional." It also 
expressed concern over 
prospects of introduction of 
similar amendments by foe 
government because foe 
High Court ruling “faulted 
the means of enactment, 
and not the amendments ” 
foe letter said. 

“The CPJ views foe 
court’s ruling... as a posi- 
tive development for press 
freedom in Jordan,” foe 
statement said. 


Zarqa ‘thieves market’ popular despite suspicions Italian violinist, pianist to perform in Amman 


CHARITY BAZAAR 

* first charity bazaar by 
, Na’En Society at its head- 
quarters in Hashmi Al 
Shamali, Taghatir quarters, 
Bafoa Street, until March 21 
(including handicrafts, 
embroidery, pottery and oth- 
ers). 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Works by late Iraqi artist 
Seddiq Ahmad at Hammura- 
bi ArtGaHoy, Gardens Street 
(TeL 5695027), until March 
29. 

* Works by Sana’ Kayyaii 
at Orient Gallery, Shmrisani 
(Tel 5681303/41 until March 
26. (Proceeds will gp to AI 
Quite Al Sharif Defending 
Association). 

* Woks by Jordanian artist 
Yousef Baddawi at Darai Al 
fimun. Jabal Weibdeh, until 
April 9 (TeL 4643251/2). 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Souq Al 
Haramieh (thieves market), a 
complex of 30 stores located 
in downtown Zarqa, sells 
used or possibly stolen goods 
and is frequented by 2,000 
people daily, Zarqa residents 
and maiket owners say. 

Hie market has become 


ranging from electric appli- 
ances to nails and nuts can be 
found there and ate sold at 
prices far lower than in other 
stores, according to cus- 
tomers. 

They said foe owners of foe 
stores belong to the same 
family and do not allow any- 
body outside the family into 
ihebismess. 

“We sell scrap items and 
used home appliances. We 
boy from foe public but we do 
not trade in stolen goods, as 
many believe,” according to 


one of foe owners, who pre- 
fened azwnymily. 

But according to local 
Zarqa residents, the police 

often visit these states after a 
robbery is repotted to deter- 
mine if foe goods reported 
stolen turn op thsre. 

One customer claimed that 
foe complex is called the 
thieves market due to foe fact 
that many robbers and per- 
sons wanted by the police or 
homeless people used to sleep 
in it 

Another shopkeeper 
claimed that his store’s good- 
wifi is worth JD 13,000 
because of foe numerous cus- 
tomers and the good business 
he is doing. But he too strong- 
ly denied that he deals in 
stolen goods. 

The owner said that if a per- 
son offered him. a JD 150 tele- 
vision ser for JD50, he would 


decline to buy it because It 
would probably be stolen. 

A customer interviewed by 
Al Ra’i re porters said goods 
in these stores are sold cheap 
since they are used items. 
This is favourable far those 
who cannot afford new hems 
in other stores, foe customer 
added. 

Ahmad Nawairi, & frequent 
souq customer, said he often 
calls at these stores to buy 
wrenches, fans or garden 
tools. 

Abdul Rahmad Ayed, 
another customer, said he did 
not care if foe hems og sale 
woe stolen or not, as long as 
they were useful and served 
their purpose. 

He said one can buy used 
chandeliers, aluminium or 
copper wire, knives and cut- 
ters among a wide range of 
items from these stores. 


By Jean-CIaude Elias 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Italian violin 
master Massimo de Bon- 
fils is back in Amman for 
another series of perfor- 
mances that promises to 
be at least as thrilling as 
his memorable duet here 
with guitarist Giuseppe 
Petrella in October 1996. 

Under the patronage of 
Hind Sharif Nasser, two 
recitals will take place, 
with Maestro de Bonfils 
on violin and Ann am aria 
Strano on piano. Both 
events are presented by 
the National Music Con- 
servatory/Noor Al Hussein 
Foundation and the Italian 
Embassy in Amman. 

The first recital will be 
on Monday at the concert 
hall of the Union Bank in 



Massimo de Bonfils Annamaria Strano 


Shmeisani and foe second 
on Tuesday at Romero 
restaurant in Jabal 
Amman, 3rd circle area. 
The artists will play works 
by Mozart, Antonin Dvo- 
rak, Robert Schumann, 


Gaetano Donizetti, 

Johannes Brahms. Fritz 
Kneisler, Isaac Aibeniz. 
Caspar Cassado and Astor 
Piazzolla. 

In addition to an inter- 
pretation reflecting foe 


exquisite finesse and sen- 
sitivity that are well 
known to Italian musi- 
cians, Annamaria Strano 
and Massimo de Bonfils 
will present a particularly 
interesting transcription of 
pieces by Spanish com- 
poser Aibeniz and Argen- 
tinean jazz-tango "wiz- 
ard" Piazzolla. Originally 
written for the bandonion 
(accordion), Piazzolla’ s 
contemporary works bene- 
fit from a beautiful render- 
ing on the violin by Mr. de 
Bonfils. 

Annamaria Strano and 
Massimo de Bonfils have 
studied with the world’s 
greatest professors. They 
have won numerous 
international awards and 
have extensively per- 
formed abroad. 
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German nuclear shipment 


sparks huge protests 


WALHEIM, Germany fRi 
— A controversial rail ship- 
ment of nuclear waste, pro- 
tected by a huge police 
presence, made ~ its way 
through Germany Friday 
after being repeatedly held 
up during the night by anti- 
nuclear activists. 

Protesters chained them- 
selves to the tracks and a 
policeman died as one of 
Europe's biggest ecological 
protests in recent years 
swung into action. 

Thousands of police have 
been drafted in to secure the 
passage of six containers of 
spent nuclear waste cells 
from power plants in south- 
ern Germany to a storage 
depot several hundred kilo- 
metres to the north. 

Anti-nuclear groups said 
around 5.000 protesters had 
gathered by the storage 
depot in Ahuus. to the north 
of the city of Cologne, 
awaiting the arrival of the 
consignment later in the 
day. 

Demonstrations outside 
the depot early Friday were 
broken up by police, who 
have cordoned off a 500- 
metre wide no-go corridor 


for the train over the final 
12 km to the dump. Around 
150 protesters were taken 
into custody early Friday. 

The rail shipment, which 
set out overnight from a sta- 
tion in the southern town of 
Walhcim. was interrupted 
after just 10 km when a 
handful of demonstrators 
chained themselves to the 
track near the town of 
Lauffen. 

It had to be diverted onlo a 
parallel stretch of rail fur- 
ther up after one protester 
had cemented himself to the 
track. 

Earlier, one of the police- 
men involved in the security 
operation died when he was 
hit by an oncoming train 
j'ust outside the southern 
town of Wuerzburg. 
Officials said the accident 
was not in any way caused 
by protesters. 

The waste shipment has 
sparked a political row- in 
Germany, which relies on 
nuclear power for around a 
third of its overall energy 
requirements. Surveys con- 
sistently show a large num- 
ber of Germans uneasy 
about nuclear power. 


Wolfgang Clement state 
premier-designate of north 
Rhine-Westphalia. the 
Social Democrat-controlled 
state in which Ahaus is 
located, called the ship- 
ments a provocation and 
“irresponsible madness". 

Politicians for Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl's Christian 
Democrats (CDU) hit out at 
the opposition SPD for try- 
ing to make political capital 
out of the issue. 

“This is pure party propa- 
ganda — they're election- 
eering." said Helmut 
Linssen. parliamentary 
chairman of the local CDU 
party in north Rhine- 
Westphalia. on 

Deutschlandradio Berlin. 

Environment Minister 
Angela Merkel said nuclear 
waste shipments across 
Germany would be needed 
for years to come because 
of a nuclear policy laid 
down in 1979 by the federal 
government and Germany's 
regions, including those that 
are SPD-con trolled. 

Thursday, the anti-nuclear 
activists were caught off 
guard w'hen authorities 
be can to move waste con- 


tainers out of several south 
German locations to a rail 
collection point in Walheim 
several days earlier than 
expected. 

Behind a force of more 
than 4.000 police, three 
containers were moved in 
flat-bed trucks from the 
Neckarwesiheim power 
plant near Stuttgart past 300 
demonstrators. 

.Along with three other 
containers from the 
Gundremmingen plant in 
nearby Bavaria, they then 
stoned their rail joumev to 
Ahaus. The journey was 
expected to take between 1 1 
and 13 hours. 

Germany's anti-nuclear 
lobby has in the past organ- 
ised huge protests number- 
ing in the hundreds of thou- 
sands against the transport 
of nuclear waste. 

A year ago. about 30.000 
police were deployed in 
Germany's biggest post- 
world "war two security 
operation to guard a ship- 
ment of nuclear waste to the 
Gorleben storage depot 
against protesters who have 
been prepared to sabotage 
trains in their cause. 



German riot police arrest and remove an anti-nuclear 
protestor from the railways to the nuclear waste storage 
facility of the north-western German town of Ahaus. 
Some 30.000 policemen are guarding the rail transport 
of six special containers called CASTOR with spent 
nuclear fuel on its about 800-km-long way (Reuters 
photo) 


45 killed in Afghan 


airlines jet crash 


SHARKI BARATAYI, 
Afghanistan ( AFP) — All 45 
people on board an Afghan 
airlines Boeing 727 were 
killed when the aged plane 
crashed in bad weather here 
south of the capital Kabul, 
officials said Friday. 

Rescue workers found the 
wreckage on Sharki Baratayi 
mountain 15 kilometres 
south .of Kabul,, but their 
grisly job of recovering the 
bodies and black box- flight 
recorder was hampered by 
land mines in the area. 

An Arianu Afghan airlines 
official at the site said the 
plane crashed at 2:00 p.m. 
1 1030 GMT) Thursday as it 
hit a bank of cloud, rain and 
sleet near the capital killing 
1 3 crew and 32 passengers. 

“There were 45 people on 
board including 13 crew 
members and they have all 
been killed." said 
Mohammad Sharif. an 
employee of Ariana Airlines 
who was busy searching for 
the black box. 

An .AFP journalist at the 
siie counted 32 charred and 
badly mutilated bodies being 
carried down the mountain 
and a further 35 bags of bod\ 
parts including charred 
heads and limbs of the ill- 
fared passengers. 

The rescue workers, who 
were mostly Tuleban soldiers 
and Ariana employees, car- 
ried the victims down the 
mountainside in blankets, 
sheets of plastic, duty free 
carrier bags and cotton 
sheets. 

I'nlike the passengers' 
corpses, there was little 
remaining of the plane, 
which smashed into the 
mountain around metres 
below the summit, leaving a 
black scorch mark around 
200 metres wide and 100 
metres high. 

Further down a gorge, a 
tyre could be seen but rescue 
workers were reluctant to 
approach it due to the prolif- 
eration of land mines in the 


several Soviet anti-personnel 
mines laid to protect Kabul 
from attack were spotted 
dose to the main path. 

The plane — which was 
one of Ariana's four func- 
tioning Boeing 727's — was 
on its way back to Kabul 
from Mecca to pick up more 
Muslim pilgrims for the 
annual hajj. 

THete were no' details oh 
who the passengers were, 
and if any Talebarr officials 
— who frequently use the 
service from their southern 
base to the capital — were 
on board. 

An Ariana official at the 
site, however, said there was 
a possibility that Taleban 
officials may have been 
among the casualties as 
many Taleban pick-up trucks 
had rushed to the scene. 

Officials said the plane had 
early Thursday flown into 
Kandahar from the city of 
Sharjah in the United Arab 
Emirates to let off passen- 
gers. and then resumed its 
journey to the capital Kabul. 

Ariana airlines, which is 
now run by the strict Muslim 
Taleban militia, still operates 
an ageing fleet of aircraft, ail 
purchased to •-er. ice the 
enuntn 's biioming trade and 
tourist industries before the 
Soviet invasion of 1 979. 

Until the end of last year 
the planes were sen- iced by 
Air France in Toulouse and 
the cash-strapped drline has 
since been in search of a new 


area. 

On the two- hour walk up 
the mountain to the crash site 
— which remained engulfed 
in mist and heavy rain — 


maintenance contract. 

Ariana currently operates 
services to the Gulf cities of 
Dubai and Sharjah. Amritsar 
in India and occasionally to 
various European destina- 
tions for cargo flights. 

However the airline has 
recently been hit by a series 
of serious accidents. In 
January, an Antonov 32 
plane on a domestic route 
crashed in bad weather on 
Pakistani soil killing all SO 
on board. 

Las! year a Tupolev jet 
crashed on a training flight in 
the eastern city of Jalalabad, 
killine five crew- members. 


Two more 
members of 
Basque 
separatist 
commando 
unit arrested 


MADRID (AFP) — Two 
more members of a com- 
mando unit linked to the 
armed Basque separatist 
group ETA were arrested 
Friday, bringing to 13 the 
number of people held in 
the case, the interior min- 
istry said. 

The latest arrests were of 
Jose Ramon Alcerreka 
Bastarrarena and his 
daughter Aran. The pair 
were nabbed in Anzuoia. 
located in the Basque 
province of Guipuzcoa. a 
ministry spokesman said. 

Interior Minister Jaime 
Mayor Orcja announced 
Thursday that authorities 
had smashed the comman- 
do unit called “Araba" by 
arresting 1 1 people and 
seizing various weapons 
and about 100 kilo- 
grammes of explosives. 

Police uncovered anoth- 
er stash of weapons Friday 
in a garage in Anzuoia, the 
ministry said, adding it 
had been kept by two of 
the 13 arrested. 

The arms included 15 
kilogrammes of the explo- 
sive Amosal. 3.5 kilo- 
grammes of chloral ite. six 
sections of grenade- 
launchers. a rifle, ammuni- 
tion. remote control 
devices, and false vehicle 
number plates. 

A series of attacks was 
being planned on council- 
lors from the ruling con- 
servative Popular Party 
t PPi in the Burgos area, 
the Madrid daily ABC 
reported Friday. 

PP representatives are a 
regular ETA target. Since 
last July four councillors 
have been killed. 

The “Araba" ceil is 
blamed for at least four 
bomb attacks since May- 
1997. none of which have 
claimed victims. 


Curry restaurant too clean, 
city council rules out 


LONDON (R) — The 
owner of a British curry 
restaurant spent £ I f >0.000 
(SJ 70.000) brightening 
up his establishment only 
to be told the bricks were 
too clean and out of step 
with the neighbours. 

Islington Council in 
north *" London told 
Mofakharul Shahin he 
should blacken the bricks 
with soot to make the 
curry house blend in with 
the rest of the terrace, the 


Times newspaper report- 
ed Friday. 

Mr. Shahin has so far 
refused to comply. 

'They want it to be 
dirty and scruffy like 
other buildings in the 
street. Can they be seri- 
ous? Do they really want 
me to cover the brick- 
work with soot ?" he com- 
plained. 

Mr. Shahin bought the 
premises for £90.000 
when they were derelict. 


flooded with sewage and 
inhabited by rats and 
pigeons. He renovated 
the place and replaced 
the decaying facade with 
antique bricks. 

A council spokesman 
said; “One of the things 
we try to do in Islington 
is try and maintain a cer- 
tain harmonious look. He 
ignored that. It doesn't 
matter where the bricks 
come from, they did not 
blend in." 


Amnesty condemns arrests, beai 
ahead of Pope’s visit to Nigeria 


LONDON (AFP) — 
.Amnesty International said 
Friday arrests and beatings 
of human rights activists 
had continued in Nigeria 
even as the country pre- 
pared to welcome Pope 
John Paul II this weekend. 

The human rights watch- 
dog said “the Pope's 
impending visit has not 
been enough to stop the 
Nigerian authorities from 
brutally suppressing dis- 
senting opinions in the 
country." 

The Pope is to visit the 
West African country from 
Saturday through Monday. 

“If the government can go 
on arresting and intimidat- 
ing people just for unending 
seminars or marches while 
the media spotlight is 
focused on Nigeria, it sends 
a very clear message to the 
Nigerian people — that fun- 
damental freedoms are still 
not tolerated even durinz 


tne government s pro- 
claimed ‘transition to 
democracy*." 


It said on March 3 a 
human rights activist, 
lawyer Olisa Agbakoba was 
beaten and gun-butted in the 
face by police when he 
attempted to negotiate with 
police officers. He was 
charged with public order 
offences, with about 30 oth- 
ers. for organising a pro- 
democracy march in Lagos. 

Both Mr. Agbakoba and 
lawyer Femi Falana, who 
was released earlier this 
week from six days deten- 
tion without charge for 
attending a labour seminar, 
were defence lawyers in the 
trials which resulted in the 
execution of rights activist 
Ken Saro-Wiwa and eight 
other Ogoni tribesmen in 
November 1995. said 
Amnesty. 

This prompted Nigeria's 
suspension from the 54- 
nation Commonwealth. 

Amnesty said government 
officials have warned jour- 
nalists not to speculate 
about the secret treason trial 
which bezan in February of 


deputy head of state 
General Oladipo Diva and 
25 others. It said that since 
1983. when the military 
overthrew the last elected 
civilian government, nearly 
90 people had been execut- 
ed in what it termed “gross- 
ly unfair and politically- 
motivated trials." 

It said the military author- 
ities had openly threatened 
the press not to risk facing 
the same fate as four jour- 
nalists jailed for 15 years 
for reporting gross injus- 
tices of the last treason trials 
by special milirarv tribunal 
in 1995. 

Amnesty said it had been 
appealing for urgent med- 
ical care for some of the 
1995 treason prisoners and 
other prisoners of con- 
science detained in what it 
said were “life threatening 
conditions." 

One of the prisoners, for- 
mer deputy head of state 
Major General Shehu Musa 
Yar'Adua. died in prison in 
December. 


Pardon for deposed Cambodian 
prince remains on hold 


PHNOM PENH i AFP) — 
A pardon for deposed 
Cambodian co Premier 
Prince Norodom 

Ranariddh remained on 
hold Friday as government 
officials tried to contact 
Firs: Prime Minister Ung 
Hue: to give a verdict. 

Ung H’jol the foreign 
minister who replaced ihe 
prince as powerful Second 
Prime Minister Hun Sen's 
coalition partner last 
August, is abroad and 
unable to be contacted 
directly, a senior Hun Sen 
adviser said. 

“We have no direct con- 
tact with him,” Prak 
Sokhon said. “We are try- 
ing to contact him through 
a third party. As far as we 
can :ei? he has not got the 
messages, so we will have 
to wait." 

King Norodom Sihanouk 
has requested a pardon for 
two criminal convictions 
by a Phnom Penh coun 
this month. The pardon is 
necessary for the exiled 
prince to return to 
Cambodia and participate 
in July's scheduled elec- 


tions. 

King Sihanouk has said 
the pardon will be useless 
because a damages order 
of $54 million against the 
prince remains in force, 
but he asked the co-pre- 
miers for their opinion. 

A response to the king 
was drafted Thursday but 
had not been signed 
Friday. 

Prak Sokhon said Hun 
Sen had agreed to the 


wording of the response 
but would not sign it until 
Ung Huot had also 
approved it. 

He would not reveal 
details of the response, 
which the king has predict- 
ed will not meet his 
requirements to grant the 
pardon. 

Ung Huot. who is 
believed to be in Thailand 
on a private visit, is not 
expected to return to 
Cambodia until at least 
Sunday, according to an 
official with his new 
Reastr Niyum (Populism) 
party. 

King Sihanouk demand- 
ed the prime ministers 
specifically agree to the 
pardon in writing. 

But he predicted they 
would say either that the 
matter was for him to 
decide alone or that a par- 
don should not be granted 
unless the prince admits 
his guilt. “In these two 
cases. I will decide nothing 
at all. The royal pardon 
will not be granted.” the 
ailing " 75-\ ear-old 
monarch sjid in an inter- 
view with staff in Beijing 
where he is now in seclu- 
sion. 

In addition, the king 
slammed the Japanese- 
sponsored peace plan 
under which the pardon is 
to be granted saving it had 
succeeded only "in unjustly 
making his son a “double 
criminal. " 

“The only result 
obtained by the Japanese 
plan is to make His Roval 


Highness Norodom 
Ranariddh a double crimi- 
nal. which is an injustice to 
him." the king said. 

“In all ways, the famous 
Japanese plan can only fall 
through." 

Wednesday, a Phnom 
Penh court sentenced rhe 
prince in absentia to 30 
years jail for colluding 
with the Khmer Rouge to 
topple the government. 
Earlier, he was sentenced 
to five years for weapons 
smuggling. Wednesday's 
court also ordered the 
prince to pay more than 
S54 million in compensa- 
tion for damage the gov- 
ernment said resulted from 
his attempt to stage a coup 
d'etat. 

The king said the dam- 
ages would keep the prince 
out of the election regard- 
less of a pardon. 

“In effect, everything has 
been done and forecast to 
absolutely prevent Prince 
Ranariddh from standing 
in the I99S elections 
because he must still pay 
astronomic sums l for) the 
‘broken pots' of July 5 and 
6. 1997." he said, “if he 
does not have enough 
money to pay the colossal 
price for all these ‘broken 
pots' — broken by others 
— he will be sent to prison 
if he dares to return 
home." 

Justice Minister Chem 
Sgnoun confirmed that the 
pardon would not cover 
the compensation dnd said 
if the prince refused to pay. 
he would be sent to prison. 


Nuclear powers sharpen 
opposition to ASEAN 

nuclear-free zone 


NA5UGBU, Philippines 
(AFP) — Nuclear powers 
are objecting to a proposed 
protocol asking them to 
recognise a nuclear 
weapons-free zone in 
South East Asia, an official 

said here Friday. 

Philippine Assistant 
Secretary for Foreign 
Affairs Juanito Harasa said 
there were calls from the 
nuclear powers to delete 
certain provisions in the 
protocol, adding “they 
consider this particular 
matter a fundamental 


issue. 

Mr. Harasa, who heads 
the Association of South 
East Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) working group 
discussing the protocol in 
this town outside Manila, 
said ASEAN foreign min- 
isters were steadfast in 
refusing to revise the pro- 
posed ” treaty declaring 
South East Asia a nuclear 
weapons-free zone. 

Mr. Harasa said the 
results of the group's meet- 
ing. which is trying to 
forge a protocol to get the 
nuclear powers to accede 
to the zone, would be sub- 
mitted to an ASEAN 
Senior Officials Meeting to 
be held here this weekend. 

The main objection was 
to the “negative security 
assurance” in the protocol, 
barring the nuclear powers 
from using nuclear 
weapons in South East 
Asia. Mr. Harasa said 

There were also objec- 
tions to having the nuclear 
weapons-free area include 
the exclusive economic 
zone (EEZ) of ASEAN 


countries, a move that 
would hamper vessels car- 
rying nuclear weapons, 
nuclear fuel or waste. 

EEZs of ASEAN states 
cover wide areas of the sea 
and setting restrictions 
over them could hamper 
freedom of navigation. 

Mr. Harasa would not say 
which nuclear powers had 
raised objections but said 
replies had been received 
from the United States, 
Britain and France. They 
were still waiting to hear 
from China and Russia. 

Sources involved in the 
talks said “France has the 
most hardline position” in 
objecting to certain provi- 
sions of the protocol 

The United States and 
Britain, while also having 
their own objections, “are 
not as forthright." dje 
sources said. 

They added that C hina 
was insisting the protocol 
should state that it would 
not affect sovereignty 
claims over certain territo- 
ries. 

China has outstanding 
sovereignty disputes with 
various South East Asian 
countries over territories in 
the South China Sea. 

The sources said the 
working group would 
advise the ASEAN senior 
officials to move forward 
with the plan despite the 
opposition, but continue 
consulting the nuclear 
powers. 

ASEAN groups Brunei, 
Indonesia, Laos. Malaysia, 
Myanmar, the Philippines, 
Singapore, Thailand and 
Vietnam. 
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1,000 firefighters 
scramble to curb fires 
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RIO DE JANEIRO (AFP) — 
One thousand firemen soon 
will be battling blazes rav- 
aging Brazil's northern stale 
of Rorairaa, which already 
have charred a territory the 
size of Belgium, authorities 
said Thursday. 

"Currently there are 400 
men fighting the fires but 
within a week, we will have 
1,000, as they come in from 
other stales and countries," 
Brazil’s regional police coor- 
dinator Fernando Brandao 
said. 

Argentina decided to send 
in about 100 firefighters and 
aircraft, and Venezuela was 
drawing up a contingency 
plan as the flames reached 
within 50 kiloraerres of its 
southern border. 

Venezuela's civil defence 
set up a firefighting command 
centre in the border town of 
Santa Elena de Uairen. but 


officials said only rain could 
solve die problem in die 
immediate future. 

Matthew Lena of the 
humanitarian group Medecins 
du Monde (Doctors of the 
World) said by phone the situ- 
ation was alarming, and 
threatened the native 
Yanomami people, their lands 
and rhe animals on which they 
depend to live. 

Having triggered a pro- 
longed drought, “the El Nino 
weather phenomenon has 
maximised the effect of the 
blazes," said Reinaldo 
Barbosa, an expert at die 
National Institute of Amazon 
Research in Boa Vista 
Roraima's capital. 

Roraima Governor Neudo 
Ribeiro Catnpos declared a 
state of emergency Jan. 22. 
He said about 20,000 bead of 
cattle have died of hunger and 
thirst. 
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RSPCA uncovers 


appalling conditions for 
animals in European zoos 


LONDON (AFP) — An 
undercover investigation of 
European zoos has found 
hundreds of animals being 
kept in "appalling condi- 
tions." according to Britain’s 
Royal Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals (RSPCA) Friday. 

The probe was conducted 
by the RSPCA which urged 
the European Union to set 
tighter welfare standards. 

RSPCA undercover inspec- 
tors visited 15 zoos in 
Belgium. France, Italy, the 
Netherlands and Spain at the 
end of last year. 

Their findings, published in 
a report entitled “European 
Zoos — Behind the Bare" 
revealed: 

— Animals in direct view of 
their predaiors at the 
Menagerie du Jardin des 
Planies. Paris. Water deer 
were watched by wolves. 

— Distressed tigers pacing 
in cramped enclosures in 
Lunbmgse Zoo, Genk, 
Belgium. 

A ti S er pacing on a raised 
gateau in Parc Zoologique. 
Pans, ill sparse surroundings 
and httle room to exercise. 

“ Rhinos, leopards, tigers. 


elephants, baboons and 
pumas at many zoos were 
found distressed, paring con- 
tinuously and swinging their 
heads. 

Earlier this year, mamb as 
of the European Parliament 
voted overwhelmingly for a 
directive to protect animals 
from suffering in zoos 

throughout Europe. 

The RSPCA wants 
European ministers to adopts 
directive setting mininwtn 
welfare standards as well as a 
licensing and inspection 
scheme. 

Any anfonnl found dis- 
tressed, sick or injured would 
get imme diate attention, nod 
their accommodation would 
have to provide stimulation 
and exercise space. 

David Bowles, bead of lb® 
RSPCA's international 
department said: “We have 
seen evidence of appalling 
conditions in many ® 

E urope’s zoos, and clearly a 
binding directive is the c w 
way to regulate standards and 
prevent suffering." 

He said Britain's zoos wo® 
among the best in fimW 6 
because of existing strict J 6 ®'': 
islation. 
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head faces 

arrest 
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SEOUL (AFP) — The for- 
mer head of South Korea’s 
intelligence agency was 
taken into custody Friday on 
charges of mast ermin ding a 
smear campaign against 
President Kim Dae-Jung, 
prosecution officials said. 

Kwon Young-Hae, former 
director of the Agency for 
National Security Planning 
(ANSP), the Korean CIA, 
presented hims elf at the 
Seoul district prosecution 
office at 3:45 (0645 GMT), 
the television said. 

“Investigators are now 
questioning him. ” Kim Won- 
Chi, head of the Southern 
Seoul prosecution office, 
told journalists. 

Prosecutors are expected to 
seek an arrest warrant for Me. 
Kwon Saturday following 
overnight questioning, 
Yonhap News Agency said. 

Some 50 television cam- 
eramen and press who had 
been tipped off to await Mr. 
Kwon’s arrival the prosecu- 
tors' office in southern 
Seoul, grumbled that he had 
pulled off his “last successful 
operation'’ by turning up 
unfilmed at the central 
office. 

He is accused of master- 
minding a smear campaign 
directed against then opposi- 
tion presidential hopeful 
Kim Dae-Jung before the 
Dec. IS election and tamper- 
ing with ANSP documents to 
blackmail the current gov- 
ernment 

Mr. Kwon allegedly told 
his subordinates to arrange a 
press conference by a U.S.- 
based Korean businessman, 
Yoon Hong-Jun, in Beijing a 
week before the polte in a bid 
to link Kim Dae-Jung to 
Stalinist North Korea. 

He allegedly paid Ml 
Y oon $200,000. 

At the press conference the 
businessman charged that he 
had been present when a pro- 
Pyongyang Korean resident 
in China met with Kim Dae- 
Jung’s son, Kim Hong-H. in 
1996 and conveyed a 
promise from North Korean 
leader Kim Jong-11 that be 
would provide electoral 
funds to Kim Dae-Jung. 

“Ex-Director Kwon win be 
prosecuted on charges of 
masterminding the press 
conference and ordering the 
agency to finance it," a 
senior prosecutor was quoted 
as saying by Dong- A daily.' 

Mr. Kwon is also accrued 
of ordering his subordinates 
to alter agency documents so 
that both the then ruling 
camp and Kim Dae-Jung ’s 
side, appeared to have been 
in contact with North 
Koreans before the presiden- 
tial election. 

Mr. Kwon allegedly used 
these documents as a means 
to blackmail the Kim Dae- 
Jung government to save 
himself and his subordinates 
from being punished for 
staging smear campaigns 
against Mr. Kim. 

According to the docu- 
ments, the then ruling Grand 
National Party (GNP) struck 
a back-room deal with 
Pyongyang, under which the 
North portrayed Kim Dae- 
Jung as its secret supporter 
An agem who was deeply 
involved in the smear cam- 
paign told journalists tfaar 
most of the documents were 
authentic except fear the part 
inc riminating the new gov- 
ernment. 

five agency officials have 
already been arrested on 
charges of involvement in 
the smear campaign. 

Prosecution officials said 
the ongoing probe would be 
limited to the press confer- 
ence in Beijing and would 
not reach politicians, even 
though the then ruling GNP 
allegedly paid Pyongyang 
for a joint smear campaign 
against Mr. Kim. 

Wanting of the possibility 
of playing into the bands of 
North Korea, Kim Dae-Jung 
Thursday called for an eariy 
wrapping up of the probe, 
which seriously compro- 
mised same of the country’s 
intelligence activities. 




Members of the Islamic Association of Stndents hold anti-government banners dur- 
ing a protest in downtown Jakarta, Some 100 students called on President Suharto to 
reform government policy and called on other student groups to join forces. Posters 
read (left to right): ‘How long do the people have to suffer, is 32 years not enough* 
and ‘We must have reform or revolt* (Reuters photo) 


Briton’s war crimes 
testimony a show — paper 


ZAGREB (AFP) — A pro- 
government Croatian news- 
paper said Friday that testi- 
mony given by British 
politician Paddy Ashdown 
to the U.N. War Crimes 
Tribunal was like “a show” 
and timed to coincide with 
British pressure on Zagreb. 

Mr. Ashdown, the leader 
of Britain’s centrist Liberal 
Democrat party, told the tri- 
bunal in The Hague 
Thursday that Croatian 
President Franjo Tudjman 
once told Him there was no 
place for Bosnia in the for- 
mer Yugoslavia. 

The former commando 
said that at a banquet in 
London in May 1995, he 
had asked Mr. Tudjman to 
describe how he saw bor- 
ders in the former 
Yugoslavia in 10 years’ 
time. 


Mr. Ashdown said that 
Mr. Tudjman drew a broad 
S-shaped border running 
southward from Slavonia, a 
northeastern region of 
Croatia, through the middle 
of Bosnia. Of the divided 
territory, the eastern part 
was for Serbia and the west 
would go to Croatia, Mr. 
Tudjman said. 

The Croatian daily 
Vecemji List said that given 
the unusually large num- 
bers of journalists present 
“it was more like a show 
than testimony at which 
serious proof was present- 
ed." 

“After coming out of the 
court, he gave many inter- 
views which leads to the 
conclusion that the show 
was very well prepared and 
performed at the right 
moment, parallel with 


British accusations against 
Croatia,” the paper wrote. 

British Foreign Secretary 
Robin Cook on a visit to 
Bosnia this month slammed 
a speech made by Mr. 
Tudjman in which he 
described the border with 
Bosnia as “unfavourable” 
to Croatia. 

Mr. Cook warned that 
“there is no map of Europe 
... with any place for a 
greater Croatia or a greater 
Serbia." 

Tbe paper ended by ask- 
ing ironically if it was the 
job of an ex-commando 
who entered diplomacy “to 
repon what people talk 
about at dinners where 
rivers of wine are flowing.’’ 

Foreign ministry officials 
were unavailable for com- 
ment on Mr. Ashdown's 
testimony Friday morning. 


Third plane crash for 
Taiwan in four days 


TAIPEI (AFP) — A new 
Taiwanese air force F-l 6 jet 
with two pilots aboard 
crashed into the Taiwan 
Strait off Penghu Island, an 
air force spokesman said 
Friday. 

“Helicopters and rescue 
boats are searching the 
crash site," the spokesman 
said, adding that the two 
pilots — identified as air 
force Major Wen Chin- 
Sung, 34, and Captain 
Chang Cbia-Cheng. 28 — 
are listed as missing. 

The F-16 from the south- 
ern air base of Chiayi 
crashed while on a routine 
mission off Penghu, the 
spokesman said. 

It marked the first major 
incident involving the 
advanced fighter since the 
first F-16 squadron was 
commissioned last October. 

“We have grounded all 
the F-l 6s at the base for 
comprehensive safety 


check," Wu Chien-Hsing. 
an air force officer, told the 
press. 

He said the cause of the 
mystery incident remained 
to be investigated. “Either 
human errors, mechanical 
failure or bad weather 
could be to blame," Mr. Wu 
said. 

The crash was the third 
involving Taiwan planes in 
four days, two of them 
involving military aviation. 

Two pilots were killed 
after an army twin-seat Tb- 
55 trainer plane crashed in 
southern Taiwan Tuesday 
and 13 people were killed 
when a Formosa Airlines 
plane crashed in the sea off 
the Taiwanese island of 
Hsinchu. 

Taiwan unveiled the first 
five of 150 F-16 fighters 
from tbe United States in 
May last year, marking a 
milestone in the island’s bid 
to boost its air defence 


capability. 

The air force has taken 
delivery of more than 40 F- 
16s it ordered from the 
U.S., with the first 
squadron already in force. 

Despite strong protests 
from Beijing, which 
regards Taiwan as a break- 
away province, Washington 
authorised the sale of the 
150 advanced fighters to 
Taiwan in a $5.8 billion 
package in 1992. 

As part of the military 
build-up. the air force also 
ordered 60 Mirage 2000-5s 
from France and 130 
indigenous defensive fight- 
ers from the island's Aero 
Industry Development 
Corporation. 

Beijing has more than 
once threatened to invade 
Taiwan should the island 
declare formal indepen- 
dence, prompting the 
nationalist island to seek 
more advanced weaponry. 


Children die fleeing routed Sierra 


Leone troops on killing 


FREETOWN (AFP) — 
Some 46 malnourished chil- 
dren have died in east Sierra 
Lame, where fleeing rem- 
nants of an ousted junta 
meanwhile embarked on a 
lolling spree, an eyewitness 
said Friday, speaking of “bell 
on earth.” 

A nurse who had travelled 
from tbe area told AFP in tbe 
capital Freetown that the chil- 
dren had died in the jungle 
between Njagbwema and 
Kaikordu, some 250 kilome- 
tres to the east, some after 
eating poisonous leaves. 

The nurse, who was among 

many haggard civilians arriv- 
ing in Freetown after endur- 
ing what she said was “hell 
on earth", added that forces 
of die regime routed from 
Freetown last month bad 
begun a killing Spree in tbe 
diamond-rich Kono District 

More than 200 people 
remain trapped in the forest 
where many have died from 
malaria, malnutrition and 
cholera, after fleeing when 
junta supporters went on the 


rampage last weekend in the 
town of Koidu, killing at least 
30 people and looting and 
bunting down houses. 

Rebels of die 
Revolutionaiy United Front, 
which launched a civil war in 
Sierra Leone in 1991 and ral- 
lied to the junta after it seized 
power last May, were among 
tbe marauders in Koidu, sev- 
eral witnesses said. 

A Nigerian-led intervention 
force known as ECOMOG, 
which chased tbe junta from 
Freetown in mid-February, 
has also deployed across 
much of the West African 
country and plans eventually 
to defeat or arrest aD pro- 
junta forces. 

“Very soon there will be no 
junta soldiers or rebels in the 
bush," ECOMOG comman- 
der Colonel Maxwell Khobe 
said in a radio interview 
Friday. 

Junta supporters are also 
concentrated in the eastern 
town of Kailahun, long an 
RUF stronghold, as well as in 
tbe Kono district. 


spree 

CoL Khobe instructed 
Sierra Leonean soldiers who 
had registered with ECO- 
MOG to report to their bar- 
racks Monday and remain 
there until the United Nations 
draws up disarmament plans. 

“Those soldiers who have 
committed crimes will be 
dealt with. The plan is for all 
soldiers to report back to their 
barracks wherever they were 
before the war," Col. Khobe 
said. 

Tbe Nigerian colonel 
explained that ECOMOG’s 
power of arrest derived from 
a stale of emergency 
announced this week by 
President Ahmad Tejan 
Kabbah, who returned to 
Freetown last week after liv- 
ing in exile in Guinea since 
the coup. 

On the rumoured presence 
of junta informants in the 
capital, CoL Khobe said: “All 
those that are keeping the 
junta remnants informed in 
the bush are being monitored 
and at tbe appropriate time 
we shall arrest them." 


Indonesian students step up 
anti-government demos 


JAKARTA (AFP) — 
Dozens were injured as 
Indonesian students 
stepped up their chal- 
lenge on tight security 
imposed on anti-govern- 
ment demonstrations, 
sources reported Friday. 

The latest clashes were 
in Bandarlampung, in the 
south Sumatran province 
of Lampung, where 
2,000 students clashed 
with security forces at 
the state Lampung 
University. 

As Indonesia’s eco- 
nomic crisis has wors- 
ened, it was the latest in 
a series of growing 
protests in universities 
across the country in the 
past four weeks to 
demand economic and 
political reforms. 

Twenty-seven students 
and three police were 
injured in clashes at 
Lampung University. 
Other 13 students and 
three police were injured 
during a confrontation on 
the holiday island of 
Bali, sources and reports 
said. 

Security remained tight 
at Lampung Friday with 
soldiers and police on 


standby near the campus 
gate, a university securi- 
ty employee said. 

Students clashed with 
hundreds of police 
blocking their way out of 
the university Thursday. 
Seven students remained 
on hunger strike to sup- 
port their demand for 
reforms, the security 
office employee said. 

Students from at least 
six universities, acade- 
mies and high schools, 
gathered Thursday morn- 
ing to demand reforms. 
They also demanded the 
release of a student 
detained by police the 
previous day. 

“They first began 
yelling anti-Suharto slo- 
gans but later it degener- 
ated into provocative 
insults and stone throw- 
ing," said one resident 

At least three police 
were injured by stones 
while 27 srudents were 
injured, the resident said 
adding that two of the 
students were rushed to 
hospital. 

The resident said some 
police ran after students 
into the campus and beat 
them. 


At least 500 police 
were deployed, the offi- 
cial Antara news agency 
said, adding that students 
had tried to take the 
protest out of the cam- 
pus. 

About 60 protesters 
were taken by police for 
questioning but released 
again, national police 
spokesman Brigadier 
General Da* i B achtiar 
told AFP. 

Newspaper reports said 
four police were taken 
hostage, but Brig. Gen. 
Bachtlar also denied this. 

Violent scuffles with 
the security forces also 
took place Thursday at 
the Udayana University 
in Denpasar, Bali, a resi- 
dent said. 

“One of the injured stu- 
dents had to be taken to 
the hospital for stitches," 
said one of the hundreds 
of students to take part in 
the protest rally. 

The student said police 
were still on guard in 
front of the university 
but there were no new 
protests. The Kompas 
daily said three police 
were injured by stones 
thrown during 


Thursday’s clash. 

Indonesian security 
forces have so far said 
peaceful student rallies 
would be allowed within 
university grounds. 

There have been sever- 
al days of peaceful stu- 
dent rallies in 
Bandarlampung to 
demand reforms and 
lower prices of essential 
goods. There have been 
an increasing number of 
protests around the coun- 
try. 

Clashes between secu- 
rity personnel and stu- 
dents left at least 28 stu- 
dents injured in 
Surabaya, East Java, and 
in Solo. Central Java. 
Tuesday. 

Demonstrations at 
Indonesian universities 
in recent weeks have 
seen up to 10,000 people 
take part to demand com- 
prehensive reforms. 
Security officials have 
warned they will not tol- 
erate street rallies but 
would allow demonstra- 
tions within universities. 


Contact Group officials meet on Kosovo 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — 
Senior officials of the six- 
nation “Contact Group” 
on the former Yugoslavia 
met here Friday to discuss 
how to help solve the 
inter-ethnic crisis in 
Serbia’s Kosovo 

province. 

Friday’s meeting comes 
a day after the expiration 
of a Contact Group dead- 
line for Yugoslav 
President Slobodan 
Milosevic to open talks on 
the issue with Kosovo's 
ethnic Albanian leaders. 

Mr. Milosevic Thursday 
named a special envoy for . 


the troubled region. 
Yugoslav Vice-Premier 
Vladan Kutlesic. 

Mr. Kutlesic is meant to 
take part in a dialogue in 
Kosovo between repre- 
sentatives of the Serb 
government and those 
from ethnic Albanian 
political parties. 

Mr. Kutlesic. a close 
ally of the Yugoslav 
strongman, was his advi- 
sor for legal and constitu- 
tional issues while Mr. 
Milosevic was president 
of Serbia, and one of the 
authors of constitutional 
changes which revoked 


Kosovo’s autonomy status 
in 1989. 

Some 200 ethnic 
Albanians from Kosovo 
gathered outside the 
building where the talks 
were taking place to 
protest against the crack- 
down by Serbian police in 
the province. 

At Friday’s Brussels 
meeting the United States 
were represented by 
Balkans special envoy 
Robert Gelbard. The other 
five members — Britain, 
France, Germany, Italy 
and Russia — sent senior 
political officials. 


Tbe meeting is to pre- 
pare the next full ministe- 
rial session of the Contact 
Group on tbe Kosovo cri- 
sis in Bonn Wednesday, 
diplomats said. 

When it met in London 
on March 9, the six-power 
group gave Serbian 
authorities 10 days to 
withdraw their forces 
from Kosovo where at 
least 80 people have died 
in a Serbian crackdown 
on ethnic Albanian sepa- 
ratists. 

Tbe Albanian communi- 
ty makes up 90 per cent of 
the region's population. 
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Building on solid foundations 


HIS MAJESTY King Hussein's talks with 
President Bill Clinton came at a critical juncture 
in the Middle Eastern peace process as well as in 
the unfolding Iraqi situation. The warm recep- 
tion given the King by U.S. secretaries of state 
and defence as well as by the speakers of the ILS. 
Senate and House of Representatives on the eve 
of his talks with President CUnton reflects the 
high esteem with which the Monarch is held in 
the U.S. The White House meeting Thursday has 
assumed a greater sense of urgency and impor- 
tance due to persistent reports that the CUnton 
administration is about to unveil its own initia- 
tive to rejuvenate the peace talks between the 
Palestinians and the Israelis. 

Washington had given the two sides ample 
time to come to grips with the Issues that divide 
them but they have failed to overcome them espe- 
cially because of Israel's intransigence on the 
redeployment issue. The U«S. intervention to 
breathe new life into the peace process comes also 
amid reports that Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu is cool to any outside inter- 
vention or mediation even by W'ashington. 
Obviously the Israeli leader is more comfortable 
with the current state of affairs, dangerous as it 
is. and is content with marking time than moving 
forward in the peace process. Having successful- 
ly neutralised the initiative of the European 
Union (EU) as carried forward by British 
Foreign Secretary* Robin Cook during his recent 
trip to six Middle Eastern capitals. Israel is ready 
and determined to deal a death blow to President 
Clinton's plan as well. Cook was not only given 
the cold shoulder by Netanyahu, he was even 
rudely treated during his recent visit to Israel. 

While any new U-S. formula has yet to be made 
public, there is no doubt that it would differ very 
little from the EU ideas. London has called for a 
credible IsraeU withdrawal from Palestinian ter- 
ritories and a freeze on all unilateral measures 
that aim to preempt the final status talks. 
American ideas could not be so different from 
those of Britain. But if Israel thinks it has suc- 
cessfully sidelined the role of Europe it will soon 
discover that it can ill-afford to do the same with 
Washington's own proposals on moving the 
process forward. Netanyahu could face panic, 
and this may explain his decision to rush his 
Minister of Trade Natan Sharansky to 
Washington to seek information and initiate a 
damage control operation. Against this back- 
drop. King Hussein's talks with President 
Clinton would have assumed even a greater sense 
of importance as they came at a time when the 
U.S. thoughts on the Middle East are in the 
process of crystallising. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AI RaTs Mahmoud Rimavvi reflected on the out- 
come of the Islamic foreign ministers meeting in Doha 
-.living that it achieved some positive and some nega- 
tive results. The positive results are represented in the 
fact that many of the countries which kept away from 
the Doha economic summit last year attended the meet- 
ing this time and that all of the Islamic countries were 
present giving a sign that the spirit of solidarity has 
returned” to the Organisation of Islamic Conference, 
said the writer. But the most important positive result 
he said, lies in a decision by Qatar to close down the 
Israeli trade office in Doha and the unanimous call for 
boycotting the Jewish state in the light of its anti-peace 
moves. But the writer pointed out that the meeting has 
acted in a negative sense by declining to express soli- 
darity with Iraq, preferring to urge Baghdad to imple- 
ment all U.N. resolutions —something which Baghdad 
has already done — and freeing of all Kuw ait prisoners. 
Since Baghdad has repeatedly" announced it has no 
more prisoners of u'ar. said the writer, this call demon - 
straics that not only the U.S. maintains hostility 
t o'- ards. Iraq but that Muslim nations too are harbour- 
ing enmity towards the Iraqi people in that they do not 
v.unt to see the sanctions lifted. 


AJ Arab AJ Yawzn’s Saleh Qallab expressed pes- 
simism over the present tour of the U.N. Secretary 
General Kofi Annan in the Middle East saying that the 
L’.N. has lost its credibility and cannot restore its role 
as a peace broker. The writer said that since it allowed 
the U.S. to take charge of the Arab-Israeli conflict, the 
U.N. has proved impotent in guaranteeing Israel's com- 
pliance w'ith the Security Council resolutions or with- 
drawal from the occupied Arab territories and even the 
implementation of the resolutions concerning the 
oppressed Palestinian people. Following the collapse of 
the socialist bloc, the U.S. has maintained its sole super 
power role in the region preventing European nations. 
Russia and other powers from exercising any real role 
to end the conflict in this region, said the writer. As 
long as the U.S. does not want to see the U.N. playing 
a meaningful role in achieving peace in this region 
added the'’ writer, Mr. Annan, who had achieved suc- 
cessful mediation in the question of the Iraqi weapons 
inspection in Iraq, w ill find himself unable to achieve 
any fruitful result through a mere brief lour of this 
volatile region. 


Jordanian Perspective 


Why the charade of new initiatives? 

un... nf new initiatives and reaffirmation i 



THOUGH MANY Jordanians are traditionally suspicious of 
any British official's stands against Israel. British Foreign 
Secretary Robin Cook's visit came to confirm their deeply 
inherent doubts. 

The writing was on the wall that the new European Union 
(EU \ initiative was a non-starter sir.ee the day the foreign sec- 
retary said he would visit the Abu Ghneim site of 3 planned 
Jewish settlement. The visit was the perfect pretext Israel was 
seeking and waiting for to stonewall the EU initiative while 
paying lip serv ice about how- much the Israelis appreciated the 
European effort to revive the snagged Middle East peace 
process. 

Sure enough, the thrust of the EU initiative carried to the 
region was totally deflected in the din of the Israeli outcry and 
indignation over why the British foreign secretary would visit 
die controversial site accompanied by a Palestinian official. 
The entire focus of the Cook mission was lost and instead it 
gave Israel the ideal opportunity to accuse the EU of bias and 
disregard whatever the Europeans had to say in the v.ay of giv- 
ing new impetus to the peace process. 

What did the peace process or the Palestinians gain from the 
Cook visit? The point is debatable. but. ;n the final analysis, 
the loss they suffered in terms of effective European diploma- 
cy was simply not worth the political symbolism of Cook vis- 
iting Jabal Abu Ghneim and reiterating the EU's rejection of 


Israel's policy' of building settlements in the occupied temto- 


I 

It was not the first time the EU had made public its opposi- 
tion to Israel's colonisation of Palestinian teiiitories. As such, 
the Europeans introduced nothing new with the Cook visit. 

Did the actual visit itself send any message to Israel. 
Definitely not Thai much was clearly evident from the way 
Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu snubbed Cook by 
cancelling a dinner with the foreign secretary and described 
his visit to Jahal Abu Ghneim as an affront to Israel's claim of 
sovereignty over all of Jerusalem. Worse still is the way some 
European media organisations described Cook's mission as 
aimed at putting pressure on Israel. It was as if the scenario of 
the launching. c*r the lack thereof, of the EU initiative was 
written beforehand and Cook only went through the motions 
of enacting it. 

That gives rise to suggestions that the EU foreign ministem 
arc not really serious when they make lotty statements of their 
concern over the snagged peace process and how earnestly 
they want to see a jusl comprehensive and durable peace pre- 
vail in the region. Of course, we have no doubt that the EU 
wants such a peace in the Middle East, but ii is also abundant- 
ly clear that the Europeans want that peace at the expense ot 
Palestinian rights. They are either incapable of forcing Israel to 
see reason or simply don’t want to antagonise the Jewish state. 


Why then the charade of new initiatives and reaffirmation of 
pledges to seek to a higher profile role in the peace process? If 
they mean what they say, then they should also be ready to live 
up to the requirements of the situation. 

We in this region know it for a fact that there are only two 
ways of pressuring Israel by hitting it where it hurts most — 
militarily and economically. Obviously no EU country is 
ready, or expected to be ready, to apply mibtary pressure cm 
Israel That leaves economic pressure- But our experience has 
shown dearly that despite the facade of a united EU approach, 
individual interests of EU member countries have made it 
impossible for us to even envisage EU economic sanctions 
a2 ainsl the Jewish state. Indeed we can see a handful of 
European countries which are sincere in their call for a just, 
durable and comprehensive peace in the Middle East, but their 
voice k drowned out by a few others which seem detetmined 
to serve Israel’s interests, both directly and indirectly. If indeed 
Europe is intent on seeing genuine peace in the Middle East, 
then the way to go about it is to send a loud and clear message 
to Israel that the Jewish state stands to lose lucrative favoured 
status in trade and economic cooperation and also be ready to 
make good on that threat. As long as that approach is missing, 
there could be a dozen missions like that of Cook's and we 
would still be there where we are today in our desire for peace 
in the Middle East. 
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‘Israelis, don’t miss this chance for peace’ 
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By Bassam Abu Sharif 


PALESTINIANS RAVE no illusions about 
establishing their own state and wish the 
Israelis would be as realistic as they are. 
Palestinians who have renounced the u<e of 
violence and are fighting it haw done so to 
establish peace for themselves and for aii the 
peoples of the Middle East, including the 
Israeli people. 

Since the declaration of the Israel: state, the 
Palestinian people suffered enormously 
because of injustice inflicted upon them. 
Generation alter generation of Palestinians 
grew up in refugee camps and their diaspora. 
They suffered both the historic injustice done 
to them and the injustice imposed on them by 
states in which they had to live. In spite of all 
international and regional promises, their of- 
fering continued decade after decade. 

Nevertheless, the Palestinian peopie have not 
forgotten their homeland, their roots, their his- 
tory. their heritage and their rights. 

The Palestinians are offering Israel peace 
and security. They do not wish to complicate 
issues. AIJ they want is to get their rights back 
and self-determination, as any other people 
seeking independence. 

The young generation of Israel today proba- 
bly does not remember or even knows that the 
Israeli state was created on the basis of a U.N. 
General Assembly resolution which called for 
partitioning Palestine on Nov. 1<*. 194" — res- 
olution 181. The young may not kr.ov. thu: res- 
olution IS I contained two articles: 

To establish a stale for the Jews on pan of 
Palestine: 

to establish a Palestinian state or. the other 


part. 


Thus. Israel's certificate of birth i -sired by 
the U.N. General Assembly is aiso a birth cer- 
tificate for a Palestinian state. 

After decades of bloodshed, the Pare minion- 
came forward with a peace initiative under :he 
U.S. umbrella which gave real meaning to ihe 
principle of “land for peace." The Pa!es;:r.iar.> 


look a courageous decision to recognise Israel, 
to recognise secure borders for Israel and to 
renounce terrorism. At the same time, they 
sought to establish a Palestinian state on the 
land Israel occupied in 1967 — a state that 
will live in peace and cooperation with the 
Mate of Israel. 

The Israelis want a pure Jewish state and do 
not wont Palestinians living among them. 
Palestinians are equally eager to live by them- 
selves in freedom and security in their own 
independent state. So why does the Israeli gov- 
ernment reject our separation from them and 
the establishment of our own state? 

If Israelis put their illusions aside, they will 
find that establishment of an independent 
Palestinian state is in their interest and the only 
path to a new Middle East in which Israel 
could be welcomed as a full member of the 
Middle Eastern community. This is how 
Israelis can secure a greatly improved relation- 
ship wish their neighbours in the region where 
they reside. 

Why do the Israeli generations limit their 
vision to what is directly in front of them? 
Why do the leaders of Israel lose so many his- 
torical opportunities to achieve peace? The 
proper vision is one that cun grasp the strategic 
value of resolv ing outstanding conflicts which 
would benefit the political, economic and 
social life of ail the people who live in the area. 
The depth of such positive development is 
linked to the political solution, the establish- 
ment of an independent Palestinian state that 
can bridge the gap between Israel and the rest 
of the Middle East. 

It is true that the West Bank and Gaza Strip 
supplied the Israelis over the past three 
decades with a source of great profit. The 
Israelis pillaged the resources of those occu- 
pied areas, used the cheap labour force of 
Palestine and dumped inferior products in their 
markets. They profited in countless billions of 
dolljrs. 

What the Palestinians offer the Israelis is 
much more profitable. If Palestinians and 


Israelis realise that their joint population does 
not equal that of one big city — not New York. 
London or Paris, but cities in the region like 
Cairo. Tehran and Algiers — they may under- 
stand that their cooperation through peace is 
necessary for their future welfare. Let us think 
together of our size compared to the size of 
others and of our abilities compared to the abil- 
ities of others. 

The Palestinians say this to the Israelis: Do 
vou fear the establishment of a Palestinian 
state? The Palestinians understand Israel’s 
worry about security and they are ready to 
cooperate fully to do everything humanly pos- 
sible to reduce any danger. But the truth is that 
security is a result of political settlement and 
serious cooperation with mutual respect and 
equality. 

The Palestinians also say: The old security 
theories failed a long time ago and the sources 
of Israel's security worries are not Jordan or 
Egypt or the Palestinians. The current security 
worries come, according to Israeli leaders, 
from Iran or Iraq. In other words. Israel’s secu- 
rity concern springs from locations a thousand 
or more miles away and not in distances mea- 
sured in hundreds of metres, or the Jordan 
River or the Jericho mountains. 

My prescription for Israeli security and a far 
better and more secure life as a nation of the 
Middle East is to establish an independent 
Palestinian state that would separate Israelis 
•and— Palestinians;— create — secure— borders; 
between them so that both can live indepen- 
dently and at the same time open up opportu- 
nities to cooperate as neighbours. 

The Palestinians are rightly keen and ambi- 
tious to realise their right of self-determination 
by establishing their own independent state on 
the Palestinian land which Israel occupied in 
1967. To realise their coal, they hold these 


views: 

The Palestinians do not want to establish an 
army or military forces. Police and security 
forces, however, are necessary to keep law and 
order and protect human rights. 


In Palestine, the national borders would be 
under Palestinian control. The Palestinians are 
ready to accept, for as long as the Israelis wish, 
joint control of their borders with U.S., multi- 
national or UN. forces, but they reject the 
presence of Israeli forces that would breach the 
sovereignty of Palestinians on their land. 

Palestinians renounce terrorism and recog- 
nise the right of Israel to live behind secure and 
recognised borders. 

The Israelis insist on installing early warning 
systems in several areas of the West Bank. The 
Palestinians do not mind at all having such 
early warning systems installed on their soil in 
order to make the Israelis feel secure. Such sta- 
tions. however, could only be manned by U.S.. 
multinational or U.N. forces. 

For the Israelis, the water problem is serious; 
so it is for the Palestinians. Palestinian water 
reservoirs could be mutually and beneficially 
be used through long-term agreements that 
could be negotiated. 

The Israelis who benefit from the occupation 
of the West Bank and Gaza Strip can be 
assured that the Palestinian state would be 
ready to sign long-term economic agreements 
with their businesses to ensure mutual benefit 
on the basis of equal treatment. 

Palestinians will be folly in accord with the 
establishment of joint Pidestinian-Israeti com- 
missions to deal with every issue of impor- 
tance for both sides. At the top of the list d 
rissnesranlttrsecuri ty andfl^TiSg^B^iasm on 
both sides. 

The real question is this: Are the Israelis 
ready to establish peace between the state of 
Israel and the state of Palestine? 

This is a clear-cut invitation to the Israelis to 
step forward and establish peace that will ben- 
efit Israel. Palestine and the Middle East. We 
can work together to establish this peace. Israel 
should not miss this opportunity. 
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The writer is special adviser to Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat He contributed 
this article to the Jordan Times. 
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Analyses of Cook's tour, Sharon’s threats draw warnings 


REVIEWED BY 
ELIA NASRAI.LAH 


THE FOCUS of opinion writer* ia-.: v.*rk 
was on the British foreign vercsa y'* 
of the region in an effort. ’■ ia -Jic El:-: wc 
U nion, to revive the peace pr:ec-^. 
Minister of InstrtMrucmre Ariel Srercr.'s 
threats against Jordan, and pi-.- Arab 
affairs. 

Al .Arab AI Va«Tn’> Saleh -ciJ •jzs-. 

since the L'.S. is in no :\cr. ever. 
pressure on Israel to force it ; ’ -.vrrrN v. nh 
the requirements of peace. he.- «ougr.: 
help from its European jilte-v The Brr‘j=r. 
foreign secretary's tour of reg: ; :\ -_ ; J 

the writer, was the result of a tee:: agree- 
ment between the U.S. and E;::..re. evi- 
denced b> Robin Cook's rerr-^rv- l-o.: 
Europe's role complement tha: of the L'.S. 
and is not a substitute to il For part 
Israel rejects any roie by Europe and orj> 
accepts the views of its U.S. aii;-. Lhu- 
Israel's cool reception of Mr. Cock- Qail-b 
said adding that he hoped Europe v*:!; rse 
to the occasion and even real prev-ure or 
the Jewish state for the puronse of anajp -.g 
the aspired peaceful settlement 

Tavseer Al Zibri of Ai Ra'i said the 
European initiative to give impetus :o the 
peace process calls for a freezing of the 
Jewish settlement programmes and with- 
drawal of Israeli forces from occupied 
Palestinian lands something which teas: 
totally rejects. Israel claims it ciirc: 
accept these proposals, which arc in har- 
mony with the Oslo kccrL because cf 
security considerate r>. according ’o the 
writer. The Israelis also refose to wishdrev. 
their forces from souihem Lebanon e T .ccr: 
with assurances From Beirut that it- forces 
will protect Israel's northern borders, he 
added. The writer said Israel's reieati.n.- 
displease die Europe.tns and they are cer- 
tain to accept defeat .tnd sooner or ioter 
abandon any attempt to address the AraN 
Isracli conflict and so please the Israe'; pre- 
mier and world Zioni«m. 

.AJ Arab AI Yawn's Nicoia Na-^er 
referred to Pole -Union leader Yas«cr 
Aratars remarks that the peure pace-- is 
facing it> demise stressing that cnl> £ r.e 
end of the I-raeli settlement progranime- 
can bring (he peace process back lo Ufa. 
Unless the Israeli tanks retreat from meir 


rre-cn: po-;tioa and unless Netanyahu 
gives :n tn pressure from the Euro>pcaa s 
ar : d rive Pole-isnioas. nothing can prevent 
‘.for death of the peace process, according to 
wri :er. Evpres-ing pessimism over Mr. 
Cx*k’% Middle East icur. the writer said, 
u rde*? Eopifv reinforces its poliueol pres- 
yers or. Israel vviih economic pressure. 
C'oifi tour will be a total failure. He said, 
in that event, the Palestinians and the Arabs 
a: large who are dissatisfied with Europe 
jr-J the U.S. ore certain to become tnereas- 
:r.gi» frustrated and the .Arab region is 
r\>und :o witness more tension. 

AI Arab ,\J Yuwm's Taher Aduan said 
that -t the Islamic foreign ministers confer- 
ence in Doha. .Arab and Muslim countries 
expressed their conviction that the peace 
proves- i- Jjein*: iota. 1 deadlock due to (he 


THE WEEK IN PRINT 


Jewish si ole - intransigent position. These 
cocaine* have become convinced that in 
view of the snuation halting normalisation 
with Israel has become inevitable. Egypt 
and Jordan which have concluded peace 
treaties with Israel should not exclude 
the.-raehes from a unanimous deeisiorr by 

the Islamic nations ro halt normalisation 
•v :lh the Jewish state, said the wntcr. Wruit 
U required lrom Amman and Cairo is a 
change of tiu-ir political stand towards 
Israel simply because the two countries 
relieve that peace should r*Tt be partial but 
c.vrrrrehertsivj involving all Dirties panie- 
fo-riy Lhc Palestinians. Sultan AJ Haltub nf 
Ai Ra'i addressed recent statements by 
Israeli Minister Ariel Sharon who had 
issued tiireaLs t'.’ assassinate Khaicri 
Mt-ha’oi. After tire fir»l attempt un 
life Jordm accepted Israel’s 
apT'iOgy and pledges that there would be no 
recurrence ut such ties vi ties by ns secret 
service jgatnst JvniLtn and Jordanian Qu- 
een-. bui. said die writer. Sharon has cho- 
sen :o prov e tha: Israel is lying and that the 
Jewish state is bent on committing acts of 
terrorism regardless of the promises and 
tite pledges given to Jonkm. In view i»f the 
thread. Misivi’ai has a'l (he right to make 
plans to defend himself and to take steps to 
deter (he enemy's i-'pcn threats on hi> life, 
stiessed the writer At the some time he 


added Jordan has the right to lake whatev’- 
cr pijliticaJ steps it deems necessary to put 
on end to this serious situation. 

Hilmi Asmar. a writer for .\1 Arab Al 
Yawm. demanded that Jordan expel the 
Israeli ambassador to Jordan and recall its 
ambassador in Tel Aviv in rcspc»ase to 
Shank's threats against the Kingdom’s 
security. The Jews have always been hyp- 
ocrites and cannot be trusted, aod Sharon 
has prov ed that they arc really so. he said. 
The writer said that while the Israeli gov- 
ernment is proceeding with atrocities 
against the Palestinian people Sharon 
Issues, open threats against Jordan. Even 
during a Jordanian official delegation's 
visit to Tel Aviv (he Israelis chose to kill 
thrce Palestinian workers in total defiance 
of the Jordanian and Palestinian people's 
feelings. The writer said Jordan should no 
longer remain silent about such inhumani- 
ties and should take measures to guarantee 
it> security and that of its citizens. 

Hussein Ahu Rumman, a writer for Al 
Ra'i. lauded the Arab League for its deci- 
sion to discuss the sanctions imposed on 
Libya in its March 24 meetings in Cairo. 
The writer said the decision marks u new 
beginning and a new trend in (he Arab 
World to defy unjust sanctions against Arab 
people taken by the L'.N. under the orders 
oJ London and Washington. Should (he 
.Arab states decide ro end the sanctions on 
Libya the Arab League would achieve a 
major success in its drive to protect Arab 
nations' interests. The Arab League should 
base its decision on a recent verdict by the 
International Court of Justice which ruled 
that the sanctions are illegitimate and 
should be suspended. He said the verdict 
has opened the way tor the .Arab League to 
take decisive action on this issue. 

AI Arab Al Yitwjn's Riham Farra criti- 
cised the government's plans for taking 
irontrol over the savings funds of the pri- 
vate -ector companies. She said that while 
(Ite stare continuously encourages the peo- 
ple to save and to avert excessive spending, 
it is now punishing those who have been 
savtng money. The govemment'.s plan 
entails imposing income tax on the peo- 
ple s savings though these people, ail 
employees in the private sector, have been 
paying their income tax dues to the state’s 
treasury, noted the vv riler. 


LETTERS 


Motivated by 


the ‘same’ values 


To the editor: 


IN HIS "Jordanian Perspective” (Jordan Times, March 
14. 1998). Dr. Musa Keilani refers to the tragic incident 
w which three Palestinians were killed in the West 
Bank. He concludes that "a majority of Israelis apply a 
Nazi-like approach towards the Arabs” and that “Israelis 
are dealing with the Palestinians no differently than the 
way Hitler's soldiers dealt with Non-Aryans.” 

The incident that occurred the night of March 10 In 
which Adnan Abu Zand. Ghaleb Rajab. and Mohammad 
Shada died was indeed a tragic one. The soldiers at the 
checkpoint, where the three Palestinians were shot, 
claim _ they fired only after the van in which the 
Palestinians were riding speeded up and hit the com- 
manding officer of the checkpoint. Their version is 
being verified, and results are expected in the coming 

Nazism was an abhorrent beastly attempt by a govern- 
ment of one nation to totally annihilate another people. 
As a result, six million Jews, children, women and men- 
met their death in gas chambers, standing naked before 
squuds and starving in labour camps. Any attempt 
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Features 


A call to rebuild Arab World 
by ‘intercommunication’ 


Book Review 


ftoad to Future: Ideas 
— Forces for the visible 
Arab future, by Fahmi 
Jad’an Arab Foundation 
for Research and Pub- 
lishing, Beirut, 1996. 


FAHMI JAD'AN deserves 
to be called “the philoso- 
pher of Arab intercommu- 
nication" in contemporary 
world 

In his influential book 
Road to Future* Jad'an 
calls for establishing the 
principle of intercommu- 
nication between the Arab 
countries as a major 
means of solving their 
problems of backward- 
ness. He demands a re- 
building of an Arab World 
based on genuine- inter- 
communication which 

will restore the lost confi- 
dence and stirs beneficial 
action and creative inter- 
communication. The 
author seeks to achieve 
three goals: enlighten- 

ment, a call for action, 
and emphasis on the prin- 
ciple of intercommunica- 
tion. 

Jad‘an raises several 
questions about the flaws 
in Arab life and culture; 
He reveals the essence of 
such flaws and specifies a 
number of causes. 

Of his book, Jad'an 
says, “This is a formative 
and interpretive work 
which embodies my con- 
templation, understand- 
ing, conception, and esti- 
mation of the issues 
which 1 believe to be 
essential, pivotal, and 
vital to our current exis- 
tence at the end of this 
century and the turn of the 
next century which 
presently announces itself 
loudly” (p.6). 

He raises questions such 
as: who are we? Where 
are the strength factors of 
our nation? How can we 
stop our collapse? He , 
' ’tBidfcs char fee secret of 


the flaws in the Arab 
Nation lies in the weak- 
ness of our communica- 
tion capabilities. Such 
thinking establishes an 
intellectual school in 
communication that 
searches for a commu- 
nicative approach to 
understanding our reality. 

Jad'an calls on Arabs to 
move at least intellectual- 
ly because “global trans- 
formations have thrown 
us in the furnace of an 
infernal cultural machine 
we cannot just afford to 
look at the intricacies of 
its formation, methods 
and effects of its opera- 
tions overwhelmed with 
amazement and panic”. 
(P- 7). 

He urges us to correct 
our view of what is hap- 
pening, and to create an 
efficient mechanism that 
will enable us to respond 
appropriately to life's 
challenges and to contin- 
ue our existence and feat 
of future generations 
within safe conditions. 

This work, which carries 
an optimistic title, comes 
as a response to the call of 
life. It diagnoses the root 
causes of the current Arab 
crisis and predicts the 
future possibilities that 
require reformulating new 
ideas that call for a “dif- 
ferent” Arab being and 
reshaping of his reality. 

In the chapter entitled 
“Intercommunication.” 
Jad'an points to the flaw 
that afflicts Arab human 
relations at all levels from 
the family level to the 
level of political relation 
between leaders. Such a 
flaw, which has led to a 
breakdown in communi- 
cation, has seriously 
weakened relations at sev- 
eral levels: at the social 
level as seen in the distor- 
tion of personal relations 
in the Arab societies, at 
the regional level between 
various Arah countries, at 


the superstructure level 
(national ideology and its 
relation to religion) which 
led to the downfall of the 
Arab Nation, and at the 
international level (the 
relationship between the 
Arabs and the West). 

He specifically points 
out the negative effects of 
the breakdown of inter- 
communication on the 
factors of Arab unity: 
common language, histo- 
ry. expectations, senti- 
ments, destiny, religion, 
and culture as a contem- 
porary unifying factor. 

He elaborates that 
human relations are basi- 
cally mutual emotional 
and sentimental relation- 
ships; not unidirectional 
pragmatic relations. Con- 
sequently; human rela- 
tions (communication 
between individuals, 
civilisations and cultures) 
will not be human (mutual 
emotional and sentimental 
relations) unless they are 
established on coexis- 
tence and mutual empa- 
thy, which means that sen- 
timental feeling is the 
basis for human relations 
between individuals. 

Jad'an quotes the 
philosopher Eric Fromm 
who thinks that there is no 
life based on isolation and 
lack of communication 
since man is a social and 
communicative being 
controlled by his relations 
with others for many rea- 
sons among which is the 
need to escape from isola- 
tion — one of man's basic 
needs. 

According to Jad'an. 
Arab intercommunication 
sentiments have suffered 
from a decisive blow — 
borders have increased, 
more checkpoints are 
erected. and travel 
between various Arab 
countries have become 
more complicated. A 
Palestinian, for example, 
has become a stranger 


who is left stranded 
between borders and 
crossing points and 
unwelcome by any coun- 
try. And even if he is let in 
by any country, he will 
remain under constant 
watch. Instead of being a 
unifying factor, Palestine 
has become an evil cause, 
and the Palestinian a nec- 
essary evil. 

Furthermore, Arab inter- 
communication senti- 
ments have suffered a 
deep injury as a result of 
the last Gulf war. Conse- 
quently. added to the 
Arabs' earlier divisions 
are divisions into conflict- 
ing parties. 

He says. “Intercommu- 
nication relations between 
regions of the Arab World 
toward the end of this 
century have reached their 
lowest point of intensity, 
depth, interconnection, 
and capabilities.” He 
warns of the decline in the 
intensity of common feel- 
ings, of the emergence of 
a stereotypical image of 
the “other” Arab in some 
Arab countries, of an 
instigation campaign, and 
of culture which is hostile 
to positive Arab interrela- 
tions. 

Jad'an demands the 
reforming of relations 
between individuals in the 
family and the street, and 
a restoration of intimate 
feelings of love which 
join people together. He 
adds that we can under- 
stand ourselves through 
communication and dia- 
logue between ourselves 
and others because the 
other, “he Arab brother” 
in the house, the street, 
the institution, and the 
state is our mirror. Only 
by him and with him our 
affairs and our nation’s 
affairs will improve 
tremendously. 

Dr. Tayseer Mashareqa 

Philadelphia University 


The Saturday Crossword 


ALL UESEI 

By Arthur S. Verdesca, Morristown, New Jersey 


ACROSS 

1 Theatrical sketch 
5 Brownish yellow 

color 
10 Foflow 
15 Find: man 

19 Scuttlebutt 

20 Hazy purple 

21 Classic TV 
Western 

22 1993 Nobel Prize 
winner Morrison 

23 Upset 
25 Upset 

27 Incentive 

28 free-for-aH 

30 MostdocBe 

31 Teen follower? 

32 Calls to the phone 

33 Outmoded sound 
system 

34 Counterbalance 

37 Quips 

38 Skunks 

42 Fly Boa a butterfly 

43 Rating boats tor 
rowers 

45 Mineral emerald is 

48 PrunB 
47 Btttarbal 

49 Upset 

51 Commence site of 
1945 

53 Superlative ending 

54 Tiny 

56 Oesitabto reviews 

58 ScancfiTONten 
nation: abbr. 

59 Zimbabwe, 

pmtoUBfy 

61 SubdMslonofa 
people 
63 On land 
65 Founder ot 

modem chemistry 


DOWN 

1 Moral 
ntisjudomonts 

2 Tlet* 

3 Former Spanish 
toehold in Africa 

4 Saffing strips 1 high 
spots 

5 Necklace charm 

G "Rhoda’ co-star 
Richard 

7 Quick kiss 

8 Holiday prelude 

9 Ornamental tree 

10 Oar holders 

11 Reprobates 

12 First of the pot 

13 Attar sentence 

14 Houghffly 
is Uke nuclear 

energy 

16 First two notes 

17 Ubiquitous bugs 
16 Highland haze 
24 Olympic etod 
26 WHh due care 
29 Excreta 

32 _J-wsby 

33 Tribe on the move 

34 Pan of a 
negotiation 

35 Brief bright flgtt 

36 Upset 

37 Coup group 

38 Nettie 

39 Upeet 

40 Cantor. 


66 Tticatan people 

67 Prickly rosebush 
88 Black Sea port 

70 Annoyed 

71 Birthday suit of a 
walrus 

74 Location on the 
Web 

75 Auguste’s state 

77 Ctt^near Offut 

78 Memorable time 

79 Fresh and firm 
81 Upset 

84 Faceted 

88 Number of a 
birthday 

87 Deserves 

89 Put in a box 

91 Academy Award 
winner of 1936 

92 Coupon presenter 

94 Have scruples 

95 Doorknocker 

97 Toe (fistanca 

98 Hereditary units 

99 Moore of 13.1. 
Jane* 

100 Idofizsd 

103 Douce toppers 

104 F5U team 
member 

108 Upeet 
110 Upeet 

112 Complete hastily 

113 Function 

114 Disney World 
attraction 

115 Ireland 

116 Bowl over 

117 Twffled. worsted 
doth 

118 Put into words 

119 Okie's partner in 
comedy 


41 Digging tool 

44 Adorable one 

45 Spills the beans 

48 FoSavs orders 
50 Trinity 

52 Grate coflection 
55 Shoe's beflef 
57 Duchess of Tbth 

60 Medidnaf 
quantities 

61 Government's dua 

62 Cereal jpass 
64 EDof8 Mamer 

66 Restaurant 
handouts 

67 Necklace writs 

68 Academy Award 

69 Funereal piece 

70 Ewan more 
despicable 

71 Sander 

72 DanctogCostto 

73 Low pofrtf 

76 Subsequently 

77 Roman Hades 
80 Give priority 

82 Minuscule 

83 Catches in a net 
85 Trespasses 

88 Shaffer's Mozart 
pfay 

90 ReKgfous reduaa 

93 Hearty and natural 

94 Clinton press 
secretary Myers 

96 infamoustcs 
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98 Pitman's 
shorthand 
competition 

99 Tram station 
10Q Annexes 

101 Clock fece 

102 Mountain In 


103 Former Russian 

ruler 

104 Pet protection grp. 

105 Leave out 

106 'Doctor Zhivago* 
heroine 

107 Earthly paradtee 
109 Opp.of NNW 
111 Make a choice 


Last Sunday's Crossword Solved 



Officers in exiie 
plot Saddam’s fall 


By Patrick Cockburn 

SENIOR IRAQI army officers who have 
fled Iraq in recent years plan to set up their 
own military organisation to overthrow 
President Saddam Hussein. The move 
comes because they arc frustrated by the 
helplessness and divisions within the Iraqi 
political opposition. 

“Army officers outside Iraq know those 
inside and still in the army,*' says General 
Wafiq A1 Samarra'i. the former bead of 
Iraqi military intelligence, who escaped 
horn Baghdad in 1994. 

“A military organisation should be set up 
in northern Iraq (Iraqi Kurdistan when? 
there are no Iraqi troops) or in a neigh- 
bouring .Arab country." 

The move is relevant because of greatly 
increased support for the Iraqi opposition 
from the Republican majority in the 15.S. 
Congress, who see the defusing of the cri- 
sis over the inspection of Iraqi weapons of 
mass destruction as a defeat for America. 
They have added S3 8 million (£24 million) 
for opponents of President Saddam to the 
U.S. State Department authorisation bill. 

General Samarra'i helped oig anise a 
small opposition army under the aegis of 
the Iraqi National Congress, an opposition 
umbrella group, which in 1995 tried to 
overthrow President Saddam through 
armed attacks aimed at fomenting mutinies 
and defections within the Iraq army. He 
told The Independent “The political oppo- 
sition is helpless because they are divided.** 

Ironically, American support for Iraqi 
opposition groups is increasing just as their 
ability to overthrow the Iraqi government 
is on the decline. Although the U.S. Con- 
gress is likely to allocate funds for their 
support, they no longer have any true safe 
havens in Kurdistan or in the marshes of 
Southern Iraq. 

The head of the Iraqi Mukhabarat securi- 
ty police was received by Kurdish leaders 
in Erbil and Sulaymaniyeh, their main 
cities, in January. 

General Samarra’i admits that the 
chances of a successful coup d'etat were 
diminished by the agreement brokered by 
Kofi Annan, the United Nations secretary 
general with President Saddam. He 



General Wafiq A1 Samarra’i 


believes that some Iraqi generals would 
have moved against the regime if U.S. and 
British air strikes had occurred in February. 

He says the Iraqi leader will move quick- 
ly to improve his relations with Arab gov- 
ernments in Egypt. Syria and the United 
Arab Emirates. He does not think that 
President Saddam will give up his 
weapons of mass destruction, not least 
because they played a key role in the 
defeat of Iran by Iraq in the eight-year-long 
Iran-Iraq war. 

General Samarra'i, who then headed 
Iraqi military intelligence against Iran, 
paints a chilling picture of President Sad- 
dam’s use of chemical weapons, culminat- 
ing in a plan to put chemical warheads on 
missiles fired at Tehran, the Iranian capital, 
in 1988. He says the Iraqi leader was wor- 
ried that poison gas. being heavier than air, 
would keep low and Iranians would be 
able to survive by sealing doors and win- 
dows and getting into high buildings. 

The plan devised by Iraqi military staff 
officers was first to send in Iraqi fighter- 
bombers to strike at Tehran. General 
Samarra'i says: ‘They planned to bombard 
the city with bombs which would break all 
the glass in the windows. This would allow 
the gas to spread.” 


At Halabja, a Kurdish city in Iraq, some 
7,000 Kurds were killed by Iraqi poison 
gas in 1988 and those that survived contin- 
ue to suffer genetic defects. 

Other Iraqi observers believe that Presi- 
dent Saddam’s determination to keep some 
chemical and biological weapons comes 
from (heir successful use against (ran. One. 
who was in touch with the Iranian leader- 
ship in 1988, says Iraq sent a private mes- 
sage to them saying (hat if might put chem- 
ical warheads on its missile. He says this 
was a significant reason why Iran sued for 
peace. 

The general says that Iraq estimated Iron 
suffered 90.000 casualties from chemical 
weapons in the war. Iran says that the fig- 
ure is 50.000. of whom 10 per cent died. 
This excludes the Kurdish civilians killed 
at Halabja- A U.N. mission of inquiry, 
which visited Iran and Iraq at die time, put 
the blame on both sides, (hough it did not 
visit Halabja. Western criticism of the use 
of poison gas against Iranians was muted. 

Currently General Samarra'i says that 
Iraq has about 40 missiles left. He says a 
UN. figure of two or three is based on the 
number delivered by the Soviet Union 
before the Gulf war, but there are others 
which were made out of Soviet spare parts 
or which were largely manufactured in 
Iraq itself. He says they are accurate only 
to within some three kilometres, but this 
does not matter in the case of chemical or 
biological warheads. He believes that there 
are about 100 cases of biological weapons 
which could be put in warheads. 

Between 1986 and 1989 General Samar- 
ra’i was tbe chief military contact between 
the CIA in the U.S. Embassy in Baghdad 
and the Iraqi army. He says he met with the 
CIA once or twice a week to be shown 
U.S. satellite pictures of Iranian positions 
and more detailed maps based on the pic- 
tures showing US. analysis of what they 
represented. In 1989 President Saddam, 
after the defeat of Iran, ordered that con- 
tacts with the CIA cease. 

— The Independent 


Kingdom celebrates Prince Hassan’s 51st birthday 


(Continued from pagel > 

1973-1975 and 1976-1980 
National Development Plan 
Committees. In 1972, he 
founded the Royal Scientific 
Society, in 1978 the Bilad A1 
Sham Conference: in 1980 the 
A1 al Bayt Foundation; in 1981 
the Arab Thought Forum: in 
1982 the Forum Humanum 
(renamed, in 1988. tbe Arab 
Youth Forum): and in 1987 the 
Jordanian Higher Council for 
Science and Technology. He 
has also established and direct- 
ed, in Jordan, the Islamic Scien- 
tific Academy, the Biannual 
Conference on the History and 
Archaeology of Jordan, the 
Hashemite Aid and Relief 
Agency, the Centre for Educa- 


tional Development, the Centre 
on Refugees in Yarmouk Uni- 
versity and, most recently, the 
now Al al Bayt University in 
Mafraq. 

On the international stage. 
His Royal Highness, in 1981. 
addressing the 36tb Session of 
the United Nations General 
Assembly, proposed the estab- 
lishment of a New International 
Humanitarian Order. This led. 
in 1983, to his founding and co- 
chairing of the Independent 
Commission on International 
Humanitarian Issues tlCTHT), 
whose final report he presented 
in 1 987 to the secretary general 
at the 42nd General Assembly. 

In the field of religion. His 
Royal Highness initiated a 
series of contacts and meetings 


that evolved into unsystematic 
inter-faith dialogue. These 
sist primarily of three separate, 
albeit complimentary, ongoing 
consultations with the Ortho- 
dox Centre of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate (Chambesy) the 
Pontifical Council for Inler-reli- 
gious Dialogue (Vatican) and 
the Independent Commission 
on Chrisrian-Muslim Relations 
(Deanery of Windsor). 

His Royal Highness has pud 
official and working visits to 
numerous nations around the 
world and has received high 
decorations from over twenty 
countries. He holds the rank of 
Honorary General in the Jor- 
danian Armed Forces and has 
been awarded Honorary Doe- 
toraies from universities in Jor- 


dan and abroad. Furthermore, 
in March i9S7. His Majesty 
King Hussein conferred upon 
His Royal Highness the .Al 
Hussein Ben Ah Medal, which 
is Jordan's highest decoration. 

His Royal Highness has writ- 
ten numerous published articles 
and three books on political and 
regional issues in various lan- 
guages. These are: "A study on 
Jerusalem (1979). “Palestinian 
Self-Determination: A Study 
on the West Bank and die Gaza 
Strip” (1981), “Search for 
Peace” (1984) and “Christiani- 
ty in the Arab World” (1994). 
His Royal Highness speaks flu- 
ent Arabic. English and French, 
has studied Hebrew, and under- 
stands German and Turkish. 


Annan calls for Israeli withdrawal from Lebanon 


(Continued from page 1) 

tracks of the Middle East peace 
process, but excluded a direct role 
for the United Nations because 
"there is already a mediator," a ref- 
erence to the United States. 

“My hope is that the efforts that 
the United States government is 
making, through [Secretary of 
State Madeleine] Albright and 
[President Bill] Clinton himself- 
will succeed fed help move the 
process forward,” he said. "The 
U.S. government is working very 
hard with the parties to move the 
process forward, and I urge the 
parties to really work with the 
U.S. government, make the com- 
promises necessary. W? cannot 
stall forever or for too long.'* he 
said. 

Me Annan arrived here earlier 
Friday for a two-day visit as pan 
of a Middle East tour centred on 
the region's peace process and the 
situation in Iraq. 

At the airport, relatives of scores 
of Lebanese detained in Israeli 
prisons were waiting with protest 
banners near the official convey 
prepared for Mr. Annan, his wife 
and the delegation accompanying 
him. witnesses said. About 200 
Lebanese arc held, mostly without 
charges or trials, in prisons in the 
Israeli-occupied border zone of 
southern Lebanon and inside 
Israel Mr. Annan held immediate 
talks with Mr. Bweiz at die for- 
eign ministry and was also expect- 
ed to inaugurate a UN. headquar- 
ters, a newly constructed glass 
building in Beirut's downtown 
area, that will house UN. agen- 
cies in Lebanon. 

The UN. chief wiD also hold 
separate talks with House Speaker 
Nabih Beni and Prime Minister 
Rafic Hariri, according to the pro- 
gramme published by the United 


Nations. 

On Saturday. Mr. Annan will 
visit the headquarters of the UN. 
Interim (forces In southern 
Lebanon (UNIFIL) at the town of 
Naqoura, near the Israeli bonier. 
Mr. Annan will later h3ve a meet- 
ing with President Ebas Hrawi at 
the presidential palace in Beirut’s 
northeastern suburb of Baabda 
and hold a debate with about 50 
students from the main private 
and public universities at the 
American University in BeiruL 
Before leaving Lebanon, Mr. 
Annan will also meet the follow- 
up committee fighting for the 
release of Lebanese detained in 
Israeli jails. 

Mr. Annan is on the third stop of 
his regional tour. The UN. chief 
has already visited Jordan and 
Egypt and is due in Syria March 
21-23. in the Gaza Strip March 
23, and in Jerusalem and Tel Aviv 
March 24-26. 

Mr. Annan wrapped up a visit to 
Egypt on Thursday after separate 
talks with President Hosni 
Mubarak and Arab League chief 
Esmat Abdul Meguid 

In a joint press conference with 
Mr. Annan after their talks. Me 
Abdul Meguid called far a speedy 
lifting of the UN. sanctions 
slapped on Libya over the Lccker- 
bie bombing. 

Mr. Abdul Meguid said a ruling 
last month by the International 
Court of Justice (ICO in The 
Hague had given a new’ push 
towards the lifting of the sanc- 
tions, which are to be discussed by 
the UN. Security Council on Fri- 
day. "Nc«w after the recent deci- 
sion of the ICI, our opinion is that 
there is a tew element that has 
been introduced in this conflict,” 
he said. “We would like to see a 
solution acceptable for all parties. 


a solution that would guarantee 
the rights of everybody and also 
the respect of dignity and sover- 
eignty of Libya and to put an end 
to die sanctions,” he added. 

The Arab League secretary gen- 
eral's call came before Mr. Annan 
met with Resident Mubarak on 
issues including the Lockerbie 
affair and die Middle East peace 
process. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister Amr 
Musa told reporters following Mr. 
Annan’s meeting with Mr. 
Mubarak that The peace process 
cannea be separated from the 
United Nations, particularly in the 
absence of progress in direct 
negotiations." 

He said that the United Nations 
“supports continuing the peace 
process on the basis of accords 
concluded between the parties 
and on the basis of Security Coun- 
cil resolutions.” 

Mr. Musa said that Mr. 
Mubarak and Mr. Annan also dis- 
cussed the recent UN.-fraq 
accord defusing tension over 
weapons inspections, and the situ- 
ations in Kosovo and Somalia 

The ICJ overrode the UN. 
Security Council last month by 
riding that it had the power to 
deride whether two Libyans — 
suspected of bombing Ran Am 
Flight 103 in 1988 over Lockerbie 
in Scotland which left 270 people 
dead — should stand trial at home 
or abroad. 

The United States and Britain 
have insisted that Tripoli extradite 
the men fix - trial in the United 
States or in Scotland, and Libya 
has been under UN. sanctions 
since 1992 id force it id comply. 
Me Annan, who arrived in Egypt 
on Wednesday on the second stop 
of a regional tour focused on the 
Middle East peace process and the 


situation in Iraq, told reporter* late 
Thursday that he has “been in 
touch with both parties, die 
Libyans and the British" in the 
Lockerbie affair. He added: “It 
may be possible to find a wav for- 
ward without reaching the [inter- 
national] Court of Justice." 

Earlier he said that he and die 
Arab League chief also "dis- 
cussed the recent agreement in 
Iraq, the Middle East peace 
process, the sanctions against 
Libya, the Somali situation and 
the political crisis in Comoros 
Islands.** "I stressed with Mr. 
•Abdul Meguid that we need to 
‘ work very, very closely. By vvork- 
; ing together we can be more 
effective r he added 
1 Asked if he was bringing new 
proposals to kickstart the dead- 
locked Middle East peace 
process, Mr. Annan merely said 
he was supporting the process. 

"I don't think that it is appropri- 
ate for me to put new proposals on 
the table whfe there is a process in 
course with die U.S. mediating 
and the parties cooperating with 
usThesaid. 

“I am suppaling the process. 
We should all work with the par- 
ties and the U.S. and support what 
they are doing,” he add«L 

Asked later in a joint press con- 
ference with Mr. Musa if he 
thought he could defttse the 
Israeli-Palestinian crisis with the 
same success he defused the 
UN,-lraq arms inspection crisis, 
the UN. chief said *7 (to not think 
the two arc identical.” 

Mr. Musa said he believed last 
month’s agreement between Mr. 
Annan and Iraq on inspections of 
Iraqi presidential sites had 
“restored the credibility of the 
United Nations.” 
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Jordan Times, Saturday, March 21, 1998 


Experts see much lower growth 
for Arab Gulf countries this year 


ABU DHABI (AFP.) — 
The economies of six Arab 
Gulf states are still expect- 
ed to grow in 199S despite 
an expected decline in the 
oil sector because of the 
collapse of crude prices, 
experts said Friday. 

But growth will be much 
lower than the bumper lev- 
els recorded in 1996 and 
1997 because of strong oil 
prices and high government 
spending. 

“The economies of the 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) will slow down 
sharply this year because of 
lower oil prices but I don't 
think there will be a con- 
traction,'’ said Ihsan Abu 
Huleika, a prominent Saudi 
economist. 

“There will be a decline 
in the oil sector but it 
should be noted that this 
sector contributes only a 
third of the gross domestic 
product iGDP) ” 

Mr. Abu Huleika gave no 
figures on projected growth 
but other experts expected 
it to be around two per cent 
if oil prices maintained 


their current levels, their 
lowest since the price col- 
lapse in 1988. 

Growth rates could 
exceed that level if oil 
prices averaged nearly $15 
during 1998, $2 higher than 
their present level. 

“Forecasts about oil 
prices have become like 
astrology ... You can no 
longer predict what they 
will be even for the next 
week because there are now 
too many factors affecting 
the price movement,” Mr. 
Abu Huleika said. 

“But I can say that prices 
are unlikely to be as strong 
as in the previous two 
years. Other sectors, how- 
ever. will continue their 
steady growth trend espe- 
cially the manufacturing 
and services sectors.” he 
added. 

The combined GDP in the 
GCCstates — Saudi Ara- 
bia, Kuwait, Bahrain. 
Qatar, Oman and the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) — 
rose by between five and 15 
per cent in 1996 and 1997 
because of rises in crude 


prices. 

The increase to $20 and 
$19 a barrel respectively 
fetched the 17-year-old 
political, defence and eco- 
nomic alliance more than 
$15 billion in extra income 
and encouraged members 
to boost spending. 

Despite a steady expan- 
sion in the GCC private 
sector, it is still heavily 
reliant on government 
expenditure and overshoot- 
ing spending projections 
over the past two years by 
some members, mainly 
Saudi Arabia, prompted 
more investment and higher 
growth rates in that sector. 

“If oil prices maintain 
their current weak trend, 
then growth in the GCC 
will defmtely be affected 
this year,” said Henfy 
Azzam. chief economist 
and assistant general man- 
ager of the Saudi National 
Commercial Bank. 

“I am not saying there 
will be negative rates but 
economic growth will be 
much lower than the rates 
recorded in the previous 


two years,” he indicated. 

GCC states export around 
12 million barrels per day 
of oil and they could lose 
more than $20 billion this 
year if oil prices do not firm 
up. 

The present price level is 
in sharp contrast with their 
budget expectations, which 
include a price of more than 
$15 by some members. 

Economists said any deci- 
sion by GCC governments 
to cut actual expenditure 
would bring about an eco- 
nomic slowdown. They 
said that maintaining pro- 
jected spending levels 
could widen the deficit if 
oil prices remained weak. 

“The private sector will 
be affected if there were 
cuts in expenditure because 
it always looks at how 
much the state spends,” Mr. 
Azzam said. 

“But the average oil price 
has to be taken into consid- 
eration for the whole of the 
year. We are still in the first 
quarter," he concluded. 


U.S. labour market seen worrying Federal Reserve 


WASHINGTON fR) — 
Make no mistake: the tight 
U.S. labour market is a 
prime threat to the health 
of the nation's economy, 
which is entering the 
eighth year of an expan- 
sion with undiminished 
strength. 

This is the message the 
Federal Reserve (Fed) is 
sending to investors who 
may have, instead, looked 
for Asian financial woes to 
lead U.S. policy makers to 
tighten monetary policy, 
and thus calm the booming 
economy and return it to a 
more sustainable rate of 
growth. However, the 
renewed focus on domestic 
inflation risks and mount- 
ing evidence that the econ- 
omy has lost none of its 
buoyancy in the first quar- 
ter of the year has analysts 
again wondering whether 
interest rates will go up 
sooner rather than later. 

“Southeast Asia is not 
turning out to be the big 
bear that it was supposed to 
be,” Lyle Gramley. a for- 
mer member of the Fed 
board of governors, said. 
“Whatever negative is 
coming from there is being 
swamped by a very, very 
strong domestic economy." 

Sure, Asia's crisis is hurt- 
ing U.S. firms. Falling 
exports to the region 
helped boost the trade 
deficit to $12.04 billion in 


January, a level not seen 
since the late 1980s. But as 
far as domestic conditions 
are concerned, recent 
reports paint a picture of an 
economy just roaring 
ahead — consumer spend- 
ing, employment and pro- 
duction all are on a strong 
growth trend. 

In a clear sign that the 
centra] bank has lost none 
of its zeal when it comes to 
the risk of overheating, the 
Fed warned this week in its 
latest survey of economic 
conditions that the nation's 
labour markets were 
“stretched to the limit." 

In its so-called beige 
book, the basis for discus- 
sions at the Fed’s next 
interest rate strategy meet- 
ing on March 31-, the cen- 
tra] bank reported that 
many U.S. firms were des- 
perate to find workers, 
forcing them to offer 
“rather large wage increas- 
es." 

Wage pressures are wide- 
ly regarded as the prime 
cause for higher inflation, 
the Fed's natural nemesis. 

Analysts said the unusu- 
ally blunt report was aimed 
at reminding financial mar- 
kets of the dangers of ris- 
ing inflation. “Those were 
some pretty inflammatory 
comments,” said Joel 
Naroff, Philadelphia-based 
economist at First Union 
Corp. 


Low interest rates and the 
unusually mild winter 
weather have fuelled a 
nationwide construction 
boom. Builders across the 
country complain they can- 
not find enough workers to 
fill the flood of incoming 
orders. 

“When we ask builders 
what's their most serious 
problem — it's the short- 
age of labour," Mr. David 
Seiders, chief economist at 
die national association of 
homebuilders, said. “It's 
the big one. We see it in all 
parts of the country.” 

Consumer prices are held 
in check by cheaper energy 
prices, but without the typ- 
ically volatile food and 
energy components the 
widely watched consumer 
price index in February 
showed its biggest gain in 
10 months, the government 
said Thursday. 

Retail sales are rising 
solidly as consumers 
remain as confident about 
their economic future as 
ever before. Not surpris- 
ingly, most economists are 
predicting economic 
growth in the fust three 
months of the year will 
come in above the level 
that most would consider 
sustainable in the long run. 

“There's a real good 
chance that we’ll have 
first-quarter growth of 
three to 3 5 per cent,” Mr, 


Narofif said. “Even if Asia 
were to cut 1 per cent off 
that growth rate, that does- 
n't cut a whole lot of slack 
in the economy.” 

Fed governor Roger Fer- 
guson told a banking con- 
ference in Columbus, 
Ohio, Thursday he saw 
Asia’s woes shaving 0.75 
of a percentage point off 
economic growth this year. 

So far, most analysts role 
out a rate increase at the 
next Fed meeting later this 
month. The key overnight 
federal funds rate has bran 
steady at 5.5 per cent for 
about a year, and few see it 
going higher in the first 
half of 1998. After that, a 
growing number of econo- 
mists say all bets are off. 

Higher rates would slow 
the economy by raising the 
cost of borrowing- money,- 
putting a lid on investment 
and spending. 

“If there's any move, it's 
going to be a tightening,” 
Mr. Gramley said. 

First Union’s Naroff is 
also putting his money on a 
rate rise in the second half 
of the year. The writing is 
already on the wall, he 
said: “The Fed is clearly 
saying ‘we're yelling at the 
top of our lungs — don't 
forget about the domestic 
economy and the implica- 
tions that tight labour mar- 
kets could have as we 
move forward.’” 


IMF official sees 
no need to change 
Egypt pound rate 


CAIRO (R) — Internation- 
al Monetary Fund (IMF) 
officials said Thursday 
there was no need for Egypt 
to alter its exchange rate at 
present and its new 
accounting standards were 
a good move for invest- 
ment 

The IMF monitors 
Egypt’s reform package, 
which includes privatisa- 
tion, regulatory reform and 
an export drive. 

IMF Middle East Depart- 
ment Executive Director 
Abdul Shakour Shaalan 
said one reason Egypt’s 
dollar-pound relation did 
not need to be changed was 
because exports were ris- 
ing. 

“There is no need for 
any change either in the 
exchange system today or 
in the value of the pound in 
relation to the dollar," he 
said. “Because at a time 
when there is international 
turmoil, you don’t want to 
give the market signals 
which may be the wrong 
signals." 

He was speaking at a 
seminar on the financial 
crisis affecting South East 
Asian countries. 

Egypt has a cushion of 
more than $20 billion in 
foreign reserves and Mr. 
Shaalan said its short-term 
debt was $1.5 billion. 

“The reserves are there to 
protect a certain level of 
exchange should the need 
arise. The need has not 
arisen," he said. “We have 
now a situation where 
exports are beginning to 
rise and there is no pressure 
on the rate.” 

Economists say the gov- 
ernment is committed to 
keeping die confidence of 
investors as it seeks private 


capital inflows, making 
unlikely any sudden 
changes in the Egyptian 
pound’s managed flotation 
against the dollar at about 
3.40. 

Economy Minister 

Youssef Boutros-Ghali said 
tiiis month he expected the 
level to remain for the next 
24 months. 

Speakers at the seminar 
said insufficient corporate 
disclosure and nnsuper- 
vised banking systems 
were among the reasons for 
the Asia crisis, which start- 
ed late last year when their 
doliar-linked exchange 

rates began to unraveL 

World Bank chief econo- 
mist fra 1 the Middle East 
and North Africa John Page 
said the crisis arose primar- 
ily from private sector 
transactions. 

Egyptian officials say 
most invested capital in 
Egypt is in tiie relatively 
safe form of direct foreign 
or long-term portfolio 
investment 

Egypt has recently 
worked to improve trans- 
parency in corporate 
accounts and banking. In 
October it issued new 
accounting standards that 
Mr. Boutros-Ghali said 
then aimed to reassure 
investors with more trans- 
parency. 

Mauro Mecagni, IMF 
representative in Egypt, 
said the new standards 
were a “positive move” to 
“enable foreign investors to 
have a better and more 
clear view on the banking 
level”. 

Public Enterprise Minis- 
ter Atef Obeid said Egypt 
should continue to liber- 
alise and speed up privati- 
sation. 


Iran to limit dollar sales to 
Iranians travelling abroad 


TEHRAN (AFP) — The gov- 
ernment is to tighten restric- 
tions on dollar sales to Iranians 
travelling abroad as the coun- 
try's hard currency oil receipts 
have tumbled, Iranian newspa- 
pers have reported. 

Tbe restrictions are due to go 
into effect with the start of the 
banian new year, March 21 , but 
some state bank branches 
already are refusing to sell dol- 
lars to private individuals as 
they await the new rules, they 
said. Iran’s banks, all of which 
are nationalised, currently are 
permitted to sell between $300 


and $1,000 to private individu- 
als travelling outside ban 
according to the destination. 

The banks use the official 
exchange rate of 3,000 riyals to 
the dollar for the sales. 

Some Iranian newspapers 
reported that banks could from 
now on sell currency to trav- 
ellers at the rate of 4,720 riyals 
to the dollar 

That rate is already in use for 
certain commercial export 
transactions and is closer to the 
dollar’s rate on the black mar- 
ket, where it nais higher than 
5,000 riyals to the dollar. 
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ACROSS 
1 Lead player 
5 USSR in the 
USSR 
9 -turvy 

14 Tibetan monk 

15 Cordelia's 
father 

16 Bring together 

17 Chilled 

18 ’Bom Free" 
lioness 

19 Brief 
summation 

20 Ex-White 
House Intern of 
note 

23 Rower 

24 Compass dir. 

25 Russian space 
station 

28 Little tykes 
31 Drug user 
36 Raw minerals 
38 Paycheck 
deduction fig. 

40 Now 

41 Lounge singer 
of note 

44 Removed ties 

45 Yellow-billed 
rail 

46 Western 
alliance, briefly 

47 Flan or Maddox 
49 Long gone bird 

51 D.C.VIP 

52 Picnic pest 

54 That's revolting! 
56 First Lady Of 
note 

64 Capital of 
Vietnam 

65 Greek liqueur 

66 Diva's song 

67 Giant with 100 
eyes 

68 Norwegian king 

69 Immense 

70 Tie 

71 Pierre's pop 

72 Fencing Sword 

DOWN 

1 Slender 

2 Mexican treat 

3 Cafl from the 
pews 

4 Transmitter 

5 Skip town 
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10 

II 

12 

13 
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By Stanley B. Whitten 
Northbrook, IL 

6 Jail room 

7 Patient to a 
doctor 

8 Shrimp to 
Shrewsbury 
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10 Wallet wad 
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affirmative 
21 Garfield, e.g. 
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22 One-million 
connection? 

25 Big wheel 

26 Goddess of 
peace 

27 Splits apart 

29 Equal scores 

30 Boston fish 
choice 

32, Duck feathers 

33' Concepts 

34 blanche 

35 Boxer Iron Mike 

37 Annoying fit 

39 60s do 

42 Perfect 
phBosophy? 

43 Sweetheart 
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48 Cellular letters 
50 Yes, to Yves 
53 Scout group 

55 Unprincipled, 
crafty fefaw 

56 Instrument with 
seven pedals 

57 Actress 
Swenson 


58 Brock and 
Costello 

59 log 

60 Russian ruler 
81 Snare 

62 Setoe feeder 
83 Thurman or 
Archibald 
64 Possess e s 



HERE^S MY IDEA.. 
5PIKE 15 A FRIEND 
OF MICKEY M0U5E 
RIGHT? 



UUUY DON T WE CALL 
HIM ON THE PHONE, 
AND A5K HIM TO 
SEND US A UMO? 
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FORECAST FOR SATURDAY, MARCH 21,19981 


By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Conditions are good for 
taking care of bid business, and it will be popping up all 
around yon. It’s your own fault for not having done it 
before. What you’re going to have to do, most likely, is 
simply follow orders. You could be rewarded with the 
admiration of your peers and an older person. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) This is an excellent 
day for travel, visiting friends, and having experiences 
that will remain fond memories for years to come. You 
can plan your Kodak moment Figure out what would 
make a great picture in your photo album, then gather 
up a bunch of friends and relatives to make it happen. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) If you're trying to talk 
an older person into lending you money, be or she is 
going to point out that you could take on a second job 
— and might even have one for you. Whatever is 
offered, consider it carefully. That could be the way to 
achieve a goal you’ve held for a long-time. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) One of your cantan- 
kerous friends is speaking up more boldly. He or she is 
a hard worker, and somebody you admire. Well, unbe- 
knownst to you, this person admires you right back. Ask 
for advice. on a matter you've been worried about Not 
only will you get helpfol bints, but you could also get 
more encouragement than you expected. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Your energy level is high, 
but your stress level might be, too. Someone you love is 
leaning on yon. He or she could even be taking you off 
the couch and into a second job. It looks like the money 
is coming in from work you’re doing, and you and your 
sweetheart could be working hand in hand. That's a 
remarkab ly romantic thing to do. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Again, romance is 
the theme. You hereby have permission to be whimsical, 
ridiculous and crazily in love. Don't just sit on die couch 
watching TV and waiting for Prince or Princess Charming 
to knock on your door. Fine your true love where people 
are working together for a worthy cause. If you've already 
found love, go ahead and enjoy it today. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Conditions look 
good for a massive renovation project. Is your house 
just the way you want it? If not, why not? You don’t 
need to spend lots of money, just a little time and atten- 
tion. Get your roommates involved. You'll be surprised 
at how much better you all get along once you spend a 
day working together. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) If a friend 
has a skill you admire, see if you can talk that person 
into teaching you. This could be anything from pruning 
rosebushes to playing the bongos. You've got plenty of 
friends who would be delighted to show you how. One 
in particular has been hoping for months that you’d ask. 
Go ahead. A marvellous friendship could develop. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) 
What would be the job of your dreams? If you can visu- 
alise it, you can probably have it. Give it a little thought 
right now. Go through the wanted ads in the Sunday 
paper whether you’re happily employed or not It’s pos- 
sible you'll find something that will lead you in a new 
direction. Give it a tty. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) You’re 
probably not that interested in the big, game to TV. 
You’ne more interested in putting yourself through 
school, putting your kids through school or putting your 
parents through school. This is a major theme for the 
next month, so read the catalogues and figure out what 
to do next There’s no point in resisting. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) You are still 
being pinched to find practical uses for your talenL The 
answer might be a little farther away than you thought. 
There’s a service you could perform that could make 
you quite wealthy. Explore your possibilities. The more 
you know, the more you can provide for those who need 
your talents. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) You or one of your 
friends could come up with an excellent idea first thing 
this morning. If you launch a new endeavour before 
lunch time, it's practically guaranteed to be a success. 
Don’t wait until this evening. There could be a hassle 
concerning money. 




Birthstooe of March: Aquamarine — Jasper 
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"The patented elliptical motion bums 
50% more calories than ordinary 
channel changers!” 
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Beat 


A review of news from the Arabic Press 


Government completes design for tourism 
development project in Dead Sea region 


** THE GOVERNMENT has recently 
finalised preparing the general design for 
the tourism development of the Dead Sea 
region. Over the long-term and until the 
year- 2010, the project comprises building 
34,000 bed units that include all means of 
accommodation at hotels, touristic villages 
and villas. The tourism development project 
also covers the possibility of setting up 
youth camps and providing accommodation 
to the workers, in the project which 
involves infrastructure estimated to cost 
JD65 million. 

According to informed sources, the Dum- 
ber of bed units has been spread over three 
main sectors within the general framework 
of the area of the study. As such, 12.500 
units will be set up in the Suweimeh zone 
and another 12^00 units in the zone. The 
remaining 9,000 bed units will be estab- 
lished in the Zara zone in addition to anoth- 
er 800 hotel units to be built outside the area 
covered by the study. Such hotel units, 
which will serve die tourists who seek “cul- 
tural tourism and exploration tourism," will 
be set up in two areas, one near Mount Nebo 


and the second near the city of Karak. 

The sources indicated that the proposed 
tourism development project was prepared 
within a general framework that aims at 
achieving a balance between the economic 
development for the area covered by the 
study and preserving the natural environ- 
ment within the framework called “the nat- 
ural regional reservation" planned to be set 
up on a 60-kilometre long area. 

“Ail the documents related to the infra- 
structure are ready at the Jordan Valley 
Authority and will be implemented upon the 
availability of financial allocations estimat- 
ed at JD36 million for the Suweimeh zone 
and JD29 million for the Zara zone," the 
sources clarified. They added that some 
infrastructure services have been provided 
inside the “service road,” which extends for 
three kilometres, at a cost of JD3 million. 

The sources stressed that the studies indi- 
cate that the project is not an entertainment 
in die first place but that it concentrates on 
therapeutic tourism through utilising the 
natural resources available in the water and 
mud of the Dead Sea ( A1 Dustour). 
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Trading at the Amman Financial Market continues to drop 


By Tareq Ayyoub 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — For the sec- 
ond week in a row, trading 
volume at the Amman 
Financial Market (AJFM) 
declined due to fears that 
haunted the market follow- 
ing a government draft law 
to “regulate” the saving and 
provident funds of the pri- 
vate sector, brokers said 
Friday. 

The AFM weekly bulletin 
indicated that the trading 
volume amounted to JD4 
million in the last week 
compared with JD7.8 mil- 
lion a week ago, or 48.7 per 
cent decline. 

The bulletin showed that 
3.S million shares were 
traded in the market 
through 3.224 contracts 
with a daily rumover of JD1 


million. 

Earlier this month, the 
government proposed a 
draft law to regulate the pri- 
vate sector saving and 
provident funds which 
amount to more than JD250 
million. 

The government assur- 
ances that the proposed law 
was aimed at “safeguard- 
ing” the interest of 150.000 
members in these funds, 
failed to alleviate the fears 
and prompted most of the 
private sector companies to 
consider liquidating their 
funds. 

“The fear that the funds 
will liquidate their shares at 
the stock exchange was the 
major reason for the decline 
in the trading volume," said 
Amer Muasher. an AFM 
broker. 

“The rumour that the 


Arab Bank has decided to 
liquidate its saving fond 
which amounts to JD30 
million has enhanced the 
fears of the investors," Mr. 
Muasher told the Jordan 
Times. 

He was referring to the 
Arab Bank, the Kingdom's 
largest financial institution, 
to liquidate its saving fund 
for fear that the government 
would enforce the draft law. 

Mr. Muasher said that 
despite assurances by Act- 
ing Prime Minister Abdul- 
lah Ensour that the law is 
Subjected to negotiation 
between the government 
and the concerned parties, 
“investors were reluctant to 
buy shares in the market.” 

“Their fears are not justi- 
fied because nothing has 
been done and the proposed 
Jaw will not be enforced 


overnight," he added. 

Naim Naqeeb, another 
broker, indicated that more 
than 70 per cent of the sav- 
ing funds are invested in the 
stock market. 

“Any decision to liquidate 
these funds will flood the 
stock market with shares 
which means that supply 
will exceed demand and 
lead to shaip decline in 
share prices.” Mr Naqeeb 
said. 

“Investors are not ready 
to buy now and some of 
them are considering to sell 
what they have before 
prices drop in the market," 
he added. 

Mr. Naqeeb indicated that 
most of the AFM trading 
concentrated on the indus- 
trial sector, which amount- 
ed to JD2.4 million or 61 
per cent of the total trading. 


The brokers said that 
most of the trading in the 
industrial sector focused on 
the Vegetable Oil Company 
and Arab Pharmaceutical 
Company. 

The banking sector came 
second with JDI.l million, 
followed by services sector 
with JD40Q.000 and insur- 
ance sector with JD37,0Q0. 

The AFM bulletin 
showed that the general 
price index, has dropped to 
167.5 point in the last week 
trading, down from 171.5 
point a week ago. or 3.4 
points. 

Out of the 94 companies 
that changed hands in the 
markeL 12 firms recorded 
increase in prices, 64 regis- 
tered decrease while rhe 
prices of 18 firms wit- 
nessed. no change in its 
prices. 
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DURING the 
3 WEEKS 

ilBGM 

LAST COMPANY NAME 

LON 

P/E 

DXV 

No. OP 
CONTRACT 

Ro. OP 
SHARES 
EXECUTED 

VALUE 

TRADED 

JD 

OPENS IMG 
PUCE 

HIC8 

LOW 

CLOSING 

PRICE 

CHANCE AVERAGE TURNOVER 
MARKET SHARES 
PRICE 

no: or 

TRADIN'. 

DAYS 

34 5.000 

330.000 ARAB BARK 

13.8 

1.19 

26 

720 

244140 


337.00 

337.00 - 

2.50 

339.083 

.016 


1.850 

1.740 JOR. NATIONAL BX. 

- 

0.00 

31 

84283 

146450 

1.77 

1.80 

1.71 

1.22 - 

.05 

1.738 

.201 


1.390 

1.330 BANK OT JORDAN 

4.3 

0.00 

4 

2350 

3148 

1.34 

1.35 

1.34 

1.35 , 

.01 

1.348 

.015 


1.730 

1.480 INDUSTRIAL DEV. BE. 

10.3 

6.07 

101 

80805 

140108 

1.73 

1.76 

1.71 

1.72 - 

.01 

1.734 

.458 


5.100 

4.950 THE ROUSING BX. 

29.2 

1.99 

26 

76427 

391021 

4.98 

5-00 

4.88 

4.88 - 

.10 

4.986 

.157 


1.920 

1-820 JOR. KUWAIT BANK 

.9 

0.00 

10 

10182 

19322 

1.90 

1.90 

1.89 

1.90 

- 

1.898 

.068 


.740 

.690 JOR. CULP HANK 

3.9 

10.41 

22 

22250 

14795 

.69 

.68 

.66 

.66 - 

.03 

.645 

.111 


2.700 

2.700 ARAB JOR. XNV.BX. /NEW 

.0 

0.00 

3 

16666 

44998 

2-70 

2.70 

2. 70 

2.70 

- 

2.700 

.333 

1 

2.110 

2.030 JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

10.0 

4.87 

45 

24706 

53439 

2.03 

2.03 

1.96 

1.97 - 

.06 

2.008 

.144 

4 

1.730 

1.610 JOR. I NV. PIN. BANK /NEW 

- 

0.00 

4 

2240 

3829 

1.72 

1.71 

1.71 

1.71 - 

.01 

1.709 

.045 

2 

.960 

.BOO BEIT. AL-KAL (BEITKAI 

.< 

14.85 

24 

9100 

8148 

.96 

.95 

.88 

.89 - 

.07 

.898 

.455 

4 


INDEX NUMBER : 233.69 


2.0*0 jo* xmsbr. 
1.240 BOLr LAND DISUR. 
l.»00 ARAB LI ft TM5UR. 



2. IS 

1.98 

1.99 - 

.27 

1.25 

1.25 

1.2S * 

.01 

2.05 

2.05 

2.05 

- 



INSURANCE 


moo 


CHANGE I- 1.242 


2.140 

2.000 

JOR. ELECTRIC PMR. 

2.350 

2.250 

IRBZG ELECTRICITY 

5.080 

1.990 

KIKEH MINERALS 

1.170 

1.000 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 

1.060 

1.06D 

REAL ESTATE 1NV. 

.460 

.170 JORDAN JIITL.XRAD. 

9.330 

8.700 

ALRA'I 

7.000 

7.000 

AD-DOSTOUR 

4.400 

3.950 

ARAB 1BTL.1NV.EDOC, 

.870 

.910 

ZARKA EDUCATION 

1.790 

1.710 

UNIFIED CO. 

.700 

.460 

UNION LAND DEV. 



SERVICES SECTOR 


1.140 1.140 ATTANQEEB 

3.040 2.4*0 JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

3.450 3.350 JOR.PjKkSEHAXE MINES 

. .Vpy. ." ARAB' POTASH CO. 

11.700 " 10 . 1 »j> JOR. PETROL. RETINAE! 

‘ 1.150 WOOLEN -INDUSTRIES ' 

1.350 1.250 INDUSTRIAL COtW.AGR. 

4.500 4.450 JOR. WORSTED MILLS 

5.700 4.450 ARAB PRANK. KARP. 

2.BBO 2.ASO J0*D*“ DAIRY 

1.300 1.340 JOR. PIPES KANPCT. 

2. ISO 2.100 GENERAL KIN INC 

S.OOO B.000 ARAB CHEM. 

.440 .570 JOR. 5ULPBO— CHEK 

1.470 1.220 ARAB PHARK.CKEM. 

.540 .540 FARTHER INVEST. 

1.050 .840 DNTV. HODN-INDS. 

.840 .710 JOR. INDS. RESOURCES 

1.540 1.440 RAIL. CHLORINE 

1.080 .000 JOR. MEN CABLE CO- 

1.470 1.340 EL -KAY READY WEAR 

1.220 1.150 URL. TOBACCO 

1.220 1.000 ONION CH. 4 VEG. 

.850 .680 JORDAN STEEL 

.470 .410 KJD.EAST COMPLEX 

INDUSTRIAL SECTOR 

GRAND TOTAL 


LAST COMPANY NAME 


•810 EXPORT 6 FXB.BHX.7S* 
.320 CENTRAL CTEN. STORAGE 
.370 JOR. TRADE FAC. 

.480 NAIL. CORKER. CENTERS 
.430 ARAB FZN.tRVEST- 
.710 ONION INV. SOX 
.680 AL-OANLIYAH 7SX 
.920 AXr-SKARQ XNV.CO. 

1.000 ARAB JOR. INVEST. CO. 

2.000 CENTURY XNV. GROUP 
.400 ARAB FOOD 4 MED. 

JOR. TOBACCO 4 CIG. 
.240 ARAB XNXL.XHV.TRD. 
.140 JOR. INDS. MATCH— JENCO 
.280 NAIL. TEXTILE 
.330 NAYZAX PIES 4 MOULDS 
.CIO KXDEASX PRARK. 902 
.430 ARAB ELECT. INDS. 
1.380 UNION TOBACCO 752 
.700 RAZI FHARM. 

.640 ADVANCED PHARMA- IND. 
.250. INDS. ENG. 

.530 INDS. CERAMIC 
.370 PEARL SAN. P. CONV. 
.530 NATL. POULTRY 
.470 OPTICAL* HEARING 752 
l.LOO READY MIX CONCRETE 
.670 HAXJUDHINTUM. 752 

1.000 ARAB ZNT. FOOD PACT. 
1.040 NUXRXDAR 

.770 HKBAL PRINT CO. 752 
.380 NATL. WJLT. ERG. KAKICO 


267052 INDEX NUMBER I 119.55 


CHANGE <- 1.482 


- 

0.00 

11 

20100 

22503 

1.14 

1.16 

1.10 

1.13 - 

.03 

18.7 

3.94 

95 

24063 

66995 . 

2-95 

2.95 

2.73 

2.79 - 

.17 

9.2 

>.oi 

2 

67 

221 

3-35 

3-32 

3-12 

3-12 - 

.03 

14.3 

3-24 

3 

300 

1790 

6.20 

6.00 

5.90 

5.90 - 

.30 

10. 1 

8.50 

61 

5762 

60438 

10-70 

10.75 

10.40 

10.46 - 

.24 

10.1 

8.55 

4 

600 

714 

1.29 

1.23 

1.17 

1.17 - 

.12 

- 

0.00 

15 

3550 

4142 

1.27 

1.33 

1.12 

1.12 - 

.15 

10.3 

3.13 

3 

450 

2915 

6.50 

6.50 

6.40 

6.40 - 

.10 

14.1 

3.90 

429 

115503 

598169 

5.37 

5.38 

5.09 

4.13 - 

.24 

6.4 

9.63 

1 

100 

288 

T.«8 

2.88 

2.08 

2.84 


15.4 

6.45 

4 

1180 

1463 

1.27 

1.24 

1.24 

1.24 - 

.03 

145.2 

3.38 

2 

219 

453 

2.18 

2.07 

2.07 

2.07 - 

.11 

23.6 

3-90 

4 

110O 

•460 

8.00 

7.70 

7.60 

7.70 - 

.30 

— 

0.00 

75 

20700 

16737 

1.21 


1.14 

1.16 - — 7<n 

- 

0.00 

59 

44300 

27152 

.63 

!64 

.59 

.41 - 

.02 

17.0 

5.26 

57 

27390 

36854 

1.39 


1.11 

1.13 - 

.06 

51.2 

0.00 

3 

950 

494 

.54 


.52 

.52 - 

.02 

487.6 

.20 

370 

327320 

346515 

1-03 

1.10 

1.01 

1.07 * 

.04 

10.5 

12.82 

30 

28813 

22581 

.81 


.77 

.7# - 

.03 

14.0 

4.70 

12 

4900 

7472 

1.51 


1.48 

1.49 - 

.02 

18.7 

0.00 

157 

175344 

180306 

1.03 

1.05 

1.00 

1.02 - 

.01 

47.5 

0.00 

18 

20706 

29263 

1.41 

1.43 

1.35 

1.35 - 

.06 

6.5 

0.00 

37 

21444 

25406 

1.20 

1.20 

1.18 

1.18 - 

.02 

46.4 

0.00 

84 

71225 

75J01 

1.10 

1.10 


1.02 - 

.08 

IS. 7 

6.33 

105 

123556 

98793 

.79 

.82 

.78 

.79 

- 

7.9 

15.63 

59 

83450 

52794 

.64 

.64 


.44 

- 


1B44324 INDEX NUMBER > 110.97 


3218119 * INDEX NUMBER I 167.57 


CHANCE i- 3.94* 


CHANGE I- 2.04* 


P/E 

DIV 

no. or 
CONTRACT 

No. or 

SHARES 

EXECUTED 

VALUE 

TRADED 

JD 

OP ERR INC 
PRICE 

HIGH 

LOW 

CLOSING 

PRICE 

CHANGE 

AVERAGE TUHNOVER 
MARKET SHARES 
PRICE 

no. or 

TRADING 

DAYS 

17.4 

0.00 

20 

42571 

29428 

.96 

.98 

.93 

.94 - 

.02 

.691 

.213 

4 

- 

0.00 

1 

500 

16S 

• 3S 

.33 

.33 

.33 - 

.02 

.330 

.015 

X 

- 

0.00 

32 

123950 

48001 

.39 

.40 

.38 

.39 

- 

.387 

2.951 

3 

- 

0.00 

16 

7000 

4050 

.63 

.70 

.63 

.68 ♦ 

.05 

.606 

.142 

« 

- 

0.00 

35 

48300 

21289 

.44 

.45 

.42 

.43 - 

.01 

.441 

.403 

4 

- 

0.00 

44 

177945 

41286 

.73 

.74 

.73 

.74 ♦ 

.01 

.232 

.809 

4 

68. 1 

0.00 

B 

3473 

1S08 

.69 

.71 

.67 

.71 - 

.02 

.434 

.025 

4 

341.5 

0.00 

3 

536 

520 

.97 

.97 

.97 

.97 

- 

.970 

.006 

1 

17.0 

5.00 

4 

35000 

35000 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

- 

1.000 

.350 


- 

0.00 

2 

20000 

40000 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

- 

2.000 

• 279 

1 

- 

0.00 

11 

14000 

6540 

.49 

.50 

.46 

.46 - 

.03 

.467 

.400 

3 

- 

0.00 

2 

200 

741 

4.00 

3.80 

3.61 

3.61 - 

.19 

3.705 

.013 

2 

39.2 

0.00 

164 

490773 

15SS09 

.31 

.34 

.31 

.34 + 

.03 

.323 

9.615 

4 

- 

0.00 

2 

500 

65 

.14 

.13 

.13 

.13 - 

.01 

.130 

.029 

1 

- 

0.00 

6 

1600 

560 

.37 

. 35 

.35 

.35 - 

.02 

. 350 

.064 

1 

- 

0.00 

1 

50 

22 

.41 

.43 

.43 

.43 * 

.02 

.440 

.003 

1 

- 

0.00 

15 

40600 

22S9S 

.65 

.67 

.64 

.65 

- 

.557 

.427 

4 

- 

0.00 

5 

7512 

3083 

.43 

.42 

.41 

.41 - 

.02 

.410 

.125 

1 

- 

0.00 

19 

52522 

64493 

1.45 

1.50 

1.45 

1.45 

- 

1.228 

1.050 

4 

- 

0.00 

20 

41385 

29244 

.71 

.71 

.70 

.71 

- 

.707 

.414 

4 

- 

0.00 

39 

39050 

25186 

.64 

.<16 

.63 

.43 - 

.01 

.645 

.480 

4 

- 

0.00 

38 

87600 

25278 

.28 

.29 

.28 

.29 ♦ 

.01 

.289 

1.251 

4 

13.6 

0.00 

11 

7400 

4129 

.54 

.54 

.52 

.52 - 

.02 

.529 

.195 

2 

- 

0.00 

4 

7270 

2835 

.39 

.39 

.39 

.39 

- 

:3>0 

.182 

1 

- 

0.00 

78 

101260 

51568 

.54 

.54 

■ 50 

.50 - 

.04 

1509 

1.013 

3 

- 

0.00 

7 

8000 

2818 

.60 

.62 

.60 

.60 

- 

1 352 

.170 

4 

12.1 

0.00 

1 

10000 

10500 

1.10 

1.05 

1.05 

1.05 - 

.05 

1 .'050 

.333 

1 

94.6 

0.00 

35 

36694 

15767 

.68 

■ 6B 

.67 

.68 

- 

.430 

.306 

4 

54.9 

0.00 

9 

19500 

19520 

1.00 

1.01 

1.00 

1.00 

- 

l.'OOl 

.325 

3 

2771.3 

0.00 

15 

6204 

6631 

1.09 

1-07 

1-06 

1.06 - 

.03 

1.069 

.155 

4 

13.7 

8.62 

67 

119000 

76805 

.08 

.91 

. B8 

.90 ♦ 

.02 

.645 

1.4B0 

4 

- 

0.00 

68 

153720 

59943 

.40 

.40 

.38 

.39 - 

.01 

.390 

.513 

4 



702 

I69458S 

B05BB6 










Area: 200 sqm. 
Consists Of 
3 bedrooms, 

3 bathrooms. 
Location: Atxfoun. 

Abdouh Real 
Estate 

Tel.: 5920605/ 
5920609 
Fax: 5932605 

Mobile: 079/30007 






Shmetsani- Opposite 

Grtndiays Bank. 
Phone-. 5604042 
Swcilieh Tel: 822891 


lace *** JORDAN MARKETPLA CE *** Jordan Marketplace 


. Gems of the world 18-21 & 22k. Gold. SKJSyK 


TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 

SECTION CALL 
5667171 EXT. 223 
OR 

5684311 - 
5699634 EXT. 42 


FOR 
| RENT 

^ Deluxe Villas 
and Apartments 




' one A Two Bedrooms * Fully 
Equipped Khctwnettes * DaDy & 
Long stay * Reasonable Rales 


5th Circle 

I Tel.: 5692672 - Fax: 5574531 


TeL 4656593 - 857690 
Mobile 079/32300- 44I0I 
Far. 962 - 6-4611068 


WINTER 

Collection 

40%OFF 


SPRING / ^ 

COLLECTION A 

20%OFF K ?°L A 


i Cer.tei - AjO'.-i- 

heusten's Rc-staurant-Et-s-'ce P.itchi 


TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 

SECTION CALL 
5667171 EXT. 223 
OR 

5684311- 
5699634 EXT. 42 






















































































io Sports 


Mansell returns to race 
track for Ford 


LONDON (AFP) — Former world Formula 
One champion Nigel Mansell is to return to 
the track in selected rounds of this year's 
Auto Trader RAC British Touring Car 
Championship it was announced Friday. 

Britain's most successful driver, with 31 
Grand Prix victories, will contest the BTCC 
races with Ford Mondeo racing as team- 
mare to regular drivers Will Hoy and Craig 
Baird. _ 

Announcing his BTCC programme, the 
43-year-old Mansell said: “Joining Ford 
Mondeo Racing to tackle the most compet- 
itive touring car championship in the world 
is an exciting challenge and one which I'm 
looking forward to immensely. 

'“Ford has been with me since the start of 
my career, from my first race in Formula 
Ford, through my Formula One debut in a 
Lotus-Ford, to my IndyCar World Series 
win in a Ford-powered Lola. It’s therefore 
appropriate I should be driving a Ford 
Mondeo in my return to racing in Britain." 
It will be the first time since 1993 that 


Mansell has raced in the UK. His last 
appearance here was also in a BTCC Ford 
Mondeo when he crashed. 

BTCC race organiser Alan Gow wel- 
comed Mansell's return: “We're looking 
forward to seeing him. Nigel is a great dri- 
ver and a huge favourite with the British 
race goer.” 

Ford director Martin Whitaker added: 
“Nigel has extensive experience of devel- 
oping and racing cars at the highest level of 
competition and we are confident this will 
be of great benefit to the Mondeo touring 
car programme.’’ 

Mansell made his Grand Prix debut in 
1980, later switching from Lotus to 
Williams, with whom he won his first 
Grand Prix. After a spell with Ferrari he 
returned to Williams to win the 1992 World 
Championship. The following year he won 
the IndyCar title in the U.S. His last Grand 
Prix appearance was with the McLaren 
team in 1995. 


Cole pulls 
out of 
England 
squad 


I’m staying at 
Arsenal — Wenger 


LONDON (AFP) — Andy 
Cole has joined the list of 
Manchester United absen- 
tees from the England squad 
for next Wednesday s World 
Cup warm-up in 
Switzerland. 

The Old TrafFord striker 
completed 90 minutes as 
United tumbled out of the 
Champions* League against 
Monaco on Wednesday, but 
picked up a knock and was 
ruled out when England boss 
Glenn Hoddle spoke to Alex 
Ferguson on Friday. 

Ferguson had already sig- 
nalled that Paul Scholes — 
who faces a knee operation 
that places a serious doubt 
over his World 1 Cup hopes 
— and brothers Gary and 
Phil Neville would be miss- 
ing. 

The only positive news for 
Hoddle was that midfielder 
Nicky Butt did not aggravate 
the calf injury’ he sustained 
against West Ham last week. 

Bun. along with United 
team-mates David Beckham 
and Teddy Sheringham. 
joined up with the England 
party at their 

Buckinghamshire hotel 
Friday, ahead of the first 
training session. 


LONDON (AFP) — Arsene Wenger insisted on Thursday 
that he intends to stay with English Premiership giants 
Arsenal despite speculation that Paris St. Germain are keen 
for him to take control of the ailing French club. 

Reports in France suggest that Frenchman Wenger is at 
the head of a wanted-list compiled by PSG's new presi- 
dent. Charles Bietry — a close friend of Wenger’s. 

Former television and communications magnate Bietry is 
also adamant the new man in charge must also speak per- 
fect French and says: “My first priority is to find a coach, 
and the quicker the better. It will not be someone I don't 
know." 

Those remarks, reported by highly respected French 
sports newspaper L’Equipe. sparked immediate specula- 
tion that Wenger was the main target and that the two men 
would be meeting in Paris. 

But Wenger said: “I have a contract at Highbury until 
1999 and I will respect that contract. 

“I am very happy ai Highbury and I’m happy trying to 
achieve something here. 

“Of course, PSG is an attractive club and I respect it a lot. 
but I can only say aea in that I am happy with Arsenal." 

Bietry, the former head of communications at Canal Plus 
television, may now decide to turn to either of two high- 
profile Italian bosses — former international coach Arrigo 
Sacchi and Marcello Lippi of Serie A champions Juventus. 

Lippi recently rejected a three-year deal worth six million 
pounds (510 million) from Real Madrid while Sacchi is 
reported to have rejected four separate offers from English 
clubs. 

Wenger, meanwhile, remains totally committed to 
Arsenal’s bid for honours on two domestic fronts — the 
Premiership title and the FA Cup. 

Wenger, believed to be a target for Spanish giants Real 
Madrid earlier this season, also recently insisted he has no 
immediate interest in becoming coach to the French nation- 
al team, a job which the present incumbent Aime Jacquet 
has announced he will vacate immediately after the World 
Cup finals. 

Wenger said: “My name has often been linked to that job 
— but not by me. Aime Jacquet told me two months ago 
that he would retire from it after the World Cup. but m> 
work is with Arsenal." 


JOB OPPORTUNITIES 


A leading telecommunication company has the following vacancies: 
FM03 Financial Management 

■ Accountants 

■ Import Specialists 

■ Storekeeper 


MS04 Marketing & Sales Management 

■ Sales Representatives 

■ Marketing Specialists 

■ Customer Care Specialists 


TM04 Technical Management 

■ Electronic Engineers 

■ Electrical Engineers 

■ Telecommunication Engineers 

■ Technicians 


AM03 Administration Management 
m Administrators’ 

■ Secretaries 

■ Drivers 


Applicants should have the following; 


Educational degree in related field 

At least two years of experience in related field 

Fluency in English and Arabic 

Charismatic personality and leadership abilities for marketing and sales 
Ages between 24-30 
Driving license preferable 
A team player 

Interested parties should send their C.V. by March 26th f 1 998 to: 
Fax. 962 6 827 701 or mail: P.O Box 5566 Amman 1 1 7 83 Jordan 
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‘Abdul- 
Jabbar 
busted for 
marijuana 
possession 


First Division Basketball Cha mpionship . _ 

Jazireh manage difficult win 
over Ahli as 1st round concludes 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


TORONTO lAP) — 
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, the 
NBA’s career leading scor- 
er, was arrested by U.S. 
Customs officials Sunday 
for possession of six grams 
of marijuana at Pearson 
International Airport, the 
Toronto Star reported 
Friday. 

The newspaper said 
Abdul-Jabbar. 50. was 
fined S500 before being 
allowed to board a flight to 
Los Angeles. 

Peel Regional Police 
SupL Blair Foley said the 
former Los Angeles Lakers 
center was released with- 
out conditions, although 
his name was entered into 
Canadian and U.S. police 
computers. 

Foley said a U.S. 
Customs dog detected the 
marijuana, which the for- 
mer Los .Angeles Lakers 
center concealed in a glass 
vial. 

“He turned the drugs over 
to us." Foley said. “He was 
searched for further drugs, 
bur there weren’t any.*’ 

Foley said Abdul-Jabbar 
was arrested for possession 
of a controlled drug. He 
was not charged by 
Canadian police, who used 
their discretionary powers 
to leave the matter with 
U.S. Customs. 

U.S. Customs spokesman 
Cherise Miles said any 
U.S. citizen caught with a 
small amount of marijuana 
is fined dlrs 500 and 


AMMAN — While having the sec- 
ond round as well as the playoffs 
ahead to determine this year's cham- 
pions. Thursday night’s Jazireh -Ahli 
match gave fans an indication of 
what this year’s First Division 
Basketball Championship still has to 
offer. 

As things stood before the match. 
Al Jazireh had easily beaten all their 
opponents including former champs 
Al Onhodoxi 92-84 while Al Ahli 
had lost 74-49 to .Al Orthodoxi. 

However, it seemed like a different 
Ahli lineup that gave titieholders Al 
Jazireh a hard time and won the first 
half 36-33 before eventually losing 
the match 75-69. 

Al Jazireh had an early 16-7 lead 
before Al Ahli outscored them 12-0 
to take the lead at 19-6. 

While both teams alternated at the 
lead, Al Jazireh’s Ma’an Odeh car- 
ried four fouls while Al Ahli veteran 
Yousef Zaghloul led his teammates 
and scored IS of his 26 points as Al 
Ahli won the first half 36-33. 

Both teams started the second half 
on a fast note, with Zaghloul tying 
the game at 43-43 after a three- 
pointer. 

Al Jazireh took a 4S-45 lead and 
continued from then on led by the 
energetic Yousef Abu Bakr. 
However, scoring remained close. 

Al Ahli's Zaghloul and Faisal 
Nsour were given a rest and with 
centre Raraez Hammoudeh missing 
the match, bench players carried the 
team and gave their fans something 
to cheer about. 

Mohammad Shamali led Al Ahli as 


they trailed 67-62 before a three- 
pointer by Nsour narrowed the gap 

to 67-65. . _ 

Husam Lutfi scored for Al Jaziren 
but Zaghl oul sank in another three- 
pointer, still trailing 70-68. 

With less than a minute remaining 
Al Ahli pinned their hope on 
Zaghloul which ultimately proved to 
be a tactical mistake, as the worn out 
player missed a three-pointer and 
another three free shots that could 
have altered the outcome of the 
match. 

Jazireh's Odeh came back to score 
and ended the match with a precious 
75-69 win. 

Al Jazireh thus ended the first 
round atop the standings with an 
unbeaten record. The top-three play- 
offs following the second round will 
determine the winner. 

Insiders expected Ai Ahli. who 
came in second last year, to be an 
easy prey this season especially after 
their dismal results early in the 
event 

After struggling with technical and 
managerial obstacles for the past two 
seasons they seem to be trying to get 
the right combination while improv- 
ing the physical and overall team 
conditioning in the course of match- 
es. 


Having started training late and 
missing out on serious pre-season 
friendlies while looking for a coach, 
their officials lured back their star- 
veterans Yousef Zaghloul and 
Marwan Ma’touq to the lineup after 
missing two seasons. Their incoher- 
ent lineup might also get a much- 
needed boost if and when veteran 
Naser Bushnaq joins the team. 

Al Jazireh were expected to be the 
favourites after impressive results 
during the West Asian Zone basket- 
ball q ualifie rs which they hosted last 
month. 

Their win last year ended a 30-year 
do min ation by rivals Orthodoxi and 
Al Ahli. 

While. Al Orthodoxi had an undis- 
puted reign from 1976- 19S9, Al Ahli 
won the title in 1990, 1992, 1993 
and 1994 aided by the signing of 
Bushnaq. 

Al Orthodoxi came back to win in 
1991, 1995 and 1996. 

They were to face Al Jeel late 
Friday. Al Jeel beat expectations 
after an unexpected 76-67 win over 
Al Hussein and a 61-60 win over AI 
Jalil. 

Both Al Hussein and Al Jalil need- 
ed to win their Iibid match to avoid 
the relegation-threatened last-place. 
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Chelsea, Stuttgart advance in Cup Winners’ Cup 


PARIS (AFP) — Chelsea, 
Vicenza, Stuttgart and 


required to fill out four sets ( ..Lokomotiv Moscow booked 
of Customs forms. The their berths in the semi-finals 

newspaper said calls to : -*}f.»..jtbe European Cup 


Abdul-Jabbar's Los 

Angeles company went 
unanswered. 

Meanwhile. misde- 
meanor battery and false 
imprisonment charges 
against Abdul-Jabbar were 
dismissed Thursday by a 
Los .Angeles judge who 
ruled he had complied with 
orders to complete 36 
hours of anger manage- 
ment counseling. 

West Los .Angeles 
Municipal Court 

Commissioner Gary L. 
Bradman said Abdul- 
Jabbar followed the Jan. 29 
court order, which also 
required a S5.000 payment 
to a police department pro- 
gram for at-risk youth. 

Jerry Cohea. a Universal 
Studios music editor, 
accused Abdui-Jabbar of 
attacking him after a traffic 
dispute April 20. 1997. 
Cohen and Abdul-Jabbar 
sealed a civil lawsuit in 
December. 


Winners' Cup on Thursday. 

Favourites Chelsea went 
through 5-2 on aggregate 
after coming back from a 
goal down to score a 3-1 
home victory in their home 
return against Spanish oppo- 
nents Real Beds. 

Vicenza humiliated Dutch 
side Roda Kerkrade for the 
second time in two weeks — 
handing out a 5-0 home 
drubbing for a 9- 1 win over- 
all. 

Stuttgart went through 3- 1 

— thanks to a 2-0 win over 
Czech outfit Slavia Prague 

— both of their goals com- 
ing from freekicks by 
Bulgarian playmaker 
Krassimir Balakov. 

And Lokomotiv Moscow 
reached the last four after a 
last-second header from cap- 
tain Igor Chugainov 
clinched a 2-1 win over 
Greek side AEK Athens. 

Chelsea, who had won the 
first leg against Beds 2-1 in 
Spain, looked to be in seri- 
ous danger when they went 
behind to a 20th minute goal 
from Nigerian ace Finidi 



Andrei Solomatin (L) of Lokomotiv Moscow tackles Nikolaus Kostenoglou of AEK 
Athens during their Europea Cap Winner's Cup quarter-final second leg match 
(Reuters photo) 
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George. 

But the Londoners, who 
have lost four of their last 
five league games, hit back 
through Frank Sinclair after 
30 minutes. 

Then Italians Roberto Di 
Matteo and Gianfranco Zola 
settled the tie with superb 
goals in the second-half. 

Beds ensured that Chelsea 
would have to fight when 
they took the early lead. 

Alfonso was the provider, 
stabbing the ball into the 
path of George, who raced 
into the right of the area and 
buried a low. left-foot shot to 
the left of Ed de Goey in the 
Chelsea goal. 

Two minutes later. Chelsea 
almost fell behind in the tie 
when Croatian Robert Jarai 
released Finidi who shot 
over under a challenge by 
Frenchman Frank Leboeuf. 

But Chelsea, unbeaten in 
21 home ties in Europe, 
responded furiously to the 
setback and had three good 
chances of their own in the 


first half before finally draw- 
ing level. 

First player-coach 

Gianluca Vialli forced a 
smart low save from Antonio 
Prats with a dipping, angled 
shot from the edge of the 
area. 

Zola, keen to stake his 
claims for a place in Italy’s 
World Cup F inals plans, was 
then inches away from the 
equaliser with a curling free- 
kick that cannoned off a 
posL 

Vialii also worried the 
woodwork when he saw his 
header rebound off the cross- 
bar after a pinpoint cross 
from Zola, who was show- 
ing his best form for months. 

The Londoners’ pressure 
finally brought a deserved 
equaliser on the half hour 
mark to maintain their 
advantage in the tie. - 

The goal came from the 
unlikely source of Jamaican 
defender Sinclair, who 
brought reward for a string 
of pemetrating attacks with 


an unstoppable header from 
a comer as he rose unmarked 
in die middle of the area. 

Five minutes after the 
interval Chelsea virtually 
guaranteed their place in the 
last four with a superb goal 
from Di Maiteo, who main- 
tained his habit of scoring 
goals on the big occasion for 
the London club. 

The Italian midfielder, 
who scored in the first 
minute of Chelsea’s FA Cup 
triumph last season, created 
the goal out of nothing. 

The former Lazio star 
burst out of a 50-50 chal- 
lenge deep in Beds territory 
before advancing into die 
left of the area, cutting inside 
and placing a shot into the 
far corner of the net. 

Zola completed a glorious 
night for Chelsea when he 
added Chelsea’s third in the 
dying seconds with a rasping 
left foot dive from outside 
the area that flew into d& 
bottom left comer of Pnio’ 
goal. 
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CINEMA T ELSWC?* 

PLAZA 


NEMA TEL: 5677420 

CONCORD 


GALLERIA 2 


CINEMA 


TH: 5934793 


Mike Myers & 
Elizabeth Hurley ... in 


Val Kilmer & 
Elizabeth Shue... in 


GALLERIA 1 


HHanOtasIhate 
TEL: 4625155 


The biggest cinema production 


AUSTIN POWERS: 
International Man 
of Mystery 

Shows: 12:30,3:30. 6:15. 
8:30. 10:30 


THE SAINT 


TITANIC 


Adel Imam &Yusra ... in 

RISALA ILA AL WALI 

(ARABIC 

Shows. 12.30. 3:30. 6:00. S:I5. 10:30 
TITANIC SHOWS: >3:30 P.M 


ABDOUN 


ABDOUN 


grand opening 


GRAND OPENING 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15, 
8:30. 10:30 


Shows: 12:00. 3:00. 7:00. 
10:30 p.m. 


LONG KISS GOODNIGHT!! 

Shows: 3:?0. 6:30. S:30. 10:30 /'! 


i TITANIC 

Shows: 5:15, 8:30 

■j.'J The film is also on at 2:00 p.n. <£ 

-'i 12:00 c. in on Wednesdays, Thursdays 
/ V and Fridas* / \ 


TITANIC 


Shows: 3:30. 7:00, 10:30 

The film is also m at 12:00 am. on 
Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays 


NOW ON DAILY 

THE GOVERNMENT 
IN THE SERVICE 
OF PEOPLE 

Starring His ham Yarns 
and his group 

v reservations call: 4640155, 4625155 , 
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Sports 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Becker to lead Germans 

HAMBURG (AFP) — Boris Becker will lead Germany 
into their Davis Cup World Group first-round 
against South Africa in Bremen from April 3-5, the 
German Tennis Federation announced Thursday. Becker, 
who is semi-retired and has taken charge of the German 
squad, was named in a four-man team alongside Nicolas 
Kiefer, Tommy Haas and David Pdnosil by non-playing 
captain Carl-Uwe Steeb. The injury-plagued three- time 
Wimbledon champion now longer plays Grand Slam 
events, but selects which tournaments he will contest His 
presence provides a boost for the Germans, who are with- 
out Marc-Kevin Gbellner, who has a shoulder injury. 

Stoichkov returns home 

BARCELONA (AFP) — Veteran Bulgarian star Hits to 
Stoichkov, who terminated his contract with Barcelona 
six days ago, announced here on Thursday that he was 
returning to his former club CSKA Sofia. The 32-year-old 
striker, who inspired Bulgaria to the 1994 World Cup 
semi-finals, said that he was returning to the club he 
played for in 1989-90 because he needs to play regular 
first-team football so he can be fit for this year’s World 
Cup finals, which open in Paris on June 10. *T need to be 
ready for the World Cup. It wasn’t a question of money. I 
was just looking for a team where I would be able to get 
a regular place,” Stoichkov said. Stoichkov ended his 
contract with the Catalan giants because Dutch coach 
Louis Van Gaal had effectively told him that he had no 
future at Barcelona — where he had only managed 59 
minutes of first-team football this season. Stoichkov won 
the hearts of Barca fans under the ultra-successful reign of 
Van Goal’s compatriot Johan Cruyff and was part of die 
team which won the 1992 European Champions’ Cup. He 
was later offloaded to Parma of Italy, where be had an 
unhappy few months before returning to the Nou Camp 
last summer. Stoichkov first joined the Catalan giants in 
1990. He won the Golden Boot as top scorer in Europe in 
1994 and scored 1 17 goals for the club. As well as win- 
ning the Champions’ Cup. Stoichkov woo four league 
championship medals between 1991 and 1994, the 
European Cup Winners’ Cup in 1997 as well as the 
Spanish Cup. 

Newcastle directors refuse to quit 

LONDON (AFP) — Under-pressure Newcastle chairman 
Freddy Shepherd and vice-chairman Douglas Hall are 
refusing to resign. Hall's solicitor — Gerrard Tyrrell, of 
HarbottJe and Lewis, in London — announced Friday that 
both Hall and Shepherd would be staying on the board, 
even though both know thar the News of the World are 
likely to carry further allegations about them this Sunday. 
They have been under fire from Magpies fans since last 
weekend, when the newspaper published statements 
allegedly made by them to; an undercover reporter. Mr 
Tyrrell stressed that die situation would have been differ- 
Shenh«d hy iU|i dy hftM A jm wj j y jrhnnr a^jl 

Kournikova leads Russia in Fed Cup 

MELBOURNE (AFP.) — Teen star Anna Kournikova has 
been added to die Russian squad for next month’s Fed 
Cup tennis tie against Australia in Perth. Sixteen-year-old 
Kournikova, a Wimbledon semi-finalist last year, and 
Elena Likbovtseva, who reached a world ranking high of 
16 last year, will give Russia a decided advantage in the 
World Group tie. on grass from April 18. The Australian 
team is Rachel McQuillan, Keny-Anne Guse, Annabel 
EUwood and Rennae Stubbs. 

Promotion race set to go the distance 

LONDON (AFP) — Nottingham Forest will be hoping to 
keep their noses in front in one of the tightest First 
Division promotion races in years when they face play-off 
hopefuls Birmingham on Saturday. Forest are in pole 
position to take one of the two automatic promotion 
places after .a 3-0 win over Bury at the weekend gave 
them a two point lead over Middlesbrough who failed to 
beat Portsmouth. But Sunderland, who face Alan Ball’s 
rejuvenated Portsmouth at home, are also in the tunning 
in third position just two points behind Boro. Barring a 
miraculous series of results, the current mathematics 
means that two of the three teams relegated from the 
Premiership last season are guaranteed an immediate 
return to die top flight Forest boss Dave Bassett said it 
was impossible to predict which of the three will go up. 


Blazers beat Knicks 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Reggie Miller scored 20 
points, including two free 
throws with 13.4 seconds 
left, as the Indiana Pacers 
survived a fourth-quarter 
rally to beat the Washington 
Wizards 95-91 Thursday 
night. 

Miller scored eight points 
in a three-minute run that 
put Indiana up by 13 late in 
the third quarter. Mark 
Jackson had 10 points and 
12 assists for the Pacers. 
Rod Strickland had 24 
points and 14 assists for the 
Wizards, who were bun by 
14 turnovers and 1 2-for-22 
free-throw shooting. 

• Raptors 104, Nuggets 

103, Oil: In Toronto, 

Chauncey Billups, held 
scoreless in the first three 
quarters, scored 12 points in 
the fourth quarter and six in 
overtime as the Toronto 
Raptors beat the Denver 
Nuggets. 

Billups made four free 
throws in the last 25.8 sec- 
onds of overtime as the 
Raptors cooled off the 
Nuggets, who had won 
three of their previous four 
games. Denver (8-60) still 
needs to win two games to 
avoid finishing with the 
worst record in NBA histo- 
ry, the 9-73 marie set 25 
years ago by the 
. Philadelphia 76ers. Dee 
Brown scored 24 points for 
Toronto, while Johnny 
Newman led Denver with 
24. 

• Ural] Blazers 82. 
Knicks 77: In New York, 
Arvydas Sabonis and Brian 
Grant each scored 21 points 
as the Portland Trail 
Blazers beat the New York 
Knicks despite a late field- 
goal drought. 

Portland did not score 
from the field in the final 
4:16 and practically gave 
the game away, but an even 
bigger mistake by the 
Knicks — a 5-second viola- 
tion on Charles Oakley with 
seconds — 1 — cost 
them ' fortbe win. ' 
added ‘ 16 
points for the Blazers, who 
snapped a four-game road 
losing streak. Charlie Ward 
had a season-high 19 points 
and 11 assists for New 
York, which lost for the 
seventh time in nine games. 

• Nets 93, Magic 87: In 
East Rutherford, New 
Jersey, Kendall Gill hit a 
go-ahead jumper with 1:54 
left and the New Jersey 
Nets went on to defeat the 
Orlando Magic to bolster 
their playoff chances. 

Coupled with 

Washington’s loss to 
Indiana. New Jersey (35- 
32) moved a game ahead of 
the Wizards (34-33) for the 
eighth and final playoff spot 
in the East. Orlando 1 33-33) 
trails the Nets by 1 1/2 
games with a month left in 
the regular season. 

Keith Van Horn, who 
missed the last three games 
with a broken toe on his 
right foot, led the Nets with 
19 points. Sam Cassell 
added 17 points, including 


six free throws in the final 
41 seconds. Nick Anderson 
scored a season-high 38 
points for Orlando. 

• Hawks 84, Bucks 81: la 
Atlanta. Steve Smith sank a 
go-ahead bank shot and 
Eldridge Recasner hit a pair 
of free throws with 4.3 sec- 
onds left as Atlanta handed 
Milwaukee its eighth 
straight loss. Hawks center 
Dikembe Mutombo had 18 
points, 15 rebounds and tied 
Ms season-high with eight 
blocked shots. 

Smith added 17 points 
and Alan Henderson had 14 
points and 14 rebounds as 
Atlanta won its third 
straight and seventh in eight 
games. Ray Allen scared 21 
points for the Bucks. 

• Rockets 105, Celtics 
96: In Houston, Hakeem 
Olajuwon scored 15 of his 
33 points in the fourth quar- 
ter as the Houston Rockets 
won their fifth straight 
game. The Celtics, who 
have lost six in a row, kept 
the Rockets off balance 
most of the game with their 
pressing defence and 
Houston didn't take the lead 
for good until Olajuwon’s 
basket with 5:44 left put the 
Rockets up 85-83. Ron 
Mercer scored 31 points for 
the Celtics. 

• Mavericks 88, 
Warriors 82, OT: In 
Dallas, Shawn Bradley had 
18 points and 10 rebounds, 
and Eric Riley scored a 
career-high 16 points as the 
Dallas Mavericks beat the 
Golden State Warriors in 
overtime. 

Michael Finley had 14 
points for the Mavericks, 
who recovered after blow- 
ing a 10-point lead in the 
final 2:46 of regulation. 
Dallas has won three of its 
last five games. Erick 
Dampier and Jim Jackson 
each scored 18 points for 
the Warriors, who lost their , 
‘fifth straight. . * .iU . 

*4 CavaHd^^O, Kings 85: i 
In Sacramento. California, 
Shawn Kemp had 19 points 
and 14 rebounds as the 
Cleveland Cavaliers beat 
the Sacramento Kings. The 
Cavs’ third straight victory, 
combined with New York’s 
loss to Portland, pulled 
Cleveland into a sixth-place 
tie with the Knicks in the 
Eastern Conference playoff 
race. 

Derek Anderson scored 
18 points and Wesley 
Person had 16 for 
Cleveland. 

Brevin Knight added 13 
points, and Zydruoas 
Ilgauskas bad 12 points and 
12 rebounds for the Cavs. 
Corliss Williamson scored 
21 points and Otis Thorpe 
had 20 for Sacramento, 
which has lost six straight 
and 13 of 15. Mitch 
Richmond, playing with a 
sore right knee, was score- 
less in the first half and fin- 
ished with 12 points for the 
Kings. 



to manage the establishment of the company in 
Palestine during a four-month transition period 
expected to begin April 1, 1998. 

The qualifications required for this position are: 

• At least 1 0 years of management expert 
ence in banking or data processing enter 
prises. 

• Appreciation for the role of information 
technology in the banking sector. 

• Knowledge of the banking sector in 
Palestine and neighbouring countries. 

• Ability to work with general and regional 
managers of banks in Palestine and ■ 
neighbouring countries. 

• Excellent command of the English Ian 
guage. 

Competitive private sector-based compensation, 
interested persons should send their resumes 
and information about their availability, by March 
28, 1998 to the: 

Palestine Monetary Authority, Gaza 
Attention: Office of the Governor 
Fax: 972-7-824599 

For further information please call 
972-7-825713/723 
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5 CONTINENTS TRAVEL 
SERVICES 

** WE HAVE MOVED ** 
TO 

I IBN SINA STREET 
WADI SAQRA SQUARE 
Yassmin Center 
Across From 

KING ABDALLAH GARDENS 
UNBEATABLE PRICES OF 
AIR TICKETS TO 


|| NORTH AMERICA 

EUROPE 1 


THE WORLD 


CONTACT TEL. 562-2526 
YOUR TRAVEL AGENT 
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Injured Graf and weather 
dampen Lipton opening day 


KEY BISCAYNE (AFP) 
— Steffi Graf, still nursing 
a pulled hamstring, pulled 
out of the Lipton tennis 
championships Thursday, 
overshadowing the rain- 
disrupted action on open- 
ing day. 

The former World No. 1 
announced her decision 
after an unsatisfactory 
practice on Thursday 
morning. 

“1 hoped that everything 
would be all right," said 
Graf, who bas won the 
Lipton title five times, in 
1987-88 and 1994-96. 

“After a few balls, it 
became clear that the injury 
has not healed. I am still 
having treatment, but when 
I will play again is a ques- 
tion I can't answer.” 

The fourth seed’s with- 
drawal followed that of 
seventh-seeded Croatian 
Iva Majoli, who is suffer- 
ing from bronchitis. 

It was the latest blow for 
Graf, winner of 21 Grand 
Slam singles titles, who is 
trying to come back after a 
nine-month absence after 
knee surgery. 

Key Biscayne was to 
have been the final tourna- 
ment in which she had the 
benefit of her protected 
world ranking. 

That gave her the No. 4 
seeding here, and like all 
the top seeds a bye into the 
second round of the tourna- 
ment regarded as the 
behind only the four Grand 
Slams in importance. 

The byes for the top 32 
players in both the men’s 
and women's draws, cou- 
pled with rain delays of 
three hours, made for a 
slow start. 

.American . Serena 
Williams, younger sister of . 

«• .U.S-iPpenjuaoer-up Venus 
Williams, eased into the 
second-round with a 6-4. 6- 
0 victory over Czech 
Denisa Chladkova. 

She now plays Romanian 
Irina Spirlea, who had 
some bitter words for the 
elder Williams sister after 
their infamous tangle on a 
change-over in the U.S. 
Open semi-final. 

Chanda Rubin disposed 
of Czech Lenka 
Nemeckova 6-3, 6-3 to 
earn a second-round clash 
with World No. 1 Martina 
Hingis. 



Steffi Graf 
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Workers dry off the stadium court after a nrtrittingtfF heavy rain delayed; the start of 
first round play at 14th Lijpton Qhainpibiiships jin Key Biscayne. Florida- The Lipton, 
which is the only D-day foornainehf ‘On the ATPTour, has $4.6 million In prize money 
(Reuters photo) 


JORDAN 

TIMES 

FAX: 

5696183 



The U.S. Peace Corps in Jordan is seeking to fill 

the following long-term contract staff positions: 

1. — ^ Medical Officer: 

• Provides medical and counselling support for 
American volunteers living in rural and urban 
areas of Jordan. 

• Must be able to be on-call 24 hours/day for 
medical emergencies. Routine office hours are 
8:30-5:00. Sunday, through Thursday. 

• Maintains all administrative systems and 
records for the medical section. Knowledge of 
computer usage required. 

• Experience in teaching basic health information 
to large groups. 

• Registered Nurse or Physician credentials 
required, U.S. or British medical training or 
experience desired. 

• Fluency in speaking, reading and writing 
English required; knowledge of Arabic desired. 

2. — s- Programme Assistant: 

• Assists in the management of a development 
assistance programme involving Jordanian 
organisations and American volunteers. 

• Maintains administrative systems, correspon 
dence and files for the programme and training 
section. Translates and prepares routine corre 
spondence in Arabic and English. Speaking, 
writing and reading fluency in English and 
Arabic is required. 

• Assists in the delivery of cross cultural training 
for volunteers. 

• University completion and one year experience 
in a professional office. Advanced skills in typing 
Arabic and English using computers. Previous 
experience in social service or development 
programmes desired. 

Interested applicants should mail or fax their curriculum 

vitae and a cover tetter including salary history no later 

than March 31, 1998 to: 


KgsartcL. 

hw*fu, 

‘Kfcrjjv ;X 


L&tt; Recruitment Team 
|&ui;No. (06) 461 9-351 
354, Amman - 11118 
tltoifihorie calls) 
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For someone so precious 
The best chocolate in the world ~ 

ABDOUN ■ Qotraneh SI. - Soldo Kurd! Centra Telefax. 5934945 



Under the patronage of 

HRH Prince Raad Bin Zeid 

THE SOCIETY FOR CARE OF 
HEUROLOG1CAL PATIENTS 

and 

The Amman Road Runners 

present: 

The 6th Amman-Dead Sea 
Ultra Marathon (50km) 

Friday 3rd of Aprils 1938 


Ammon Road Rlrtnw at Tafatax (982-6) 5530435 
P.OL Boot 826674 Amman 11 110 JORDAN 


Radisson^ZCff 




LG Electronics 
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Arafat: PNA waiting for U.S. initiatiye 


TEL AVTV (AP) — Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu 
wrote to U.S. U.S. President 
Bill Clinton that an Israeli 
troop withdrawal from 13.1 per 
cent of the West Bank, as pro- 
posed by Washington, would 
endanger Israel's security, a 
newspaper said Friday. 

Mr. Netanyahu's senior 
adviser, David Bar-Dlan. con- 
firmed a letter was written, but 
would not reveal its content. 
Israel has been Dying to dis- 
courage the United Stales from 
going public with its proposal 
which also asks the 
Palestinians to reciprocate with 
security gestures, such as ban- 
ning incitement. 

Mr. Bar-Dlan said the United 
Slates would only do damage 
by going public. 

“We don’t feel that an 
imposed solution is viable." 
Mr. Bar-Dlan told The 
Associated Press. “On the con- 
trary. it would be extremely 
counterproductive and would 


encourage the Palestinians to 
believe they don't have to 
negotiate, that they can rely on 
others to force Israel to make 
concessions, and if it doesn’t, 
make it look like the intransi- 


gent party. 

In the Gaza Snip, Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat said 
Friday he would only respond 
once the proposal has been 
submitted formally. 

“We are waiting for some- 
thing official very soon." Mr. 
Arafat told reporter alter a 
meeting with Austrian 
Chancellor Viktor Klima. 

Mr. Arafat said the European 
Union decided to hold off on 
presenting its own ideas 
because it didn't want to spoil 
any U.S. initiative. 

U.S. officials reportedly are 
divided over whether to go 
public with the plan which 
would be widely perceived as 
putting pressure on Israel. Mr. 
Netanyahu has said he would 
onlv aeree to a withdrawal 


from 9 per cent of the West 
Bank, and this is whaihe wrote 
to President Clinton several 
days ago, according to the 
Yediot Ahronot daily. 

Under the US plan. Israeli 
troops would withdraw from 
West Bank areas in several 
small steps over 12 weeks, 
with each pullback met by 
Palestinian security gestures. 
After the staged withdrawal 
the two sides would begin talks 
on a final peace agreement, 
including the future of 
Jerusalem and final borders. 

In other developments 
Friday, several dozen 
Palestinian teen-agers threw 
stones at Israeli troops on a 
main West Bank thoroughfare 
near the West Bank village of 
Dura. Israeli soldiers fired rub- 
ber-coated bullets to disperse 
the youths — most of them 
Dura residents who said they 
were protesting against the 
March 10 shooting deaths of 
three workers from Dura at an 


army roadblock. One demon- 
strator was tightly injured. 

On the outskirts of the West 
Bank town of Hebron, more 
than a dozen Israeli peace 
activists helped rebuild the 
home of a Palestinian family 
that was demolished twice 
over the past decade by Israeli 
authorities for lack of a build- 
ing permit. Volunteers carried 
buckets with gravel to level the 
ground for new construction. 

~ The Airash family — a hus- 
band. wife and eight children 
— have been living in three 
tents since their one-story 
home w as razed on March 3. 

Israel's military government 
in the West Bank said it had to 
enforce building codes. 
Palestinians accuse Israel of 
using house demolitions as a 
political tooL saying it is often 
refusing to issue building per- 
mits in areas it hopes to keep 
under Israeli control 


Netanyahu ahead of Barak - poll 


TEL AVTV (AFP; — Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu maintained his 
standing in opinion polls after a 
tumultuous diplomatic week 
for Israel and would handily 
defeat opposition leader Ehud 
Barak if elections were held 
today, according to a survey 
published Friday. 

The poll released by the 
Maariv newspaper said Mr. 
Netanyahu would won 44 per 
cent of the vote for prime min- 
ister compared to 38 per cent 
for Mr. Barak, head of the 
Labour Party. Eighteen per 
cent of those queried were 
undecided. 

Until last month Mr. Barak 
repeaiedly beat Mr. Netanyahu 
in voter opinion polls whose 
results were often interpreted 
as a disavowal of the right- 
wing government’s hardline 
approach in peace talks with 
the Palestinians. 

But last week Mr. Netanyahu 


pulled ahead of Mr. Barak for 
the first time after the Labour 
leader sparked a furore by say- 
ing in a television interview 
that if he had been bom 
Palestinian he would have 
joined a terrorist organisation. 

That survey had Mr. 
Netanyahu leading Mr. Barak 
44 to 36 per cent. 

This week's poll also came 
after Mr. Netanyahu gained 
wide public support for his 
handling of a controversial 
visit by British Foreign 
Secretary Robin Cook. 

Mr. Cook, in a bid to under- 
score European disapproval of 
Israel’s Jewish settlement poli- 
cies. met with a Palestinian 
official at a new Jewish settle- 
ment project in Arab east 
Jerusalem. 

Mr. Netanyahu portrayed the 
incident as on attempt to under- 
mine Israel's claim of sover- 
eignty over all of Jerusalem 
and cut short his meetings with 


Mr. Cook, sparking a diplo- 
matic incident. 

In the poll published Friday. 
Mr. Netanyahu nearly equalled 
Mr. Barak in support from the 
850.000-stzong Arab Israeli 
community which traditionally 
backs Labour. Of Arab voters. 
44 per cent backed Mr. 
Netanyahu compared to 46 per 
cent for Mr. Barak. 

Those favouring Mr. 
Netanyahu said they felt he 
would’ better protect their secu- 
rity and reach a better peace 
deal with the Palestinians than 
Mr. Barak. 

The main survey questioned 
a representative sample of 500 
Jewish Israelis, and had a mar- 
gin of error of 4.5 per cent 
Maariv gave no details about 
the poll of .Arab Israelis which 
was carried out separately. 

The next general elections in 
Israel are scheduled for the 
vear 2000. 


First Iraqi pilgrims to go 
to Saudi Arabia Thursday 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — The 
first group of Iraqis will leave 
Thursday by bus for the annu- 
al Muslim pilgrimage to 
Mecca. Saudi Arabia, an Iraqi 
official said Friday. 

“The first group of Iraqi 
faithful will leave Iraq 
Thursday via the [Iraqi-Saudij 
border checkpoint of Ar'ar to 
make the pilgrimage, sched- 
uled to climax April 7. 
Religious Property Minister 
Mohamed A1 Qaissi was quot- 
ed bv the official INA news 


agency as saying. 

“The Iraqi pilgrims will visit 
Mecca's holy sites in 40 buses 
this .vear." he said. 

A U„N. spokesman said 
Thursday that Iraq has rejected 
U.N. offers to let several thou- 


sand Iraqis make the pilgrim- 
age. 

He said Iraq's ambassador to 
the United Nations. Nizar 
Hamdoon. told the chief of the 
U.N. Sanctions Committee 
that “there was no practical use 
in pursuing discussions on this 
matter." 

U.N. Humanitarian .Affairs 
spokesman Eric Fait said 
Thursday that the Sanctions 
Committee was expected to 
give conditional approval for 
funding for Iraqis to make the 
pilgrimage. 

The sanctions committee 
had proposed that the cost of 
the pilgrimage. 544 million, be 

financed by withdrawing 
money from u Nocked account 
managed by the United 


Nations and by sales of Iraqi 
oil. 

The money would be trans- 
ferred through Jordanian 
banks. 

However. Baghdad demand- 
ed that the funds be deposited 
in its central bank, which 
would not be allowed under 
U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 986. the oil-fcr- 
food accord. 

The Iraqi government is 
expected to provide for about 
3.000 pilgrims to go to Mecca 
this year. 

In previous years. Iraq has 
sent 1.000 pilgrims even 
though the Saudi authorities’ 
quota for Iraqi pilgrims is 
22.000. or one pilgrim for 
every 1 .000 Iraqi citizens. 


Egypt, Sudan moving toward 
compromise on Halaib area 


CAIRO (AFP) — Sudanese 
Foreign Minister Mustafa 
Osman Ismail said for the first 
time Friday that his country 
and Egypt are close to agree- 
ment on how to settle their ter- 
ritorial dispute over Halaib. 

“I think that we have almost 
reached agreement for the 
Halaib business to be handled 
within a supplementary frame - 
work between the two coun- 
tries" he said in an interview 
published Friday in the Arab 
newspaper Al HayaL 

He also said that once the 
outstanding issues between the 
two countries are settled, 
Sudanese President Omar Al 
Bashir will visit Cairo. 

The dispute over the 17,000- 


5quare-kilometrc triangle of 
land on the Red Sea intensified 
again in 1992 after Sudan 
granted a Canadian oil compa- 
ny a concession there. 

Egypt reacted with a series of 
measures to strengthen ib pres- 
ence in the area, the scene of 
deadly confrontations between 
the two sides in 1995. 

Cairo says the international 
border is on the 22nd parallel 
according to a 1S99 Anglo- 
Egyption treaty during their 
condoniinium In Sudan. 

Halaib is north of the 22nd 
parallel. 

However. Sudan says 1902 
and 1907 amendments created 
an “administrative" border far- 
ther north, placing the area 


under Sudanese administration 
because of ethnic similarities. 

Before the dispute heated up 
□sain in 1992. Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak had 
stressed that Egyptians and 
Sudanese were co-existing 
peacefully in Halaib. 

Relations between Cairo and 
Khartoum have improved Li 
the past year. 

Egypt has stopped accusing 
the Islamist Sudanese govern- 
ment of supporting Egyptian 
Islamist activists and hs trying 
to bring about a rcamciliation 
between Khanoum and the 
northern Sudanese opposition 
hosed in Cairo. 


Aideed renounces his presidential claim 


MOGADISHU (AFP) — 
Somali warlord Hussein 
Mohammad Aideed declared in 
a letter released on Friday that 
he will stop referring to himself 
as ‘president of Somalia," and 
lhai he and arch-rival All Mahdi 
Mohammad will coordinate. 

The letter announcing Mr. 
Aideed’s derision was deliv- 
ered to Mr. Ali Mahdi's office 
on Thursday to be handed over 
to the National Salvation 
Council (NSC), (he umbrella 


organisation grouping some 26 
factions in the strife-ridden 


country. 

Mr. Aideed. whose strong- 
hold is in the south of the capi- 
tal Mogadishu, pledged lo 
cooperate with Mr. .Ali Mahdi 
on the country's leadership 
until a national authority is 
established. 

"Aideed will refer to himself 
as a co-chairman of a National 
Co-ordination Committee 
INCCL" the letter said in refer- 


ence to the organisation which 
Is composed of Mr. Aidid and 
Mr. Ali Mahdi. the represenia- 
tives of the main opposing 
alliances that signed a Dec. 22 
Cairo peace accord. 

That accord called for the 
holding of a national reconcili- 
ation conference in the north- 
west town of Baidoa, originally 
scheduled for Dec. 30. and the 
formation of a transitional fed- 
eral government at the gather- 
ing. 


Gunfire at 
Israeli envoy’s 
residence in 


Lima not 
political attack 


LIMA (.AP) — .An exchange 
of gunfire in front of the Israeli 
ambassador's residence in 
Lima was not a terrorist 
attack, but an attempted car 
robbery. Israeli .Ambassador 
Joel Salpak said Bi day. 

Moments after Herbert 
Weier. the German ambas- 
sador in Peru, got out of his 
car Thursday evening, armed 
attackers opened fire, appar- 
ently aiming at Mr. Weier' s 


car. 


Security- personnel returned 
fire at the estimated fifteen 
attackers, who arrived in three 
cars. But no one was hurt Mr. 
Weier was one of several 
diplomats who were invited to 
an informal birthday dinner at 
Mr. Salpak’s home. Initial 
reports suggested it was a ter- 
rorist attack aimed at the 
Israeli ambassador or one of 
his guests. 

‘Common crime occurs in 
all parts of the world. It occurs 
in Lima, it happens in London 
and unfortunately sometimes 
it also happens in Jerusalem. 
There is no reason to turn a 
small thing into a big deal." 
Mr. Salpzk said in an inter- 
view. 

The attackers fled the scene 
abandoning one car loaded 
with assault rifles, bullet proof 
vests, ammunition, cellular 
phones and a flashing light of 
the type found on the roofs of 
police cars. 


Norw egian FM to 
visit U.S. to 
discuss Mideast 


peace process 


OSLO s.AFPi — Norwegian 
Foreign Minister Knui 
VoUebock will travel to 
Washington on Monday to 
di«UiW the Middle Ea<* peace 
process with l".S. Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright.’ his 
ministry said laic Thursday. 

Tne foreign ministry said 
Mr. YoCebaek and Ms. 
Albright would discuss the 
demote in the peace process 
as well as the official visit 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu made 
to Cfc!o on March 6-S. 


Sudan lashes 
out at Clinton’s 
visit to Uganda 


KHARTOUM lAFPi — 
Sudanese Stale Minister for 
Foreign Affairs Bishop 
Gabriel Rcrec has described 
the upcoming visit of U.S. 
Resident Bill Clinton to 
neighbouring Uganda us a 
sign of hostility toward Sudan 
by both the United States and 
Uganda itself, said the daily Al 
Osbou. 

Bishop Rcrec said the omis- 
sion of Sudan and the 
I^mTocratic Republic of 
Congo from countries on Mr. 
Cliiaoc's .African tour "will 
raise a big question about the 
intention of the American 
administration toward the two 
coumriss.'' He warned that 
Guam's tour was aimed at 
serving his own administra- 
tion’s interests, rather that the 
welfare of .African nations. 
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BIGGEST COMPUTER FAIR: A promoter for the American Online (AOL) service 
stands on a huge mock-up laptop as he explains the latest AOL software upgrades at 
CEBIT computer fair in Hanover on Friday. CEBIT is the world's biggest computer 
fair and lasts until March 25 (Reuters photo) 


India’s BJP, opposition brace 
for first parliament showdown 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — India’s 
ruling Hindu nationalist coali- 
tion braced Friday fra- its first 
showdown with die opposition 
over its choice for parliamentary 
speaker. 

Prime Minister Atal Behari 
Vajpayee's right-wing Bharatiya 
Janata Party (Bjp, Indian 
People's Pam ), just a day after 
taking power, was trying to per- 
suade the opposition to bock a 
“consensus” candidate for the 
powerful post of speaker. 

But party officials said the 
Congress Party, the nationalists' 
main foe. and the centre-left 
United Front coalition appeared 
determined to field a candidate 
of their own. 

The election of the speaker of 
the 545-seat Lok Sabha. the 
lower house, is scheduled for 
March 24. It will be followed by 
a vote of confidence for the new- 
government four days later. 

The contest over the speaker's 
post. BJP leaders fear, may add 
to the uncertainty about the 
longevity of the tenuous 10- 
party coalition. 

It has also reinforced problems 
facing Mr. Vjjpayee. 71. as he 
suns to rule India with a wafer- 
thin majority and help of a dozen 
disparate allies. 

The Hindu nationalists and 
allies have 264 members while 
the Congress and the United 
Front have just one scat less. 

Mr. Vajpayee, later Friday, 
submitted the full list of his min- 
isters to President KR. 
Son} arum after wrangling with- 
in the BJP and allies hod delaved 


the allocation of portfolios for 21 
junior ministers. 

Hie BJP, whose hardline 
polices were toned down to keep 
the coalition intact, said Biday 
that no decision had been taken 
to build nuclear bombs. 

Indian Defence Minister 
George Fonandes told reporters 
“we have not taken a decision on 

making. 

added that India would "not 
fight shy” of acquiring nuclear 
arms if needed. 

India last year refused to sign a 
global test ban treaty, arguing 
that it was discriminatory and 
did not include a commitment to 
world disarmament 

The new finance minister. 
Yashwanc Sinha, meanwhile, 
assured foreign companies that 
they had nothing to fear from the 
Hindu nationalists. 

Ml Sinha said ‘‘multinationals 
need not fear about investments 
in India" and his ministry would 
soon announce priority areas for 
foreign investment 

The moderate Mr. Sinha. a 
surprise choice for the finance 
portfolio, also said the national- 
ists were committed in principle 
to New Delhi's free- market 
reforms of 1991. 

“Our government's clear view 
is that the reform process was a 
step in the right direction." he 
said. 

On the stock exchange, share 
prices were up marginally on 
what dealers called “positive 
statements" from Mr. Sinha on 
the economy and foreign invest- 
ment 


The 30-share Bombay Stock 
Exchange sensitive index dosed 
the day 19.53 points or (15 per 
cent higher at 3.840.40 paints. 
Mr. Sinha said his go ve r nment 
would not let the country "go 
through the same fate as tire 
Southeast Asian nations," 
■Tdrfmg be would not “like to 
have a tun on our currency." 
-Stock broker Gaurav Sanghvi 
said: “Prices moved up after 
Sadia’s Stetenknt , fo6ii^i ,, ti%te 
was lot of concern and anxiety in 
the morning." 

The Indian rupee also 
strengthened, to 39.51 against 
the dollar. 

Ml S inha’s selection as 
finance minis ter disappointed 
industry and stock markets 
whose first choice was Jaswam 
Singh, a tree-market enthusiast 

Newspapers said Jaswam 
Singh ran into bitter opposition 
from the influential Hindu mili- 
tant group, die RSS (National 
Volunteer Corps), which is 
widely known to guide the BJFs 
policies. 

Hardline Hindu nationalists 
argue that foreign investment 
should be courted in certain cote 
sectors like infrastructure but not 
in consumer goods. They have 
vowed to shield certain domestic 
industries for up to 10 years. 

The BJP and its dozen allies 
formed the government despite 
lacking a parliamentary majority 
after a 12-seat United Front 
member party declared it would 
abstain during the confidence 
vote. 


French far right throws conservatives into crisis 


PARIS (AFP) — Jean-Marie Le 
Pen's controversial far right 
National From threw French 
conservatives into crisis by help- 
ing mainstream right-wingers 
clinch regional office Friday in 
deals banned by their leaders 
and frowned on by President 
Jacques Chirac. 

Mr. Chirac this week urged the 
mainstream right to make “no 
compromise" with the front. "1 
believe that when one has repub- 
lican convictions, which is my 
own case and that of a very great 
majority of French people, one 
must make no compromise." 

After a severe defeat at the 
hands of the left-wing coalition 
of SocraJnts. Communists and 
Greens in last year's general 
elections. France's mainstream 
right is still soui -searching, while 
the National Front is digging its 
Feet into the political landscape 
with a solid 15 per cent of the 
vote. 

By throwing its. weight behind 
right-wing local incumbents in 
votes for the presidents of 
Franco's regional assemblies, the 
front played "kingmaker" in at 
least six oj the 21 assemblies, 
unleashing a storm threatening 
to explode tlieir rivals in the 
marnstream opposition. 

Three of the six right-wingers 
elected in deals with toe far right 


were immediately suspended 
while the from for its pan specu- 
lated that this was the beginning 
of the end for their rivals. 

'They arc in total rack and 
ruin." said Mr. Le Pen's deputy 
Bruno MegrcL 'Their future lies 
not in one big party, but in two 
new ones: one that is in agree- 
ment with the left, the other with 
the National Front." 

Mr. Le Pen unsettled the con- 
servative right with an offer this 
week to support members facing 
defeat at the hands of the left in 
return for local platforms includ- 
ing pet front thanes — no rise in 
local taxes, more law-and-order 
and support for “French cultural 
and regional identities." 

With power and perks at stake, 
and still stinging from last year's 
defeat, a string of local leaders 
have taken the baft. 

Jacques Blanc, outgoing head 
of the Languedec-Rousstllon 
region around Montpellier, was 
toe first to go to bod with the 
front. The ruling left-wing coali- 
tion had won a relative majority 
in the region in countrywide 
polls last weekend and stood to 
win the presidency. Front votes 
gav e the region instead to Mr. 
Blanc. 

His centre-right Union for 
French Democracy fUDF) wast- 


ed no time in handing down his 


suspension. 

Socialist rival Georges Flescfae 
said he “sold his soul to the 
deviL" 

Highlighting the deep rifts 
within the opposition right, 
Charles Mfllon, defence minister 
in the previous right-wing gov- 
ernment hammered at the polls 
last year, also clinched a win 
with support from the far right 

Also a member of toe UDF, he 

won the presidency of the pow- 
erful Rhone- Alpes region 
around Lyon. France's second 
biggest in economic dout' and 
population. 

Front leader Bruno Gollnisch. 
saying he had “received 
pledges” from Ml MiHon. 
offered 35 for right councillors 
to vote for the former minister; 
who was feeing aneck-and-neck 
race with the governing Idbving 
coalition. 

In Fhmdie-Cbmtc near, toe 
eastern town of Besancon. Jean- 
Froncots Humbert also of. the 
U DF, wot 26 votes though the 
mainstream right was nedc-and- 

neck with *e left at 17 each last 
weekend. 

But Ml Humbert immediately 
rouo^nced toe presidency sayin* 
he (fid not warn "votes I nev^ 
“sked for" The election will 
nave to be rerun. 
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Colins attacks 
irendy hideosity- 
of modem designers 
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LONDON (AFP) — Actress 
Joan Collins, once foe epitome 
of power-dressing, has maim, 
ed a blistering attack on dx 
“trendy hideosity’’ of modem 
designers. Sbe predicted foe 
new centmy would see “mod. 
els wearing plastic bin-liner 
trousers feshioaed with 
welders’ rivets." and hair “tor- 
tured into wircwool spirals." 
Writing in The Spectator mag- 
azine, Collins said: “Many 
style gurus must - loathe 
women — not the anorexic, 
androgynous teenagers who 
stalk the catwalks like heroin 
addicts in search of a fix, tea 
real women with real bodies. 
The contempt for us is so glar- 
ingly obvious that it is amaz- 
ing that so many women allow 
themselves to buy in to ft.” 
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Firefighters’ 
museum foils fire 
safety standards 
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WINNIPEG (AP) — A group 
of firefighters is trying to buDd 
Winnipeg's first firefighters' 
museum, but toe site they’ve 
chosen — an old fire hall — 
doesn’t meet fire safety stan- 
dards. Ted Kmyhik. president 
of the F irefighters Historical 
Society, said the society needs 
more money to finish the 
sprinkler system and install 
foe exits. The firefighters did- 
n’t appear surprised by the 
amount of weak toe b uilding 
needed. After all, tbe fist fire 
hall burned down in 1875. The 
second burned down too and 
was replaced in 1903 by foe 
current hall. ‘1 guess they 
always figured they were right 
there" if anything were to go 
wrong, Kuryluk said- 
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JFK’s long Johns 
fetch $3350 


NEW YORK (AFP) — Long 
underwear once worn by 
President John F. Kennedy 
was the big draw at an auction, 
snapped up by a collector with 
plans to put it in a catalogue 
with Marilyn Monroe’s 
panties and bra. Maryland 
memorabilia collector Richard 
Wilson shelled out $3,350 for 
the set of wool-and-cotton top 
and trousers, but said be 
wouldn’t be wearing it 
Instead, he’ll display ft in bis 
sale-by-maD catalogue 
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“Nonnas Jeans," winch fea- 
tures items that once belonged 
to Greta Garbo, dark Gable, 
Grace Kelly. Elvis Presley. Liz 
Taylor and Bank Sinatra. 
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Queen samples 
the joys of the 
supermarket 
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WHINFELL (AP) — The last 
place Andy Brown expected to 
see Queen Elizabeth II was at 
the supermarket, but there sbe 
was Friday, in toe checkout vijj^ u 5 ln :x!: 
line with him. “Tt's probably , ■ 

the first time she's been to a 
supermarket," said the 32- 
year-old Brown, thrilled by his 
royal encounter. The queen 
was not buying supplies for tbe 
palace larder, but touring toe 

food haD in a new vacation vil- 
lage as part of a via't ® 

Cumbria. “She asked if we’d 
enjoyed our stay and if we 
were stocking up on pov> 
aons lor our journey borne." 

Brown said. “'She was 
absolutely lovely and looked 
radiant" 
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M guys at 
Amsterdam 
furniture show 
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AMSTERDAM (AFP) — A 
club for tall people is taking ? 
stand at toe Amsteirian) ftinn- 
ture fair to show what life J j cju. 
like fca- the very talL Tbe TaD U ■■•r 

People’s Qub a ims to she* 1 ,> 

off a range of designs fn]T rric:r,! • 

ing specially-built kitchens. ^ 
outsmed beds and anoto® 15. 
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Membershq) of the dub is* $ 
condition of being over 1-90 ' Steele! 


roetre for men or 1.1 
for women. The 


me tfe 
average 


- ‘>3ih Ull, - , ns 

height of men and wornefl 10 . ba c ^. 

theNetoeriandsis.iesptfj®' \i r 

ly, 1.83 and 1.69 metres- TW 


makes them tbe 
in Europe. If cmred 
rates continue the 
should be two metres 0^ ^ 
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